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Geography taster activities : picturing countries     Age range: 8-14 years 

Outline 
Learners will locate the four Young Lives countries (Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam) and the UK on a world map, before thinking about and discussing what they know about these 
countries already. They will use photographs to prompt discussion about their existing knowledge and consider how preconceptions and assumptions can influence peopleôs impressions of 
what a place is like. As a follow-up activity, learners could use secondary sources of information to further develop their knowledge about these countries. 

Learning objectives 

¶ To be able to locate the four Young Lives countries and the UK on a world map, along 
with the bordering countries and bodies of water. 

¶ To communicate existing knowledge about the four Young Lives countries. 

¶ To understand how preconceptions and assumptions can influence our ideas about 
what a place is like. 

Learning outcomes 

¶ Learners will locate the four Young Lives countries and the UK on a world map, along with 
bordering countries and bodies of water. 

¶ Learners will identify their existing knowledge about these countries as well as what else 
they might like to find out. 

¶ Learners will use photographs to explore their existing knowledge and assumptions about 
these countries. 

Key questions 

¶ What do you know about these countries already? What would you like to find out? 

¶ What do you think life in these countries is like?  

¶ Where do you think this photograph was taken? 

¶ What evidence are you basing your ideas or assumptions on? 

¶ Do you think peopleôs assumptions about what places are like are always correct? 

Resources 

¶ Slideshow: slides 2ï7 

¶ Resource sheets:  
1) ï 5) Country snapshots: A, B, C, D and E 
6) ï 7) Country snapshots: reference notes 1 and 2 

¶ Activity sheet:  
1) Where in the world? 

Curriculum links 

England 
Pupils should be taught to: 
KS2 Geography 
Locational knowledge 

¶ Locate the worldôs countries, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Human and physical geography 

¶ Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

KS3 Geography  
Aims 

¶ Be competent in the geographical skills needed to 
interpret a range of sources of geographical information 
and communicate information in a variety of ways. 

Place knowledge 

¶ Understand geographical similarities, differences and 
links between places through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region within Africa and within 
Asia. 

Wales 
KS2 Geography 
Understanding places, environments and processes 

¶ Identify and describe natural and human features. 

¶ Identify similarities and differences to describe, compare 
and contrast places and environments. 

Communicating 

¶ Express their own opinions and be aware that people 
have different points of view about places, environments 
and geographical issues. 

KS3 Geography 
Locating places, environments and patterns 

¶ Use maps, plans and imagery of different types and 
scales and ICT to interpret and present locational 
information. 

Communicating 

¶ Communicate findings, ideas and information using 
geographical terminology, maps, visual images, a range 
of graphical techniques and ICT. 

Investigating 

¶ Analyse and evaluate ideas and evidence, answer 
questions and justify conclusions. 

Scotland 
Primary Social Studies 

¶ To extend my mental map and sense of place, I can interpret 
information from different types of maps and am beginning to 
locate key features within Scotland, UK, Europe or the wider 
world. 

SOC 2-14a 
Secondary Social studies 

¶ I can use a range of maps and geographical information 
systems to gather, interpret and present conclusions and can 
locate a range of features within Scotland, the UK, Europe and 
the wider world.  

SOC 3-14a 
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Activity 1 (30 min) 

Where in the world? 

¶ Use slides 3 and 4 of the slideshow to briefly introduce learners to the Young Lives project. 

¶ Show the world map on slide 5. Ask learners if they can locate the UK and the four Young Lives 

countries (Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam) on the world map. Click forward on the slide to 

reveal the locations of these countries.  

¶ Organise learners into pairs and give each pair a copy of Where in the world? (Activity sheet 1 - 

enlarged to A3). Ask learners to locate and label the UK and the four Young Lives countries 

(Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam) on their world map.  

¶ On their map, ask learners to label the continents that each of the countries belong to. Discuss 

which countries and bodies of water border each of the featured countries and ask learners to 

mark these on their map. Learners may need to look up information in an atlas or on the 

internet. 

¶ Discuss any facts that learners know about these four countries already, using the following 

questions as prompts:  

o What do you know about these four countries already? Begin to explore the issue of 

stereotyping by asking learners if they think what they are saying applies to every region and 

everyone living in that country. 

o What do you think life in these countries is like? Why do you think this? 

o What words do you associate with these countries? 

o What would you like to find out about these countries? What questions would you like to 

ask? 

¶ As an extension activity, learners could work individually or in groups to create lists of words that 

they associate with each of the countries. Learnersô word lists could be used to create a class 

word cloud for each country. Make words which are used more frequently appear more 

prominently in the word cloud . Alternatively, you could create a digital word cloud by using the 

following link: www.wordle.net/. A simple example is provided below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Display the word clouds. Which words or assumptions were the most common? Discuss where 

learnersô ideas have come from; for example, from television, books or the media. 

http://www.wordle.net/


 
 

 
Copyright © Oxfam GB. You may reproduce this document for educational purposes only.  Page | 3 
Comparing Young Lives - Geography session 

Oxfam Education 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education 

Activity 2 (30 min) 

Challenging assumptions 

¶ Note: If less time is available, learners could discuss the selection of images provided on slide 7 

as a whole class. 

¶ Organise learners into groups of three. Print off copies of the photographs in Country snapshots 

(Resource sheets 1 to 5) and give a different set to each group (A, B, C, D or E). Explain that 

each set of photographs was taken in one of the Young Lives countries (Ethiopia, India, Peru or 

Viet Nam) or the UK. Ask learners to look through their photographs and decide which country 

they think their set of photographs is from. Ask learners the following questions:  

o Why do you think your photographs are from that country? What about the photographs 

makes you think this?  

o What ideas or assumptions about these countries are you using to help you decide where 

the photographs are from?  

o What evidence are you basing your ideas or assumptions on? 

o What do you think each of your photographs are of? 

o Do you think this photograph was taken in an urban or rural locality? Why do you think this? 

o Do you have any questions you would like to ask about any of the photographs? If so, what 

are they? How could you find out the answers? 

¶ Circulate the Country snapshots so that each group has the chance to see each set of 

photographs.  

¶ Allow time for learners to share their ideas about each set of photographs and then share the 

correct answers provided in the Country snapshots: reference notes (Resource sheets 6 to 7). 

Discuss learnersô responses and ask them the following questions:  

o Did any of the photographs from the different countries surprise you? 

o Do you think it is possible to show what a country is like in just eight photographs? Why/why 

not? Point out that in Country Snapshots E, the images from the UK are not representative of 

the country as a whole. 

o Do you think our assumptions about what places are like are always correct?  

o What images would you choose to represent the UK and why? Use this question to draw out 

the difficulty of summing up a whole country in a few images and therefore, the fact that it is 

important not to assume too much about a country from just a few images.  

 

Further ideas 

¶ With younger or less able learners, try Unit 1 Session 4 from Oxfamôs Everyone Counts maths 

resource for 8 to 12 year olds:  

www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/everyone-counts  

 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/everyone-counts
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¶ With older or more able learners, try other activities from Oxfamôs More or Less Equal? 

geography resources for 11 to 16 year olds:  

www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/more-or-less-equal-geography  

¶ Images are a valuable tool in global citizenship, helping learners to strengthen their questioning, 

critical thinking and cooperation skills; challenge assumptions and stereotypes; build empathy 

and develop respect for others. Further ideas for using images are provided on the Oxfam 

Education website:  

o www.oxfam.org.uk/education/teacher-support/tools-and-guides/images-and-artefacts  

o www.oxfam.org.uk/education/education-blog/2014/05/ten-tips-for-using-images-for-global-

citizenship 

¶ Learners could work in small groups to conduct further research about one of the Young Lives 

countries, using the internet and other secondary sources of information . Learners could then 

use the information they have gathered to create a presentation, video or leaflet about the 

country. 

¶ Ask learners to think further about what photographs they would select to represent the UK (or 

their locality). Limit learners to just a small number of photographs to reinforce how difficult it is 

to represent a whole country with just a few images. What do learners feel are important 

messages about the UK (or their locality) to get across to others?  Learners could then collect or 

take a selection of photographs and create a collage with them. 

 

Terms of use 

Copyright © Oxfam GB / Young Lives 

You may use these photographs and associated information for the educational purposes at your 

educational institution. With each use, you must credit the photographer named for that image, as 

well as Oxfam and Young Lives. You may not use the images and associated information for 

commercial purposes or outside of your educational institution. All information associated with these 

images relates to the date and time that project work took place. 

 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/more-or-less-equal-geography
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/teacher-support/tools-and-guides/images-and-artefacts
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/education-blog/2014/05/ten-tips-for-using-images-for-global-citizenship
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/education-blog/2014/05/ten-tips-for-using-images-for-global-citizenship
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Where in the world?                     Activity sheet 1 

¶ Can you locate the UK, Ethiopia, India, Peru and Viet Nam on this world map? 

¶ Which continent is each of these countries in? Label these continents on the map. 

¶ Which countries and bodies of water border each of these countries? Label these on the map. 

Source: Geographical Association www.geography.org.uk 

http://www.geography.org.uk/


 

Copyright © Oxfam GB. You may reproduce this document for educational purposes only.                Page | 6  
Comparing Young Lives - Geography session 

Oxfam Education 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education 

Country snapshots A       Resource sheet 1 
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Country snapshots B       Resource sheet 2 


