
For support with taking action or setting up a Youth Ambassadors Group, get in touch 
with Oxfam’s Education & Youth Team:  

education@oxfam.org.uk  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Everyone needs education to improve their lives but poverty 
prevents many children from going to school in the first 
place. In other words,  the lack of education can trap people 
in poverty. If you can’t get a decent education you are likely 
to be poor and if you are poor you are unlikely get a decent 
education.  

How difficult getting to school can be is shown in the film On 
the Way to School.  

When a country invests in a good quality education for 
everyone people are able to improve their lives and society 
overall becomes more equal. Some excellent background 
reading about the benefits of education is available here. 

 

 WHAT IS BEING DONE?  

In 2000, more than 180 countries agreed on Millennium 
Development Goal 2 to ‘ensure that, by 2015, children 
everywhere, girls and boys alike, will be able to complete a full 
course of primary schooling.’ Back in 2000, there were around 
110 million children out of school. Today there are 58 million. 
Huge progress has been made but there is more to be done. In 
2015 world leaders set new targets to ensure that every child 
receives a quality education. Now is the time for young people 
in the UK to speak out for every child’s right to a good education 
and hold world leaders to their promises. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

1. Learn about unequal access to education and watch the 
film On the Way to School. Go to page 2. 

 

2. Hold an On the Way to School film screening and 
discussion in your school or college. Go to page 3. 

 

3. Make your own film about the issues. Go to page 4. 
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The end of the school day at Pamaronkoh 
Community Primary School, Freetown, Sierra 
Leone 

Photo: John McLaverty/Oxfam 

 “Education is the 
most powerful weapon 
which you can use to 
change the world.”  
Nelson Mandela  

 

~ 

“Whatever the cost of 
our libraries, the price 
is cheap compared to 
that of an ignorant 

nation.”  
Walter Cronkite  

http://www.globalpartnership.org/education/the-benefits-of-education
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/367338.Nelson_Mandela
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/30807.Walter_Cronkite
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1. Learn about unequal access to 
education and watch the film On the 
Way to School. 
 
Begin your education campaign by learning about  
the issues. How a lack of access to education can 
trap people further into poverty is probably a new 
topic, so you need to do some thinking and work out 
your own opinions first. 
 
Your ultimate target (see page 3) is  to organise a 
film screening and discussion of ‘On the Way to 
School’ in your school or college, and use this 
opportunity to make people more aware of issues  
around access to education. 

 

What to do 
 
STEP ONE 

Ensure you can show the film On the Way to 
School *(commonly found online as Sur le 
chemin de l'école). On the Way to School is 
available on Netflix as part of a subscription 
and on DVD from a range of retailers.  

 
* Be careful! There are two films with the same 
name – this film was made in 2013 not 2008. 

STEP TWO 

Download the PowerPoint which introduces the 
issues. Your understanding of these issues will be 
developed further by watching the film and 
running the workshop activities. 

 

Divide up the slides and present them to one 
another within your group. Or you could present 
them at an assembly and use the opportunity to 
promote your film screening. 

STEP THREE 

Download the workshop from the On the Way 
to School resource. Divide up the activities 
and assign people to run them with the rest of 
the group. This could be a teacher or 
members of your group The workshop 
includes watching the film and discussing it 
further. 

STEP FOUR 

You should now have a good understanding of 
education and be ready to start organising your 
film screening—see page 3.  
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School in a Delhi slum: is education the route to greater 
equality? 

Photo: David Levene/GCE UK 

http://www.surlechemindelecole.org/?lang=en
http://www.surlechemindelecole.org/?lang=en
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80031302


 

For support with taking action or setting up a Youth Ambassadors Group, get in touch 
with Oxfam’s Education & Youth Team:  

education@oxfam.org.uk  

2. Hold an On the Way to School film screening and 
discussion in your school or college  
 
Now it’s time to put your learning into action and hold an On the Way to 
School film screening and discussion. Make sure you:  
 

Understand the issues around accessing education and can explain 
them to others 
Think about your audience for the film and organise an appropriate 
time, date and venue 
Publicise the screening in your school or college 
Allocate roles and time deadlines to group members  

 

The transferable skills you will develop in organising this screening are 
valuable in other areas of your school and personal life. So you’ll not only 
be helping to raise awareness about an important issue, you’ll also be 
learning useful new skills. 

 
What to do 
 
STEP ONE 

Plan a date and venue for your screening. 
Think about the technical stuff—people often 
forget about loudspeakers! Make sure your 
venue is large enough for your expected 
audience. Liaise with teachers and other 
school staff. 

Next decide how to best publicise your 
screening. For example, you could speak at 
assemblies, put up posters or put it in the 
school newsletter. 

There are tips for holding a great event at 
http://bit.ly/1uNTGd5. 

STEP TWO 

Decide how you want to organise your film 
screening in a way that enables the audience to 
think more deeply about the issues. You could 
include some activities from the workshop. Here 
are 2 suggestions for how to structure this: 

Intro—Game of Life—watch film—don’t use 
the note taking grid but use the discussion 
questions to lead a discussion afterwards.  

Intro—stand up and introduce the film briefly 
and ensure you describe what you learnt 
from the Game of Life activity or from the 
issue outline in the Teacher Guide, the 
audience watch the film using the note 
taking grid and after the film (if time allows) 
interview each other using the questions 
from the note taking grid. Finish by leading a 
discussion using the discussion questions. 

There are lots more ways you can structure your 
screening— make sure you make a plan. 

 
STEP FOUR 

You are now ready to run your screening—have a 
great event! 
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Image: Official press pack. 

Get into film with ON THE WAY TO 

SCHOOL 

STEP THREE 

Ensure you don’t break any copyright rules. 
You need a ‘non-theatrical’ film licence to show 
films and TV programmes in public. The one 
exception is curriculum-based screenings in 
state schools. See more here: www.gov.uk/
showing-films-in-public. If, however, your 
screening is non-curriculum-based, then visit 
this website www.copyrightandschools.org/ for 
advice on preventing copyright infringement. 

http://en.unifrance.org/movie/33991/on-the-way-to-school
http://www.gov.uk/showing-films-in-public
http://www.gov.uk/showing-films-in-public
http://www.copyrightandschools.org/


Photo credit: Into Film 

Theme idea 

A good hook for your video is the Sustainable 
Development Goals. These are a new set of global 
goals set by the UN which will start in September 
2015. Goal 4 is all about Education. Why do YOU 
think Goal 4 is so important? 
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3. Make a film about the issues 

So you’ve watched On the Way to School, 
and you’ve discussed the benefits of 
education and the importance of equal 
access to school. You’ve run and/or 
participated in learning more about the topic. 
By now you must have your own opinions on 
the importance of education. 
 

So why not make a short film to share your 
views and learning? Into Film have great 
how-to guides to help you: www.intofilm.org/
filmmaking.  
 

If you don’t fancy making a film you could 
make a display, a poster, a play, write a 
song or anything else that conveys your 
message. 

WHAT TO DO 
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STEP ONE 

It’s best to decide on your conclusion before you 
begin. Ask yourself: ‘What and who are you 
making your video for?’ This will shape the kind 
of film you create. For example you might be 
making your film to: 

Send to your MP 

Show to the whole school in an assembly  

Show on your school’s website  to share 
with parents, students, teachers, and 
governors etc 

Enter a competition such as Into Film’s 
Film of the Month 

Share on the internet to encourage people 
to do something—eg: sign a petition 

Any combination of the above. 

 

STEP TWO 

Decide what you would like the message of your film to be. 
A campaigning video should be a maximum of three minutes 
long. A good starting point is to story board your film. Before 
you start filming ask your teacher whether your film will be in 
line with your schools’ safeguarding rules.  

STEP THREE 

Make your film. There is lots of advice from Into Film about 
making a great film from pre-production, lighting and sound 
through to editing. And remember you should only use 
copyright free music from sources such as this. 

STEP FOUR 

Show off your finished product. Go back to step one, why 
did you make your film? Make sure your film reaches its in-
tended audience. If you put your video online tweet it to 
@OxfamEducation and we’ll try to share it. 

https://www.tes.co.uk/worldslargestlesson/the-goals/
https://www.tes.co.uk/worldslargestlesson/the-goals/
http://www.intofilm.org/filmmaking
http://www.intofilm.org/filmmaking
http://www.intofilm.org/filmofthemonth
http://www.filmclub.org/resources/details/154/how-to-structure-your-film
http://www.filmclub.org/resources/#id/25
http://www.bensound.com/royalty-free-music

