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Ebola: behind the headlines 

Questioning a crisis  
Age range: 11 - 18 years                   Time: 1 hour   

Outline 

This brief workshop activity is designed to develop learners’ knowledge and voice 
about the Ebola public health crisis in West Africa. This activity aims to add to 
information already available to teachers by encouraging learners to think critically 
about the causes, impacts and solutions of the Ebola crisis. In doing so learners are 
encouraged to challenge stereotypes and dispel myths about the crisis. 

Learners begin by viewing a PowerPoint presentation about the crisis. They should 
be encouraged to discuss and question the content of the presentation. 

This activity is aimed at 11-18 year olds and differentiation is by outcome. Therefore 
teachers are advised to adapt the presentation to make it appropriate for the age 
group being taught. 

During the workshop activity, learners work in groups to construct an issue tree to 
analyse the crisis. They present their work to their peers and finally decide whether 
to take an appropriate action.  

Learning objectives 

 To analyse, select and deploy 
relevant information 

 To clearly and confidently present 
evidence and points of view 

Outcomes 

 Learners work in groups to construct 
an issue tree 

 Learners present issue trees to their 
peers and decide upon appropriate 
action 

Key questions 

 Why has the outbreak of Ebola in 
West Africa affected so many 
people? 

 What are the economic and social 
impacts of a large Ebola outbreak? 

 How can an Ebola outbreak be 
stopped? 

Resources 

 Ebola: Behind the Headlines? 
PowerPoint Presentation 

 Ebola: A Perfect Storm Recap sheet 
 Sugar paper 
 Felt-tip pens 

Curriculum links  
England 

KS3 & KS4 Citizenship (2014) – Purpose of study, aims, subject content. 

KS3 & KS4 Geography (2014) – Human geography, communicating geographical 
information 

Wales 

ESDGC (Choices and Decisions) and PSE (Active Citizenship) – National 
Curriculum for Wales.  

Scotland 

Social Studies – Scottish Curriculum for Excellence. 
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Session outline 
 

Starter (5 mins) 

 

 Ask the learners to quietly think for a few moments about what they already 

know (or think they know) about Ebola. Ask them to write down one key point 

that comes to mind but not to share or discuss it at this point. At the end of the 

activity the learners will be invited to review what they wrote at the beginning 

of the workshop and assess if they have learned anything new or surprising 

during the workshop. 

 

The PowerPoint presentation (20 – 25 minutes) 

 

 Show the PowerPoint presentation to the learners. It has 26 slides so decide if 

it requires editing or adapting before beginning. Encourage note taking, 

questioning and discussion during the presentation. Make it clear that learners 

will be making use of the content of the presentation in the next activity. 

 

 Alternatively print out copies of the photographs and script. Allocate groups of 

learners to separately examine the background causes, impacts and solutions 

to the crisis. Then plan the issue tree activity so that learners come together 

and pool their new knowledge to construct issue trees. 

 

The Issue Tree (25 minutes) 

Questioning a crisis 

 

 An issue tree helps young people to explore the causes, effects and solutions of 

an issue.1 

 

 Each group draws a fruit tree in outline on a large sheet of paper. They begin by 

labelling the trunk with the chosen issue (the Ebola crisis). They use their new 

knowledge about the crisis to annotate the roots with the causes of the issue, the 

branches with the effects of the issue and the fruit as the solutions to the issue. 

 

 Groups finish by presenting their issue trees to the class and identifying how 

much agreement there is within the class. 

 

 The recap sheet may either be used as a prompt to assist completing the issue 

tree or as a template for note taking during the presentation. 
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             An example of an issue tree 

             Photo: Caroline Irby/Oxfam 

 

Plenary (05 minutes) 

 

 Ask learners to review the point they wrote at the beginning of the workshop. 

Have they learned anything new or been surprised by what they have learned? 

Ask one or two learners to share their answers. 

 

Further ideas (if you have time) 

 

 Use the learning in this activity to raise awareness of the Ebola crisis and present 

an assembly or design a display for your school. Additional materials have been 

included with this resource to help you. 

 

 Take action by fundraising. There are further details at 

http://www.dec.org.uk/appeals/ebola-crisis-appeal  
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