
Each Picture Tells a 
Story

English resources for 5-8 year olds



Session One

Exploring photographs
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Viet Nam is in the continent of Asia. 
Can you find Asia on this map?
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Viet Nam is the country coloured red. 
How would you describe its shape or location?
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The capital city of Viet Nam is called Hanoi. 
What words could you use to describe this street scene in Hanoi?

Is there anything in the photograph that surprises you?
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The Mekong Delta is in the south of Viet Nam.
What is happening in this picture?
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There are forested mountains in the north of Viet Nam.
What words would you use to describe this setting?



Who do you think these people are?

What do you think they are doing?

Why do you think they are doing this? 

Where do you think the people in the photograph might be? 

When do you think this photograph was taken?

What else can you see in the photograph?

Have you ever done something similar to the people in your 

photograph?

What question could you ask to find out more about what is 

happening in your photograph and why?

Asking questions



Session Two

Stories behind the 
photographs



Story 1 – Lunar New Year festival
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Story 1
In this picture my grandmother and aunt are at home getting ready for our New 
Year celebrations. The Lunar New Year festival of Tet is the most important 
festival in Viet Nam. It lasts for several days and everybody spends time 
preparing. We clean and sweep our homes. We decorate the house with lots of 
flowers, especially peach blossom. We cook lots of special food. People want 
to start the New Year in a good way so they try to settle arguments before the 
celebrations begin. 
 
My grandmother and aunt are making sticky rice cakes. They are wrapping 
sugar, peanuts, black beans and pork in banana leaves. They are tying the 
banana leaves with bamboo strings. After wrapping the cakes, they put them 
into the pot to cook. I really like making these cakes. Even though they do not 
look very nice, especially when we are putting the fillings into the leaves and 
wrapping them, they taste delicious. It’s not easy making rice cakes because 
water can get inside them and make them too runny.
 
I chose to take this picture because I love my grandmother and my aunt very 
much. The New Year festival is a very happy time. Families get together and 
friends and neighbours visit each other. Many people visit the Temple to pray 
for a safe and happy year. 



Text map



Text map example



Story 2 - H’Gun and Y Pha 
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Story 2
Children in Viet Nam have to work hard from a young age, both in school 
and at home. In this picture two of my friends, H’Gun, who is 10 years 
old, and Y Pha, who is six, are helping to grow coffee. They start by 
putting soil into small bags. It usually takes one or two minutes to fill a 
bag. After they have filled the bags with soil they water them. Then they 
poke a stick though the bag so that the water can drain through the hole. 
This is quite a lot of work but it is fun. Lots of people work together and it 
feels as if we are playing in the dirt. 
 
Then we plant the bags with the coffee seedlings in and water them 
carefully over the next three or four months. When the seedlings are 
ready, we take them to the field to plant, or we may sell them to our 
relatives to earn some extra money for the family. Coffee is usually grown 
on small family farms and is planted in the fields during the rainy season, 
around May and June, when there is plenty of rain to help the plants 
grow. The ripe, red coffee beans are harvested between October and 
January. Most of Viet Nam’s coffee is sold to other countries. Viet Nam is 
the world’s second largest exporter of coffee.



Story 3 - H’Luong
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Story 3
In Viet Nam children often start working and helping the family from a young 
age. By the age of seven they may be caring for animals or their younger 
siblings. In this picture H’Luong, who is nine years old, is helping her family by 
sifting rice. 
 
The rice harvest happens twice a year. After the rice plants have been 
harvested the grain is separated from the rest of the plant. This is called 
threshing. To thresh rice, the dry grains are tossed in large wicker baskets to 
separate the rice grain from the outer shell or husk.  
 
People living in the city can just go to the supermarket to buy a packet of rice, 
but people living in the countryside in Viet Nam have to prepare their rice 
themselves. Sometimes I see richer families wasting food. They may throw 
out leftover rice. Most families in the countryside keep leftover rice so that it 
can be eaten later or fed their dogs or chickens.

Rice is the world’s largest food crop and is the main food for half the world’s 
people. People should not waste it because it is takes a lot of work to grow. 



Session Three

Pictures that tell a story









Session Four

Telling a story



I took this photograph of _______ (Who is in the 
picture?) in _______ (Where was the photograph 
taken?).

I took this photograph ___________ (When was the 
photograph taken?).

He / She is / They are ______ (What is happening in 
the photograph?).

By taking this photograph I wanted to show 
________ (Why do you think that this is an important 
picture to share with others?).



Session Five

Compare and contrast



Who the characters are

Where the setting is

What the action is

Why it is an important story to tell



Session Six

Taking it further
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