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minimum rate, it becomes less attractive to allocate profits to low-tax
jurisdictions.

Rich nations must end the theft of resources from Africa, and the rigging
of the international financial system that facilitates this.

African governments can choose to fight
inequality

Nonetheless, African governments can take concrete steps to do the
right thing, even in the face of such global challenges. Africa’s largest,
best educated generation is coming of age. By 2025, half of the
continent’s population will be under 25. These young women and men
are by far Africa’s best natural resource, more valuable than all the gold,
copper, oil and gas that lies under African soil. Investing in them and
building economies that can support them with decent jobs is paramount.

African leaders face a clear choice. They can choose the path of ever-
increasing inequality and poverty. Or they can choose another path, to a
more prosperous, equal Africa built for the many not the few.
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Cameroon 35 134 144 49 139
Congo 36 135 148 80 128
Benin 37 140 132 73 149
Guinea- 38 141 139 151 114
Bissau

Niger 39 142 107 134 151
Burundi 40 143 106 122 157
DRC 41 144 155 58 131
Madagascar | 42 151 135 142 143
Sierra Leone | 43 153 143 132 150
Chad 44 154 145 138 154
Nigeria 45 157 157 104 133

South Africa

Top-ranking South Africa is in second place for social spending, with a
strong record of investing in health, education and social protection. Their
Africa ranking on labour rights and minimum wages is also reasonably
high, coming in eighth. This may improve further if the government
introduces a national minimum wage this year as planned,®? despite
opposition. The most impressive indicator, however, is tax progressivity,
where South Africa comes first among African countries, and third
globally.

Namibia

Namibia has been recognized by economist Joseph Stiglitz for the
government’s efforts to tackle economic inequality, which has been
continuously reducing since 1993.5 A new World Bank study has found
that Namibia’s taxation and spending policies are reducing inequality
significantly.®* It comes top in Africa for its commitment to social
spending. Levels of investment are high, allowing the government to fund
policies like free secondary education for all students, and recent
increases in spending on social protection.®® The country comes ninth for
tax progressivity. The country ranks sixth for work and wages, and has
substantially increased the minimum wage. In October 2018, the
minimum wage for domestic workers increased by 4.15%.%

Lesotho

Lower middle-income countries can also show strong commitment to
reducing inequality. For example, Lesotho spends 14% of its national
budget on education and 12% on health, has a progressive tax structure
and progressive policies on trade unions and women'’s labour rights. It
ranks fifth in Africa for decent work and wages, and could improve further
by implementing paid parental leave for all employees.®’
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4 POLICIES TO FIGHT
INEQUALITY

SOCIAL SPENDING

Social spending is a fundamental part of redistributive fiscal policy; it
corrects inequality in market incomes through in-kind transfers like health
and education, and cash transfers that comprise social protection.

There is strong evidence that government-funded public services mitigate
the impact of a skewed income distribution and reduce income
inequality.”” They have been shown to boost the overall incomes of the
poorest households by as much as their regular earnings.”® A European
Commission study of sub-Saharan Africa highlighted the unequivocal
power of education as a tool to reduce income inequality; they found that
schooling raised the income share of the bottom 80%, mainly at the
expense of the top 10%.7° Cash transfer schemes also redistribute by
using public money to provide direct income top-ups and safety nets
such as pensions, unemployment benefits and sick pay.#°

Public spending on services and transfers is also key to reducing gender
inequality. Educating girls gives them more control over their lives and
boosts their life chances. They are likely to marry later,®' have healthier
lives and children, and earn more. The World Bank has found that one
additional school year can increase a woman's overall earnings by 10%
to 20%.82 Social protection schemes can reduce the burden of care work
that otherwise falls heavily on women and girls.83

F

Kibera, the largest informal settlement in Africa, where an estimated 700,000 to 1 million people live. Many of the families live in a
precarious situation with lack of access to basic social services, such as water, electricity and decent housing. Photo credit: Pablo
Tosco/Oxfam
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These large tax giveaways, a form of corporate welfare, are often
introduced by governments in the name of attracting investment.
However, there is little evidence that such exemptions are necessary to
achieve this. In a World Bank survey of investors in East Africa, for
example, 93% said that they would have invested even if tax incentives
had not been on offer."%

T

Volunteer Azulu Adeba, 44, by the public footbridge which has been part of his tax monitoring work with the National Taxpayers Association
in Kiambu, Eastleigh, Nairobi, Kenya. 2016 / Photo credit: Allan Gichigi/Oxfam

This practice results in substantial losses to African economies. West
African governments miss out on an estimated $9.6bn each year as a
result of corporate tax incentives. For example, it has been estimated
that Uganda lost 15.7% of its potential revenue between 2010 and 2017
to tax incentives and exemptions. ' ActionAid International and Tax
Justice Network Africa estimated in 2012 that, collectively, Tanzania,
Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda were losing up to $2.8bn per year because
of tax incentives. Losses in Rwanda at the time would have been enough
to nearly double spending on education.?

Tax collection

Regressive policies, under-resourcing and a broken international tax
system, mean Africa is underperforming on tax collection. The IMF
calculates that tax revenues have risen from around 18 %of GDP in the
period 20004 to 21 % in 2011—4, although this excludes Nigeria which
brings the average down."" While this upwards trend shows things are

22








https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/endless-corporate-tax-scandals-oxfams-5-point-plan-to-build-a-fairer-global-tax-620848
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/endless-corporate-tax-scandals-oxfams-5-point-plan-to-build-a-fairer-global-tax-620848
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/endless-corporate-tax-scandals-oxfams-5-point-plan-to-build-a-fairer-global-tax-620848















https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/namibia-economic-social-success-story-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-and-anya-schiffrin-2016-06
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/namibia-economic-social-success-story-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-and-anya-schiffrin-2016-06
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/namibia-economic-social-success-story-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-and-anya-schiffrin-2016-06
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.PRM.ENRL.TC.ZS?locations=ET
https://www.unicef.org/esaro/UNICEF_Ethiopia_--_2017_--_Education_Budget_Brief.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/188590-10-5m-children-out-of-school-in-nigeria-unicef.html
https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/education.html
https://www.gov.za/services/social-benefits-retirement-and-old-age/old-age-pension
https://www.gov.za/services/social-benefits-retirement-and-old-age/old-age-pension
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/oecd-economic-surveys-south-africa-2015_eco_surveys-zaf-2015-en#page1
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/oecd-economic-surveys-south-africa-2015_eco_surveys-zaf-2015-en#page1
https://am.afdb.org/sites/default/files/AfDB18-16_Jobs_English.pdf
http://gabriel-zucman.eu/hidden-wealth/
http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/povDuplicateWB.aspx%20retrieved%2029%20October%202018
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/30418/9781464813306.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/SSA/Issues/2019/04/01/sreo0419#TOC
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2015/sdn1513.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/25078/9781464809583.pd
http://www.odi.org/publications/9588-income-inequality-poverty-growth
https://blogs.imf.org/2011/04/08/inequality-and-growth/
http://econ.as.nyu.edu/docs/IO/9383/RR96-22.PDF



http://nber.org/papers/w7793
http://imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2014/sdn1402.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/31241/ado-2014_1.pdf
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=chan+man-kwun;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=parvez+butt+anam;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=marriott+anna;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=ehmke+ellen;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=seghers+julie;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=atienza+jaime;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=gowland+rebecca;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=lawson+max;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=lawson+max;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/search?i=1;q=*;q1=publications;q2=rhodes+francesca;x1=page_type;x2=publication_author;sort=publication_date
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/public-good-or-private-wealth-universal-health-education-and-other-public-servi-620599
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/public-good-or-private-wealth-universal-health-education-and-other-public-servi-620599
https://www.dw.com/en/world-bank-report-poverty-rates-remain-high-in-africa/a-45926382
https://www.credit-suisse.com/corporate/en/research/research-institute/global-wealthreport.htm
https://www.credit-suisse.com/corporate/en/research/research-institute/global-wealthreport.htm
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/how-much-do-we-really-know-about-inequality-within-countries-around-the-world/
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/how-much-do-we-really-know-about-inequality-within-countries-around-the-world/
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/913d9058-b864-11e6-9e3c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/913d9058-b864-11e6-9e3c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
http://www.princeton.edu/%7Edeaton/downloads/measuring%20poverty%20growing%20world%20deaton%20restats%202005.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jel.46.1.57
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jel.46.1.57
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/how-much-do-we-really-know-about-inequality-within-countries-around-the-world/
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/how-much-do-we-really-know-about-inequality-within-countries-around-the-world/
https://enterprise.press/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/africa-wealth-report-2018.pdf
https://enterprise.press/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/africa-wealth-report-2018.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/billionaires/#41243269251c
https://www.credit-suisse.com/about-us/en/reports-research/global-wealth-report.html
https://www.credit-suisse.com/corporate/en/articles/news-and-expertise/global-wealth-report-2018-us-and-china-in-the-lead-201810.html
https://www.credit-suisse.com/corporate/en/articles/news-and-expertise/global-wealth-report-2018-us-and-china-in-the-lead-201810.html



https://www.minimum-wage.org/international/swaziland
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4337e.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/poverty-rising-africa-poverty-report
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/poverty-rising-africa-poverty-report
https://en.unesco.org/inclusivepolicylab/sites/default/files/analytics/document/2019/4/wssr_2016_chap_09.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5384444/
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Where_are_the_Women_Inclusive_Boardrooms_in_Africa%E2%80%99s_top-listed_companies.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Where_are_the_Women_Inclusive_Boardrooms_in_Africa%E2%80%99s_top-listed_companies.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/facts-and-figures
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/facts-and-figures
https://www.oecd.org/dev/development-gender/Unpaid_care_work.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dev/development-gender/Unpaid_care_work.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2019/progress-of-the-worlds-women-2019-2020-en.pdf?la=en&vs=3512
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2019/progress-of-the-worlds-women-2019-2020-en.pdf?la=en&vs=3512
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2019/progress-of-the-worlds-women-2019-2020-en.pdf?la=en&vs=3512
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2019/progress-of-the-worlds-women-2019-2020-en.pdf?la=en&vs=3512
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Policy-Documents/2014-2018_-_Bank_Group_Gender_Strategy.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Policy-Documents/2014-2018_-_Bank_Group_Gender_Strategy.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5586e.pdf
https://www.iwda.org.au/assets/files/Unpaid-Care-and-Global-Goals-Policy-Brief.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620431/rr-household-care-survey-philippines-uganda-zimbabwe-260418-en.pdf?sequence=1
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620431/rr-household-care-survey-philippines-uganda-zimbabwe-260418-en.pdf?sequence=1
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620599/bp-public-good-or-private-wealth-210119-en.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620599/bp-public-good-or-private-wealth-210119-en.pdf
https://unesco-wide-production.herokuapp.com/countries/madagascar
https://unesco-wide-production.herokuapp.com/countries/madagascar
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/even-it-up-time-to-end-extreme-inequality-333012



http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/even-it-up-time-to-end-extreme-inequality-333012
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/death-on-the-doorstep-of-the-summit-114112
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/death-on-the-doorstep-of-the-summit-114112
http://elibrary.worldbank.org/doi/book/10.1596/1813-9450-1641
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/even-it-up-time-to-end-extreme-inequality-333012
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/even-it-up-time-to-end-extreme-inequality-333012
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/document/african-development-report-2015-growth-poverty-and-inequality-nexus-overcoming-barriers-to-sustainable-development-89715
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/document/african-development-report-2015-growth-poverty-and-inequality-nexus-overcoming-barriers-to-sustainable-development-89715
https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/document/african-development-report-2015-growth-poverty-and-inequality-nexus-overcoming-barriers-to-sustainable-development-89715
http://www.iapri.org.zm/images/Presentations/2017_Agricultural_Sector_Budget.pdf
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/10383.pdf
http://www.inequalityindex.com/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/the-commitment-to-reducing-inequality-index-2018-a-global-ranking-of-government-620553
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/the-commitment-to-reducing-inequality-index-2018-a-global-ranking-of-government-620553
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/the-commitment-to-reducing-inequality-index-2018-a-global-ranking-of-government-620553
http://www.treasury.gov.za/publications/other/NMW%20Report%20Draft%20CoP%20FINAL.PDF
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/namibia-economic-social-success-story-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-and-anya-schiffrin-2016-06
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/namibia-economic-social-success-story-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-and-anya-schiffrin-2016-06
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/namibia-economic-social-success-story-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-and-anya-schiffrin-2016-06
http://www.commitmentoequity.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Namibia_116029-WP-P148652-PUBLIC-NamibiaCEQReport.pdf
http://www.commitmentoequity.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Namibia_116029-WP-P148652-PUBLIC-NamibiaCEQReport.pdf
https://www.namibian.com.na/169068/archive-read/New-minimum-wage-of-N$1-502-for-domestic-workers
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Issues/2018/03/07/Nigeria-Selected-Issues-45700
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/188590-10-5m-children-out-of-school-in-nigeria-unicef.html
https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/education.html



https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-news/256385-firsrecorded-n4-trillion-tax-revenue-collection-2017-fowler.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-news/256385-firsrecorded-n4-trillion-tax-revenue-collection-2017-fowler.html
https://af.reuters.com/article/africaTech/idAFL8N1XH78I
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leone-launches-free-school-education/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/working-for-the-many-public-services-fight-inequality-314724
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/working-for-the-many-public-services-fight-inequality-314724
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_405766/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:R202
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/530891498511398503/Economic-impacts-of-child-marriage-global-synthesis-report
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/530891498511398503/Economic-impacts-of-child-marriage-global-synthesis-report
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/512891468739485757/Returns-to-investment-in-education-a-further-update
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/512891468739485757/Returns-to-investment-in-education-a-further-update
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620431/rr-household-care-survey-philippines-uganda-zimbabwe-260418-en.pdf?sequence=1
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620431/rr-household-care-survey-philippines-uganda-zimbabwe-260418-en.pdf?sequence=1
https://allafrica.com/download/resource/main/main/idatcs/00020257:ae9e77aeacf6cb4d8a886967f7390afe.pdf
http://ncspe.tc.columbia.edu/working-papers/WP235.pdf
http://www.right-to-education.org/resource/free-fee-are-profit-fee-charging-private-schools-solution-world-s-poor
http://www.right-to-education.org/resource/free-fee-are-profit-fee-charging-private-schools-solution-world-s-poor
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/docs/reports/PPPL_FINAL%20EDITION_15%20SEPT%202016_A4_WEB.pdf
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/docs/reports/PPPL_FINAL%20EDITION_15%20SEPT%202016_A4_WEB.pdf
http://www.sierra-leone.org/Docs/SLPP-Manifesto2018.pdf
https://www.right-to-education.org/es/node/893



http://www.achpr.org/fr/sessions/64th_os/resolutions/420
https://www-cdn.oxfam.org/s3fs-public/file_attachments/bp-inclusive-growth-africa-020517-en.pdf
https://jubileedebt.org.uk/press-release/crisis-deepens-as-global-south-debt-payments-increase-by-85
https://www.imf.org/external/np/pp/eng/2015/042015.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2015/09/28/04/53/sp022216
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620754/bp-its-not-all-about-money-drm-080519-en.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620754/bp-its-not-all-about-money-drm-080519-en.pdf
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/tax-battles-the-dangerous-global-race-to-the-bottom-on-corporate-tax-620159
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/tax-battles-the-dangerous-global-race-to-the-bottom-on-corporate-tax-620159
https://kenya.actionaid.org/publications/give-us-break-how-big-companies-are-getting-tax-free-deals
https://kenya.actionaid.org/publications/give-us-break-how-big-companies-are-getting-tax-free-deals
https://maketaxfair.net/assets/wbb-publications/1628/FTM%20Composite%20Report%202016.pdf
http://curtisresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/East-Africa-tax-incentives.-Final.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2015/afr/eng/sreo1015.htm
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/about-us/africa-rising-inequalities-and-essential-role-fair-taxation
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/about-us/africa-rising-inequalities-and-essential-role-fair-taxation
https://www.ictd.ac/publication/the-african-tax-outlook/
https://www.ictd.ac/publication/the-african-tax-outlook/
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/Addis-Tax-Initiative_Monitoring-Report_2015_EN.pdf
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/Addis-Tax-Initiative_Monitoring-Report_2015_EN.pdf



https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/mauritius-leaks/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/endless-corporate-tax-scandals-oxfams-5-point-plan-to-build-a-fairer-global-tax-620848
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/endless-corporate-tax-scandals-oxfams-5-point-plan-to-build-a-fairer-global-tax-620848
https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/iff_main_report_26feb_en.pdf
https://cenozo.org/en/articles/95-west-africa-leaksoffshore-%20holdings-of-west-africas-officials-traffickers-revealed
https://cenozo.org/en/articles/95-west-africa-leaksoffshore-%20holdings-of-west-africas-officials-traffickers-revealed
https://www.oxfam.org.au/2019/07/buried-treasure/
https://www.oxfam.org.au/2019/07/buried-treasure/
https://www.ft.com/content/2b356956-17fc-11e8-9376-4a6390addb44
https://gabriel-zucman.eu/files/TWZ2018.pdf
https://am.afdb.org/sites/default/files/AfDB18-16_Jobs_English.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/declaration/lang--en/index.htm
https://survey.ituc-csi.org/Ghana.html?lang=en#tabs-3
https://survey.ituc-csi.org/Ghana.html?lang=en#tabs-3
https://mg.co.za/article/2018-12-07-ramaphosa-historic-minimum-wage-to-come-into-effect%20on-january-1-2019
https://mg.co.za/article/2018-12-07-ramaphosa-historic-minimum-wage-to-come-into-effect%20on-january-1-2019



https://au.int/en/agenda2063






http://www.oxfam.org/

	Summary
	Dangerous debts hurt social spending
	A new ranking of African countries on their commitment to reduce inequality
	The right polices: Progressive spending, taxation and decent work
	An international system rigged against Africa from the start
	African governments can choose to fight inequality

	1 Introduction
	An unforgiving economic climate

	2 The inequality explosion
	Africa: A tale of two continents
	Income inequality
	Wealth inequality
	Unequal land distribution
	Gender inequality

	The roots of inequality in Africa

	3 Government commitment to reducing inequality
	Ranking African countries
	South Africa
	Namibia
	Lesotho
	Nigeria
	Sierra Leone


	4 Policies to fight inequality
	Social spending
	Africa’s commitment to social spending

	Progressive taxation
	Africa’s commitment to progressive taxation

	Decent work and wages
	Africa’s commitment to decent work and wages policies


	5 Recommendations
	Notes
	Oxfam


