
 

Page 1 

 

Oxfam Education 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education 

Get Into Film with On The Way to 

School 
Age range: 11 - 14 years   Time: Approximately 1 hour 

  plus time to watch film (77 

  minutes) 

Outline 

The session begins with ‘The Game of Life’ examining how every important aspect of a 

child’s life is affected by education and exploring the factors which influence whether a child 

attends school. 

The challenges some children face in accessing an education are then explored by viewing 

the film On The Way to School. The film follows four determined young people who make 

the most remarkable daily journeys to school.  

The final activities analyse the key messages of the film and enable young people to reflect 

on their own education, and the differences and similarities that exist between them and the 

young people featured in the film. 

These activities can be delivered by young people to their peers with the support of a 

teacher. The Youth Action Guide is designed to follow on from this learning session so 

young people can apply their learning to inform others and campaign for change. The 

PowerPoint is designed to precede these activities. 

If it is not possible to view On the Way to School, Activity 1 and Activity 5 can still be used to 

introduce some of the issues raised by the film. 

Learning objectives 

 Young people will understand the reasons why children have unequal access to 
education and the barriers involved. 

 Young people will be able to explain how education has the potential to improve people’s 
lives. 

 Young people will be able to describe other young people’s challenges in reaching 
school, but also their determination. 

Key questions 

 How does education improve children’s 
life chances? 

 What factors prevent or enable children 
from receiving a good education? 

 What can accessing school be like for 
young people living in remote locations? 

 How do young people’s experiences of 
their education differ between countries? 

Resources 

 Print-outs of Activity Sheets 1, 2 and 3 
(below). 

 Ability to screen the film On the Way to 
School *(commonly found online as Sur 
le chemin de l'école). On the Way to 
School is available on Netflix as part of a 
subscription and on DVD from other 
providers.  

 Please see the Youth Action Guide for 
advice on ensuring that you do not 
infringe copyright restrictions. 
* Be careful! There are 2 films with the 
same name – this film was made in 
2013, not 2008. 

http://www.surlechemindelecole.org/?lang=en
http://www.surlechemindelecole.org/?lang=en
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80031302
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Curriculum links  

England  

KS3 & KS4 Citizenship (2014) – Purpose of study, aims, subject content.  

Wales  

ESDGC (Choices and Decisions) and PSE (Active Citizenship) – National Curriculum for 
Wales.  

Scotland  

Social Studies – Scottish Curriculum for Excellence.  

 

Pre-session learning 
 
Use the PowerPoint to introduce the issues. This can be used in a presentation led by a 
teacher or by young people themselves. 

 

Session outline 
 

Explain that you are going to be exploring the issue of education; how accessing education 

can be very difficult for some children, and how education is so important to our ability to 

lead fulfilling happy lives. As part of this exploration, you should try to watch the film ‘On the 

Way to School’. 

 

Activity 1(20 mins) 

The Game of Life 

 

 This activity enables young people to explore how life chances and the ability to 

participate in society are influenced by education. You will need enough space for the 

group to walk across a room, Activity Sheet 1 and the role cards on Activity Sheet 2 

cut up into individual cards.  

 Divide the role cards (Activity Sheet 2) among the learners. Each role card describes 

a 13-year-old person’s current educational situation. There are 15 role cards. Role 

cards may be used twice if there are more than 15 young people in the group. Give 

the young people some time to imagine the future prospects of the person whose 

role they are playing.  

 Line up the young people on one side of a room. Read each of the statements in turn 

(Activity Sheet 1). For each statement, young people should think about whether their 

character is likely to say ‘yes’ to the question. If they think the statement is true for 

their character, they should take a small step forwards. Otherwise, they should not 

move. The statistics (in italics) can be read out to help young people consider their 

decision (optional). 

 Stress that the young people do not need to know everything about their character. If 

they are not sure how to answer any of the questions, they should take a considered 

guess. Uncertainties can be discussed after the exercise.   
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 By the end of the activity, young people should be spaced out across the room, some 

standing further across the room than others. What can the young people infer from 

their different positions? Who has moved the most? Ask each young person to read 

out the role they have been given and have a brief discussion about their reasons for 

stepping forwards or not.  

 Discuss how education affects our life chances, and our ability to participate in 

society and democracy. Were the young people surprised at how much of an impact 

education has on so many areas of people’s lives? What stopped them from or 

enabled them to receive a good education? Does the activity have any relevance to 

their own education? 

 Sum up: This activity has shown that people need education to improve their lives. 

However, poverty can prevent people from accessing education in the first place. In 

other words, the lack of education can trap people in poverty. If you can’t get a 

decent education you are likely to be poor and if you are poor you are unlikely get a 

decent education. It therefore follows that when a country invests in a good quality 

education for everyone it will benefit both individuals and the entire society. Some 

excellent background reading about the benefits of education is available here. 

 
Activity 2 (77 mins) 

Watch the film 

 

 Hand out the worksheet ‘grid for note taking during film’ (Activity Sheet 3 below). 

Learners can confer with one another but everyone must have a worksheet of their own. 

As the learners watch the film they will need to look out for information on the chosen 

theme and fill out the worksheet. 

 
 

Activity 3 (20 minutes) 

Film discussion 

 

Lead a discussion about the film. Here are some suggested prompt questions: 

 

 What did you think of the film? 

 What score would you give the film out of ten and why? 

 What were the main messages of the film? 

 Was there anything that particularly interested you or moved you within the film? 

 How do you think the film could have been improved? 

 What did you think the film-maker did well and not so well? 

 Would you recommend the film to your friends and family and why would you / would 

you not? 

 Is the film biased? 

For example, On the Way to School could be criticised for selecting very beautiful 

rural settings and romanticising the hardships the children and their families face. Do 

you agree? Or do you think the film could have selected children who walk to school 

through an unattractive slum?  The reality of life for 250 million children globally is 

that they have to miss out on all or part of their education to help their families with 

work at home. Should the film have included children who have to balance their 

studies with their other duties? 

http://www.globalpartnership.org/education/the-benefits-of-education
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Activity 4 (15 minutes) 

Interview each other  

 

 After watching the film ask young people to interview each other in pairs using the 

questions on the ‘grid for note taking during film’ (Activity Sheet 3).   

 As a whole group discuss the biggest differences between their journeys to school, 

and those of the young people featured in the film. What are the main reasons for 

these differences? 

 

Activity 5: (10 minutes) 

Summing up 

 

Go back to the key questions of this session below (also outlined on the front page). Split the 

group in 4 and give each group 1 of the questions. Each group must write down an answer 

to their question in 35 words or less. Ask groups to feedback and if there is time repeat the 

activity but reduce the word limit to 20, then ten, and then five. 

 

 In what way does education improve our life chances? 

 What prevents children from receiving a good education? What enables them to do so? 

 What can accessing school be like for young people in remote settings? 

 How do your experiences of education compare to those of your peers in other 

countries? 

 

Further ideas (if you have time) 

 

 Use the Youth Action Guide for details on how to organise a film screening of On The 

Way to School, or use the PowerPoint and this workshop to carry out peer teaching. 

 

 Post group or individual reviews of On the Way to School online, for example on your 

school website or IMDB. 

 

 Young people could create a poster, piece of artwork, PowerPoint presentation, 

leaflet, poem, rap, video or drama to share their findings with others.  This could be 

done individually, in pairs or in groups. 

 

 There are further teaching resources on the Oxfam Education website which explore 

the topic of education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3013258/
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/search-results?i=1;q=education;q1=English;q2=Resources;q3=Education;show_all=education;x1=pub_language;x2=page_type;x3=topics
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Terms of use 

Copyright © Oxfam GB 

You may use photographs and associated information in this resource for educational 

purposes at your educational institution. With each use, you must credit the photographer 

named for that image and Oxfam.  You may not use images and associated information for 

commercial purposes or outside your educational institution. All information associated with 

these images relates to the date and time the project work took place.  
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Activity Sheet 1– Statements for The Game of Life 
For instructions see activity 1 on pages 2-3. The statistics below the bulleted statements are 

optional and can be read out to help young people to decide whether to step forwards or not. 
 

 I will be able to read and write 
 

774 million adults – 64% of whom are women – still lack basic reading and writing skills
1
 

 

 I will be able to read and write to a very high level 

25% to 75% of children in the poorest regions of poor countries cannot read a single word even after 

several years in school. 2 

 I will be able to pursue the profession of my choosing 

 The time I spend working will be rewarded with enough money to comfortably afford 

most or all of life’s necessities 

One extra year of schooling increases an individual's earnings by up to 10% 
3 

 I will receive fair wages, work reasonable hours and not routinely do things that 

negatively impact on my happiness, health and safety 

 I will have my children in my 20s/30s and have power over with whom and when I 

start a family 
 

Getting girls into school and ensuring that they stay and learn has what is called a “multiplier effect.” 

Educated girls are likely to marry later and have fewer children, who in turn will be more likely to survive and 

be better nourished and educated.
3 

 I will possess some basic skills, like being able to count money or send and receive 

text messages on a mobile phone 

 I will see the value of education and be motivated to support my children’s education 

 If my children are ill I will have the information and resources to ensure they get good 

medical treatment 

Each extra year of a mother's schooling reduces the probability of infant mortality by 5% to 10%. A child 

whose mother can read is 50% more likely to live past age 5.
3  

 I will live to a grand old age 

A study of 15 countries showed that on average a 30-year-old male university graduate can expect to live 8 

years longer than a male of the same age who finished school before upper secondary.
4
 

 I am likely to vote in an election 

A study of 27 countries showed that on average, 80% of young university graduates say they vote, while only 

54% of young adults who have not completed upper secondary education do so.
4
 

 I will be well informed about my country’s politics and economy 

Literate people are more likely to participate in the democratic process and exercise their civil rights. 
3
 

 I will be able to pursue positions in power within politics or society (e.g. politician, 

journalist, government policy maker) 

                                            
1 http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/fs26-2013-literacy-en.pdf 
2 http://www.globalpartnership.org/education/education-challenges 
3 http://www.globalpartnership.org/education/the-benefits-of-education 
4 http://www.oecd.org/education/skills-beyond-school/EDIF%202013--N%C2%B010%20(eng)--v9%20FINAL%20bis.pdf 
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Activity Sheet 2– Role Cards for The Game of Life 
 

You are 13. Your parents both 

went to university and expect 

you to do the same. You want 

to be a doctor and you get 

good grades. Your parents 

take you to school in their car. 

 

 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. You love going to 

school and understand how 

important school is. You go most 

days but it is difficult because your 

mother needs help collecting water 

and cooking and is expecting a 

baby. You live a 1 hour walk from 

school. 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. Your family don’t 

have much money but are very 

supportive of your education. 

They do all they can to send you 

to school but university will be 

very expensive. You live 15 

minutes walk from school. 

 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. You long to go to 

school but since you were very 

small you must assist your 

family selling peanuts in the 

market so that your family can 

afford to eat. You have a 

passion for fixing mechanical 

things. There is no school in 

your community. 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. Both of your parents 

died of AIDS. Your orphanage 

encourages you to go to school 

and you are interested in politics 

but life is hard and there is a lack of 

positive role models. There is a 

school in the same street as your 

orphanage. 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. Your mother is a 

nurse and your father is a 

lecturer. You go to the local 

state school. You try hard but 

struggle academically. Your 

parents are paying for extra 

tuition. 

 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. Your family want 

you to go to school and you 

are determined, but the school 

has no toilet or running water. 

It is a 3 hour walk to get to 

school and your class has 80 

children. 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are a 13 year old girl. You are 

sad because your parents want 

you to finish school next year. Your 

18-year-old sister has 2 children 

and lives with her husband and his 

family. Your school is close to 

home. 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. You are physically 

disabled and it is simply too 

hard to get to school for you. 

Your parents try to teach you to 

read and write but they 

themselves left school at 12. 

 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. You are top of 

your class at the country’s 

most prestigious private 

school. You would like to go 

into politics and aim to become 

Prime Minister. 

 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. Your school isn’t far 

away, has qualified teachers and is 

free but your parents don’t seem to 

notice or care that you have started 

skipping your least favourite 

lessons. Neither of them did well at 

school. 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13. Your parents run a 

shop and are indifferent about 

whether you stay in education 

beyond 15. But you love 

studying, reading and learning. 

 

 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13 and your parents 

want you to do well at school. 

However on your way to 

school you meet a man who 

gives you food and soft drinks. 

Soon you become pregnant. 

 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13 and have just 

completed primary school with 

excellent grades. Your primary 

school was in your village but the 

nearest secondary school is 30 

miles away. There is no public 

transport. 

Imagine your life as an adult… 

You are 13 and have just started 

secondary school. At primary 

school lessons were taught in 

your home language. At 

secondary school lessons are 

taught in English. You don’t 

understand English. 

Imagine your life as an adult… 
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Activity Sheet 3– Grid for note-taking whilst watching the film 

Use the grid below to take brief notes about each child’s journey to school within the 

film ‘On the Way to School’.  

 Jackson, Kenya Carlito, 

Argentina 

Zahira, Morocco Samuel and his 

brothers, India 

What shows you 

that their 

families support 

their education? 

    

How long does 

their journey 

take? 

 

 

    

What is their 

means of 

transport? 

 

 

    

What difficulties 

or dangers do 

they face along 

the way? 

    

What do they 

take with them? 

 

 

 

    

Do they get any 

help from 

anyone to get to 

school? 

 

 

    

Does the child 

take their 

education 

seriously? What 

gave you that 

impression? 

    

What is their 

ambition in life? 

 

 

 

    

After watching: Re-word the questions above to ‘interview’ a friend. They must 

interview you too. When you have finished discuss how your answers compared with 

the young people’s in the film? 


