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I Am Kalam – discussion questions 

1. What is I Am Kalam about? 

What are the main issues raised by I Am Kalam? 

What are the barriers preventing Kalam from achieving his ambitions? 

Do you think life is getting easier or harder for children like Kalam? Why? 

If you could pass any new laws you liked, what laws would you pass to make life fairer for 

children like Kalam? 

  

2. Inequality in I Am Kalam 

How does I Am Kalam present different inequalities in India society? 

 Between children and adults? 

 Between women and men? 

 Between people from different social backgrounds? 

 Between the poor and the rich? 

 Between people with different jobs? 

 Between people from the countryside and people from the towns and cities? 

 Between Indians and non-Indians? 

 Between the uneducated and the educated? 

 Any others you notice 

Does the film suggest that any of these inequalities are more prominent or important than 

others? 

What does the film suggest is the solution for overcoming these inequalities? Do you agree 

this is the best solution? 

 

3. The audience for I Am Kalam 

Who is the intended audience for I Am Kalam? 

 Is it aimed at mainly an Indian audience or mainly a foreign audience? 

 Is it aimed at mainly children or adults? 

 Who does the film appeal to? 
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4. Media institutions and I Am Kalam 

  

I Am Kalam was the first film in India to be produced by a development organization, the 

Smile Foundation. The Smile Foundation manages projects on education, healthcare, 

livelihood and women’s empowerment.  

It would be unusual for a UK development organization, like Oxfam, to produce a full length 

cinema feature film. Most UK development organizations do, however, produce short low 

budget video clips, mainly for web use. 

  

Why do you think a development organization invested in I Am Kalam? 

 

Do you think a film like I Am Kalam offers value for money for its producers? 

 

How can development organizations, like Oxfam, best communicate their messages in the 

mainstream media? 

  

5. Representation and I Am Kalam 
  

Do you think I Am Kalam is a realistic representation of Kalam and his life? 

 

Are there any events depicted in I Am Kalam that you think are either true to life or else very 

unlikely to happen in real life? 

 

Should I Am Kalam be realistic? Why? 

 

Does I Am Kalam present any of the characters as stereotypes? How does this make you 

feel? 

  

6. Genre and I Am Kalam 
  

What type of film is I Am Kalam? 

 

 Is it a Bollywood film (eg: with choreographed song and dance sequences)? 

 Is it a World Cinema film (eg: featuring Europeans having adventures in exotic locations—  

for example ‘The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’) 

 

Is I Am Kalam like any other film you’ve seen? What other films are similar? 

Did you enjoy I Am Kalam? Why? 

  

  

  

 

 
 


