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Photo 1: Hygiene kits ready to be distributed at a camp in Beira, Mozambique.  

Credit: Adrian Hartrick/Oxfam 

Cyclone Idai made landfall in March 2019, causing extensive damage in Mozambique, Malawi and 

Zimbabwe. Strong winds above 150mph, a storm surge estimated at 2.5 metres in height, heavy rains, 

and widespread flooding had devastating impacts on the lives of millions of people. Homes, roads, 

bridges, schools and health facilities were destroyed, with agricultural land completely wiped out in 

some areas. More than half a million people are still living in destroyed or damaged homes or 

makeshift shelters. 

In Mozambique, Oxfam and partners continue to support communities, for example, by rebuilding and 

repairing water supplies, providing soap and other hygiene items, and training community activists – 

locally called ‘community activistas’ - in health education. 

Photo 2: A water point is built in a village in Dhading district, Nepal. A water tank and connected taps 

are being created to make water accessible to everyone in the village.  

Credit: Aurelie Marrier D'Unienville/Oxfam 

On 26
th

 April 2015, Nepal was struck by a massive earthquake of magnitude 7.8 on the Richter scale. 

Thousands of people lost their lives and many homes, buildings and roads were damaged. Following 

on from the initial emergency response, Oxfam has been working with local partners to support 

communities to rebuild their lives. 

Photo 3: A contactless handwashing station in use in Cox’s Bazar refugee camp in Bangladesh. 

People can use a foot pedal to get water and soap.  

Credit: Fabeha Monir/Oxfam 

The Rohingya are an ethnic minority group in Myanmar. Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya people 

have fled violence in their own country and crossed the border into neighbouring Bangladesh. Many 

of them are living in overcrowded refugee camps and settlements. Oxfam is working with local 

partners to provide clean drinking water, emergency toilets, water pumps and food rations. 200 

Rohingya volunteers have also received training to teach other people in their community how to stay 

healthy.  

Photo 4: Faadumo uses a water filter outside her home in Somalialand.  

Credit: Dustin Barter/Oxfam  

Somaliland has a semi-arid (dry but not desert) climate and droughts have always been common. As 

the world’s climate changes, extreme weather events such as droughts and flooding are becoming 

more intense and happening more often. The last few years has seen a prolonged drought in 

Somaliland which has had devastating impacts. People often have to rely on using dirty and unsafe 

water. This increases the risk of diarrhoea and waterborne diseases such as cholera.  

One way in which Oxfam and local partners are responding is by providing water filters so that people 

have safe, clean water to drink.  
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Photo 5: Sana, an Oxfam volunteer in Aleppo in Syria, shows children how to wash their hands 

properly as part of an event for Global Handwashing Day in 2017.   

Credit: Islam Mardini/Oxfam 

The children performed songs and took part in educational interactive games to learn about the 

importance of handwashing. They also learned how to conserve water in a city where the 

infrastructure has been badly damaged by fighting and clean water isn’t easily available. 

Photo 6: Cleaning latrines at a refugee settlement in Zambia.  

Credit: Alexis Huguet/Oxfam 

Millions of people have been displaced due to violence and conflict across the Democratic Republic 

of Congo. Thousands have fled across the border into neighbouring Zambia and are now living in 

camps such as this one in the north of the country. Oxfam and a local partner have built latrines in 

the camp and are working with residents to spread messages about good hygiene.  

Photo 7: Takudswa, a Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) engineer working for Oxfam, works on a 

solar-powered water system in a village in Zimbabwe. This system will supply water to a local school 

and clinic as well as many families in the local community.  

Credit: Aurelie Marrier D'Unienville/Oxfam 

Only 64% of the population in Zimbabwe has access to safe drinking water. Many people, often 

women and girls, have to walk long distances to find water, often carrying heavy buckets on their 

heads. For many women, the nearest water source is over a mile away, which reduces the amount of 

time that women can spend doing other activities such as earning an income, taking part in 

community activities or spending time with their friends and family. In addition, women carry out most 

of the household chores which further limits their free time. 

Photo 8: Children wash their hands at a new handwashing station installed at their school in 

Tajikistan. A new toilet block has also been built.  

Credit: Eleanor Farmer/Oxfam 

Tajikistan is very rich in water thanks to the many mountains and lakes. However, linking clean 

drinking water to communities is a big challenge. Many of the water systems date back to Soviet 

times (when Tajikistan was part of the Soviet Union along with Russia and others) and are still 

operated on a schedule which means people only have access to water twice a day for a limited time. 

Many other systems were destroyed during the civil war and communities are not able to repair them. 

Other communities do not have the means to install clean water systems in their villages so have to 

rely on alternative sources, such as rivers, streams and lakes. 

Oxfam has been working with communities to install sustainable water systems. These systems carry 

piped water from lakes, reservoirs or boreholes directly to villages, and in some cases, to people’s 

homes. Oxfam has also been working with schools to improve sanitation. 
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