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Get Into Film with 
On the Way to School 
 
Resource overview 
 
Get Into Film with On the Way to School asks young people to assess the 

importance of children’s journeys to school in determining school attendance. The 

United Nations has pledged that all children should go to school. However, 58 million 

children still miss out and many children around the world do not have a school near 

their home. 

 

The resource accompanies the documentary film On the Way to School which is 

being screened as part of the Into Film Festival for young people in November 2015. 

Young people are supported to develop the knowledge and skills required to host 

their own school screenings of On the Way to School. 

 

The materials are suitable for curriculum-based classroom learning, particularly in 

Citizenship, but have been written primarily for Oxfam Youth Ambassador Groups. 

Youth Ambassadors are supported by a teacher and meet in their own time. They 

learn together about global issues and develop the skills and the confidence to take 

independent action. If you are using this resource in an extra-curricular setting then 

we suggest you register as a Youth Ambassador Group. Registered groups gain 

access to our structured award scheme, badges and certificates, newsletters, new 

resources and one-to-one support by phone and email. 

 

By using this resource young people will… The 
Power 
Point 

The 
Workshop  

The 
Action 
Guide 

KNOW:    

How education influences future life chances    

The efforts that some children have to make to go to 
school 

   

Some of the barriers preventing all children from 
attending school and how they may be overcome 

   

FEEL:    

Solidarity with children around the world    

Confident and empowered to take action    

BE ABLE TO:    

Explain key content and ideas to their peers    

Organise an event    

Produce a short film    

 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/global-citizenship/youth-ambassadors
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Introduction 
 

2015 is an important year for the world’s children.  

 

World leaders gather during September at the United Nations in New York to review 

their promise to ensure every child across the globe receives a primary education.  

 

When the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were agreed in 2000, there were 

114 million children missing out on school. MDG 2 promised to “ensure that, by 

2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course 

of primary schooling.”  

 

In the years following 2000, many countries made rapid progress towards the target 

of universal primary education. However there are currently 58 million children still 

out of school. Girls, children in conflict areas and children with disabilities miss out 

the most. At the current pace of change it will take until 2086 for every child to get an 

education. 

 

 
On the way to school in rural Afghanistan 

Photo: Elissa Bogos/Oxfam 

 

The reasons for children missing out on school are complex and inter-related, and 

there are few simple solutions. Broadly speaking, barriers to education may be 
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classified as demand side barriers or supply side barriers1. Demand side barriers 

include factors such as the level of importance parents place on education and child 

labour. Supply side barriers include factors such as the quality of a school’s teachers 

or its facilities. The geographical location of schools and the distance children travel 

to school are supply side factors. 

 

On the Way to School 
 

On the Way to School (Sur le chemin de l’ecole) is a documentary film which was 

directed by Pascal Plisson and premiered in 20132. It follows the gruelling journeys 

made every day by four children from different countries to attend school. 

 

The film’s website states: ‘Their way to school is an adventure and a true emotional 

story. To them, this is no tour de force, it is just their reality. They are brave and 

determined to go to school to acquire knowledge. Encouraged by their families, the 

children in this movie demonstrate their willingness to move mountains to receive an 

education’.3 

 

 
Still from On the Way to School

4
 

 

                                            
1
 http://bit.ly/1E588q7 pg 4 

2
 http://bit.ly/1NkrJpd  

3
 http://bit.ly/1E3wYHe  

4
 http://bit.ly/1fp087H  

http://bit.ly/1E588q7
http://bit.ly/1NkrJpd
http://bit.ly/1E3wYHe
http://bit.ly/1fp087H
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Distance to school as a barrier to education 
 

The determination of Carlito, Zahira, Jackson and Samuel to attend school against 

all the odds is inspirational.  

 

However, lengthy journeys to school are a significant global supply side barrier to 

education. Schools are frequently located too far from children’s homes or transport 

to school is inadequate. Subsequently, many children around the world fail to make 

their way to school. 

 

For example, almost 25% of respondents to a study in Afghanistan mentioned that 

the distance to school was a major obstacle to girls’ education. Additionally, school 

enrolment declined by 16% for every extra mile children had to travel to school.5 

 

In even the most densely populated states of Nigeria, only a minority of children 

lived within 1km of their school, and cases where children travelled up to 5km to 

school on foot were frequent. The report concluded that: ‘The distance travelled to 

school every day by both primary school pupils and secondary school students has 

substantial adverse effects on attendance at school.’6 

 

 
Sefiyat from Nigeria does not attend school. Her community is separated from the nearest school by a 

fast flowing river without a bridge, preventing her from making her way to school. 

Photo: GCE UK 

                                            
5
 http://bit.ly/1s5etcP pgs 17-19 

6
 http://bit.ly/1K5UCn6  

http://bit.ly/1s5etcP
http://bit.ly/1K5UCn6
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Research in Ghana revealed that 5% of communities are without primary schools 

within a 2km radius and over 30% of communities do not have a school.7 

 

Younger children at the crucial early stages of education are often the most 

vulnerable to dropping out of school due to the distance from a school. Walking 

several kilometres every day is more strenuous for a small child than a teenager. 

Rural schools are frequently located further from children’s homes than urban 

schools, and may suffer additional supply constraints such as poor facilities and low 

teacher quality. Girls travelling long distances to school face additional parental 

concerns about safety, honour and following social norms. Children may be 

discouraged from attending school if they are punished or chastised for arriving late 

after a lengthy walk to school.  

 

These factors combine with others to create significant barriers preventing millions of 

the world’s children from attending school. It takes a steely determination on the part 

of children and their families to overcome these barriers.  

 

Case Study – Fatmata, Sierra Leone 

 
Photo: Aubrey Wade/Oxfam 

 

When Oxfam met Fatmata in 2011, she was a Year 9 student at St Joseph’s Junior 

Secondary School in Makeni, Sierra Leone. Fatmata was then 16 years old.  

 

                                            
7
 http://bit.ly/1E588q7 pgs 75 - 76 

http://bit.ly/1E588q7
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She told us 

 

‘I live in Mashimbra village outside Makeni. The primary school was quite near my 

house but the secondary school is in town and far from home. I get up at 5am so I 

can walk to school in time for classes at 8am. I leave straight after lessons finish at 

4pm and walk home, getting back to the house at 7pm. I then eat, do my homework 

and help my parents in the house. I have seven brothers and four sisters 

 

At the weekend my parents expect me to help with the farm. Sometimes I say I want 

to do extra classes but my parents say don’t do more school, come and help your 

parents. Neither of my parents are educated. They want me to be a lawyer, but they 

also need me to help. 

 

Sometimes I don’t go to school because I’m so tired but I’m determined to do well 

and I want to be a lawyer. Education will never disappoint you. Lots of girls who don’t 

go to school end up giving birth, and then it’s impossible to return.’ 

 

Fatmata’s teacher said she was an excellent student but complained that Fatmata  

was often late for school and tired. She would have liked Fatmata to stay in the 

afternoons for extra-curricular activities,but Fatmata had to go straight home.. 

 

Solutions 
 

Children should not have to make superhuman efforts to attend school every day. It 

is frequently rural areas which experience the lowest school attendance.8 Therefore 

governments should increase investment in education in rural areas where journeys 

to school are often longest. Particular attention should be paid to the needs of girls 

and disabled children as they are often at the greatest risk of dropping out or not 

attending school. In rural Zambia, the provision of bicycles has improved school 

attendance9 but it is not a long term substitute for improved investment in education. 

 

In conclusion, the geographically uneven supply of education frequently combines 

with other dimensions of inequality to create complex challenges for poor people. 

Where you live shouldn’t determine the level of public services you receive, 

particularly as public services are such an important source of ‘virtual income’ for the 

poorest.10 However,  this is the norm in many countries and it requires determined 

efforts to overcome.  

 

                                            
8
 http://bit.ly/1E2HXfv pg 46     

9
 http://bit.ly/1J4droS  

10
 http://bit.ly/1dPXdDV  

http://bit.ly/1E2HXfv
http://bit.ly/1J4droS
http://bit.ly/1dPXdDV
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Curriculum making 

 

Send My Friend to School http://www.sendmyfriend.org/  

Learn and campaign for the right of every child to go to school 

 

Oxfam – Everyone Counts Maths Resource http://bit.ly/1IirjtZ  

Unit 3 Handling Inequality Data – Session 5: How do you travel to school? 

 

On the Way to School http://bit.ly/1LjmOBS   

Learning activities to accompany the film On the Way to School 

 

On the Way to School film trailer (1’ 27”) http://bit.ly/1yAorpX  

 

Filmmaking guides from Into Film http://bit.ly/1MDhvQZ  

Explore how films are made and the skills of those making them 

 

Please share any new resources you develop by emailing education@oxfam.org.uk  

 

 Background reading 

 

UNESCO (2015) - Education for All 2000-2015: Achievements and Challenges (The 

EFA Global Monitoring Report) 

http://bit.ly/1GR1d2q  

 

Oxfam (2014) – Even It Up. Time To End Extreme Poverty http://bit.ly/1E2HXfv  

 

Oxfam/Joint Agency (2011) – High Stakes: Girls’ education in Afghanistan 

http://bit.ly/1s5etcP  

 

Government of Ghana/UNICEF (2012) – Global Initiative on Out-of-School Children: 

Ghana Country Study  

http://bit.ly/1E588q7 

 

Duze C. O. (2010) - Average Distance Travelled To School by Primary and 

Secondary School Students in Nigeria and Its Effect on Attendance. African 

Research Review Vol 4 (4) 

http://bit.ly/1EjoDPQ  

 

 

 

http://www.sendmyfriend.org/
http://bit.ly/1IirjtZ
http://bit.ly/1LjmOBS
http://bit.ly/1yAorpX
http://bit.ly/1MDhvQZ
mailto:education@oxfam.org.uk
http://bit.ly/1GR1d2q
http://bit.ly/1E2HXfv
http://bit.ly/1s5etcP
http://bit.ly/1E588q7
http://bit.ly/1EjoDPQ


Oxfam Education 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education 

 

Page 8 
 

 

Terms of use 
Copyright © Oxfam GB 

You may use these photographs and associated information for the educational purposes at 

your educational institution. With each use, you must credit the photographer named for that 

image and Oxfam.  You may not use images and associated information for commercial 

purposes or outside your educational institution. All information associated with these 

images relates to the date and time that project work took place. 

 

 

Oxfam is grateful for the support of Postcode Heroes Trust, funded by players of the 

People’s Postcode Lottery, in the development of these materials. 

 

 


