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Geography taster activities: picturing countries    Age range: 8-14 years 

Outline 
Learners will locate the four Young Lives countries (Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam) and the UK on a world map, before thinking about and discussing what they know about these 
countries already. They will use photographs to prompt discussion about their existing knowledge and consider how preconceptions and assumptions can influence people’s impressions of 
what a place is like. As a follow-up activity, learners could use secondary sources of information to further develop their knowledge about these countries. 

Learning objectives 

 To be able to locate the four Young Lives countries and the UK on a world map, along 
with the bordering countries and bodies of water. 

 To communicate existing knowledge about the four Young Lives countries. 

 To understand how preconceptions and assumptions can influence our ideas about 
what a place is like. 

Learning outcomes 

 Learners will locate the four Young Lives countries and the UK on a world map, along with 
bordering countries and bodies of water. 

 Learners will identify their existing knowledge about these countries as well as what else 
they might like to find out. 

 Learners will use photographs to explore their existing knowledge and assumptions about 
these countries. 

Key questions 

 What do you know about these countries already? What would you like to find out? 

 What do you think life in these countries is like?  

 Where do you think this photograph was taken? 

 What evidence are you basing your ideas or assumptions on? 

 Do you think people’s assumptions about what places are like are always correct? 

Resources 

 Slideshow: slides 2–7 

 Resource sheets:  
1) – 5) Country snapshots: A, B, C, D and E 
6) – 7) Country snapshots: reference notes 1 and 2 

 Activity sheet:  
1) Where in the world? 

Curriculum links 

England 
Pupils should be taught to: 
KS2 Geography 
Locational knowledge 

 Locate the world’s countries, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Human and physical geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

KS3 Geography  
Aims 

 Be competent in the geographical skills needed to 
interpret a range of sources of geographical information 
and communicate information in a variety of ways. 

Place knowledge 

 Understand geographical similarities, differences and 
links between places through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region within Africa and within 
Asia. 

Wales 
KS2 Geography 
Understanding places, environments and processes 

 Identify and describe natural and human features. 

 Identify similarities and differences to describe, compare 
and contrast places and environments. 

Communicating 

 Express their own opinions and be aware that people 
have different points of view about places, environments 
and geographical issues. 

KS3 Geography 
Locating places, environments and patterns 

 Use maps, plans and imagery of different types and 
scales and ICT to interpret and present locational 
information. 

Communicating 

 Communicate findings, ideas and information using 
geographical terminology, maps, visual images, a range 
of graphical techniques and ICT. 

Investigating 

 Analyse and evaluate ideas and evidence, answer 
questions and justify conclusions. 

Scotland 
Primary Social Studies 

 To extend my mental map and sense of place, I can interpret 
information from different types of maps and am beginning to 
locate key features within Scotland, UK, Europe or the wider 
world. 

SOC 2-14a 
Secondary Social studies 

 I can use a range of maps and geographical information 
systems to gather, interpret and present conclusions and can 
locate a range of features within Scotland, the UK, Europe and 
the wider world.  

SOC 3-14a 
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Activity 1 (30 min) 

Where in the world? 

 Use slides 3 and 4 of the slideshow to briefly introduce learners to the Young Lives project. 

 Show the world map on slide 5. Ask learners if they can locate the UK and the four Young Lives 

countries (Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam) on the world map. Click forward on the slide to 

reveal the locations of these countries.  

 Organise learners into pairs and give each pair a copy of Where in the world? (Activity sheet 1 - 

enlarged to A3). Ask learners to locate and label the UK and the four Young Lives countries 

(Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam) on their world map.  

 On their map, ask learners to label the continents that each of the countries belong to. Discuss 

which countries and bodies of water border each of the featured countries and ask learners to 

mark these on their map. Learners may need to look up information in an atlas or on the 

internet. 

 Discuss any facts that learners know about these four countries already, using the following 

questions as prompts:  

o What do you know about these four countries already? Begin to explore the issue of 

stereotyping by asking learners if they think what they are saying applies to every region and 

everyone living in that country. 

o What do you think life in these countries is like? Why do you think this? 

o What words do you associate with these countries? 

o What would you like to find out about these countries? What questions would you like to 

ask? 

 As an extension activity, learners could work individually or in groups to create lists of words that 

they associate with each of the countries. Learners’ word lists could be used to create a class 

word cloud for each country. Make words which are used more frequently appear more 

prominently in the word cloud . Alternatively, you could create a digital word cloud by using the 

following link: www.wordle.net/. A simple example is provided below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Display the word clouds. Which words or assumptions were the most common? Discuss where 

learners’ ideas have come from; for example, from television, books or the media. 

http://www.wordle.net/
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Activity 2 (30 min) 

Challenging assumptions 

 Note: If less time is available, learners could discuss the selection of images provided on slide 7 

as a whole class. 

 Organise learners into groups of three. Print off copies of the photographs in Country snapshots 

(Resource sheets 1 to 5) and give a different set to each group (A, B, C, D or E). Explain that 

each set of photographs was taken in one of the Young Lives countries (Ethiopia, India, Peru or 

Viet Nam) or the UK. Ask learners to look through their photographs and decide which country 

they think their set of photographs is from. Ask learners the following questions:  

o Why do you think your photographs are from that country? What about the photographs 

makes you think this?  

o What ideas or assumptions about these countries are you using to help you decide where 

the photographs are from?  

o What evidence are you basing your ideas or assumptions on? 

o What do you think each of your photographs are of? 

o Do you think this photograph was taken in an urban or rural locality? Why do you think this? 

o Do you have any questions you would like to ask about any of the photographs? If so, what 

are they? How could you find out the answers? 

 Circulate the Country snapshots so that each group has the chance to see each set of 

photographs.  

 Allow time for learners to share their ideas about each set of photographs and then share the 

correct answers provided in the Country snapshots: reference notes (Resource sheets 6 to 7). 

Discuss learners’ responses and ask them the following questions:  

o Did any of the photographs from the different countries surprise you? 

o Do you think it is possible to show what a country is like in just eight photographs? Why/why 

not? Point out that in Country Snapshots E, the images from the UK are not representative of 

the country as a whole. 

o Do you think our assumptions about what places are like are always correct?  

o What images would you choose to represent the UK and why? Use this question to draw out 

the difficulty of summing up a whole country in a few images and therefore, the fact that it is 

important not to assume too much about a country from just a few images.  

 

Further ideas 

 With younger or less able learners, try Unit 1 Session 4 from Oxfam’s Everyone Counts maths 

resource for 8 to 12 year olds:  

www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/everyone-counts  

 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/everyone-counts
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 With older or more able learners, try other activities from Oxfam’s More or Less Equal? 

geography resources for 11 to 16 year olds:  

www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/more-or-less-equal-geography  

 Images are a valuable tool in global citizenship, helping learners to strengthen their questioning, 

critical thinking and cooperation skills; challenge assumptions and stereotypes; build empathy 

and develop respect for others. Further ideas for using images are provided on the Oxfam 

Education website:  

o www.oxfam.org.uk/education/teacher-support/tools-and-guides/images-and-artefacts  

o www.oxfam.org.uk/education/education-blog/2014/05/ten-tips-for-using-images-for-global-

citizenship 

 Learners could work in small groups to conduct further research about one of the Young Lives 

countries, using the internet and other secondary sources of information . Learners could then 

use the information they have gathered to create a presentation, video or leaflet about the 

country. 

 Ask learners to think further about what photographs they would select to represent the UK (or 

their locality). Limit learners to just a small number of photographs to reinforce how difficult it is 

to represent a whole country with just a few images. What do learners feel are important 

messages about the UK (or their locality) to get across to others?  Learners could then collect or 

take a selection of photographs and create a collage with them. 

 

Terms of use 

Copyright © Oxfam GB / Young Lives 

You may use these photographs and associated information for the educational purposes at your 

educational institution. With each use, you must credit the photographer named for that image, as 

well as Oxfam and Young Lives. You may not use the images and associated information for 

commercial purposes or outside of your educational institution. All information associated with these 

images relates to the date and time that project work took place. 

 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/more-or-less-equal-geography
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/teacher-support/tools-and-guides/images-and-artefacts
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/education-blog/2014/05/ten-tips-for-using-images-for-global-citizenship
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/education-blog/2014/05/ten-tips-for-using-images-for-global-citizenship
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Where in the world?                     Activity sheet 1 

 Can you locate the UK, Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam on this world map? 

 Which continent is each of these countries in? Label these continents on the map. 

 Which countries and bodies of water border each of these countries? Label these on the map. 

Source: Geographical Association www.geography.org.uk 

http://www.geography.org.uk/
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Country snapshots A       Resource sheet 1 
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Country snapshots B       Resource sheet 2 
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Country snapshots C       Resource sheet 3 
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Country snapshots D       Resource sheet 4 
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Country snapshots E       Resource sheet 5 
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Country snapshots: reference notes 1   Resource sheet 6 

Country snapshots A: Ethiopia               

Image info (clockwise from top left) Image credit 

People on their way to collect water from hand-dug open wells at a river bed in 

rural Ethiopia. 

Jane Beesley/Oxfam 

Members of the Assosa Farmers’ Enterprise selling vegetables at a market in 

the region of Benishangul Gumuz in Ethiopia. 

Carol Salter/Oxfam 

 

Traffic in Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia. Justin Clements 

www.flickr.com/photos/giustino/38838510/in/set-864476/ 

A little girl helping to move wood in rural Ethiopia. Most children in rural 

Ethiopia start helping their parents from the age of six. 

© Young Lives/Antonio Fiorente 

 

Young people on their way to school in rural Ethiopia. In some parts of 

Ethiopia, children can spend up to an hour walking each way to school.  

© Young Lives/Yisak Tafere 

The view from Imet Gogo near Geech base camp, near Ras Dashan in the 

Simien Mountains. 

Giustino 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semien_Mountains#/media/File:Semien_Mountai

ns_02.jpg 

Dembel Shopping Centre, Addis Ababa. Vob08 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dembel_City_Center#/media/File:Dembel_City_

Center.jpg 

Many children in Addis Ababa live in homes made of corrugated iron. This 

area is soon due to be demolished to make way for new buildings. All the 

families living here will have to move. 

© Young Lives/Alula Pankhurst 

 

Country snapshots B: India           

Image info (clockwise from top left) Image credit 

A slum area in Delhi. David Levene/Oxfam. 

Housing for the wealthier upper middle class rises above the shacks that are 

home to the residents of a slum area called Shanti Busti in the city of Lucknow, 

Uttar Pradesh.  

Tom Pietrasik/Oxfam 

 

Scenic greenery of Nagullanka village in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Kotikalapudi S.V.D. Prasad 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh#/media/File:Scenic_Gre

enery_of_Nagullanka_Village_by_Prasad_SVD.jpg 

A night scene in the city of Anantapur in Andhra Pradesh.  Abbie Trayler-Smith/Oxfam 

The city overlooking the Beach Road 4, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. Nballa 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh#/media/File:Vizagcity.jpg 

A young woman collects water in rural Andhra Pradesh. © Young Lives/Sarika Gulati 

A market place in a rural village in Andhra Pradesh. © Young Lives/Centre for Economic and Social Studies 

A twice-weekly vegetable market in the town of Bara Gaon, in the Faizabad 

District of Uttar Pradesh. 

Tom Pietrasik/Oxfam 

Country snapshots C: Peru          

Image info (clockwise from top left) Image credit 

The market at the Gastronomic Festival Mistura in Lima, the largest food 

festival in the world. Potatoes are one of the staple crops in the country and 

they are the main food of Andean communities. 

Percy Ramírez/Oxfam 

An aerial view of the city of Cusco. This city is in the south-east of Peru, at an 

altitude of 3,400m, and was the capital of the Inca empire. 

Paul Newbon/Marilene Ch’ng  

 

Pabellones district, province of Canas, Cusco region. Percy Ramírez/Oxfam 

Housing in a suburb on the outskirts of Lima. © Young Lives/Mónica Bazán 

Playing outside a house in the Amazon region of Peru. © Young Lives/Raúl Egúsquiza Turriate 

 

Looking out over Lima, Peru's capital city, at sunset. Quado678 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lima,_Peru_Sunset_Skyline_%26_C

ityscape.png 

A slum area called Pueblo Joven in the southern part of Lima. 

 

Håkan Svensson Xauxa 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lima_PuebloJov_4.jpg 

Walking along a road in the mountains of Peru. © Young Lives/Raúl Egúsquiza Turriate 

 

file://GBMANDC01/Users/lnewbon1/My%20Documents/Downloads/www.flickr.com/photos/giustino/38838510/in/set-864476/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semien_Mountains#/media/File:Semien_Mountains_02.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semien_Mountains#/media/File:Semien_Mountains_02.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dembel_City_Center#/media/File:Dembel_City_Center.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dembel_City_Center#/media/File:Dembel_City_Center.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh#/media/File:Scenic_Greenery_of_Nagullanka_Village_by_Prasad_SVD.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh#/media/File:Scenic_Greenery_of_Nagullanka_Village_by_Prasad_SVD.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh#/media/File:Vizagcity.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lima,_Peru_Sunset_Skyline_%26_Cityscape.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lima,_Peru_Sunset_Skyline_%26_Cityscape.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lima_PuebloJov_4.jpg
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Country snapshots: reference notes 2   Resource sheet 7 

Country snapshots D: Viet Nam         

Image info (clockwise from top left) Image credit 

Bustling nightlife in Tra Vinh town centre. Abbie Trayler-Smith/Oxfam 

Hom Market in Hà Noi sells food items ranging from live fowl to dried mushrooms. Abbie Trayler-Smith/Oxfam 

A floating fishing village in Halong Bay (UNESCO World Heritage Site). © Young Lives/Caroline Knowles 

Harvesting rice in rural Viet Nam.  © Young Lives/Nguyen Quang Thai & Trinh Van Dang 

 

Rubbish collection in Viet Nam. © Young Lives/Nguyen Quang Thai & Trinh Van Dang 

 

A typical classroom in Viet Nam. © Young Lives/Nguyen Quang Thai & Trinh Van Dang 

 

Going to school in Viet Nam. Nearly all children use bicycles to get to school. 

Smaller children are often taken to school by their parents on motor-cycles. 

© Young Lives/Nguyen Quang Thai & Trinh Van Dang 

 

Rice fields in Mai Châu, Hòa Bình province, in the north-west of Viet Nam. © Young Lives/Caroline Knowles 

Country snapshots E: UK  

Image info (clockwise from top left) Image credit 

The minaret of Birmingham Central Mosque set against the skyline of the Five 

Ways district of Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

JimmyGuano 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham#/media/File:Five-Ways-and-

Birmingham-Central-Mosque-II.jpg 

Red Road Flats, Glasgow. AxaxaxaxMlö 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RedRoadFlats.jpg  

Sheep and cattle in Snowdonia National Park. Eric Jones 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sheep_and_cattle_at_the_back

_of_Snowdon_View_-_geograph.org.uk_-

_568127.jpg?uselang=en-gb 

 Vegetable stall on Whitechapel Market in Whitechapel Road, London. SilkTork 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:East_End_of_London?usel

ang=en-gb#/media/File:Veg_stall_2.jpg 

Giant's Causeway, County Antrim. code poet 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland#/media/File:Causeway-

code_poet-4.jpg 

Houses of Parliament and the River Thames, London. DaniKauf 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/London#/media/File:Westminster_pa

lace.jpg 

Inveraray Bridge on Loch Fyne.  Michael Parrry 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Scotland#/media/File:Inveraray_Brid

ge_-_Loch_Fyne.jpg 

Bridge Street, Chester. Crashlanded, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester#/media/File:Bridge_Street,_Chester.

jpg 

 
 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham#/media/File:Five-Ways-and-Birmingham-Central-Mosque-II.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham#/media/File:Five-Ways-and-Birmingham-Central-Mosque-II.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RedRoadFlats.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sheep_and_cattle_at_the_back_of_Snowdon_View_-_geograph.org.uk_-_568127.jpg?uselang=en-gb
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sheep_and_cattle_at_the_back_of_Snowdon_View_-_geograph.org.uk_-_568127.jpg?uselang=en-gb
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sheep_and_cattle_at_the_back_of_Snowdon_View_-_geograph.org.uk_-_568127.jpg?uselang=en-gb
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:East_End_of_London?uselang=en-gb#/media/File:Veg_stall_2.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:East_End_of_London?uselang=en-gb#/media/File:Veg_stall_2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland#/media/File:Causeway-code_poet-4.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland#/media/File:Causeway-code_poet-4.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/London#/media/File:Westminster_palace.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/London#/media/File:Westminster_palace.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Scotland#/media/File:Inveraray_Bridge_-_Loch_Fyne.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Scotland#/media/File:Inveraray_Bridge_-_Loch_Fyne.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester#/media/File:Bridge_Street,_Chester.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester#/media/File:Bridge_Street,_Chester.jpg

