
A sporting chance?

Use the Olympics to explore inequality



GEOGRAPHY 
SESSION

Equal or unequal?



WHERE IN THE WORLD?

UK

Peru

Viet Nam

Ethiopia India

Can you locate the UK and Brazil on a world map?



FLAG SPOTTING



What similarities and 
differences do you think 
there are between these 
countries and the people 
living in them?

SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES



WHAT DOES INEQUALITY MEAN?
We can think of inequality as the difference 
between the things some groups of people 
have compared to other people.

It is a bit like looking at how a big a slice of 
cake one person has compared to another. 



INEQUALITY BETWEEN COUNTRIES

There is inequality between 
countries in the world.

This means things are not 
shared fairly between 
countries.

For example, some 
countries are wealthy while 
others are extremely poor.



Put these countries in order by their 
average income per person.

•  Nigeria

•  Brazil

•  Nepal

•  UK

$11,530
 

$43,430
 

$2,970
 

$730
 



INEQUALITY WITHIN COUNTRIES

There is also inequality within countries.

This means things are not shared fairly 
within the same country.

For example, some people may have more 
money than others.



SCORING INEQUALITY WITHIN 
COUNTRIES 

Countries can be given a score (called the Gini index) to show how 
equal or unequal they are. 

0 
A score of 0 means that the country is completely equal, that 
everyone in that country has the same amount of money.

That would look something like this:

In reality, no country looks like this. 



SCORING INEQUALITY WITHIN COUNTRIES
 

A score of 100 means the country is completely unequal. 

This would look something like this:

100 

In reality, thankfully, no country looks like this either. 



INEQUALITY WITHIN COUNTRIES 

What do you think the equality score for the UK is? 

What do you think equality score for Brazil is? 

Where would they come on the chart below?

   0                 25                     50                      75                  100

Completely 
Equal 

Completely 
Unequal 

Brazil UK



THINKING ABOUT INEQUALITY
Inequality is not just about how money is shared 
between and within countries.

There can also be inequality in the kinds of 
opportunities people have in life.



MEDALS AND ATHLETES

1st
2nd

3rd



Average income 
per person

Life expectancy

Carbon footprint

OLYMPIC TRUMPS

Gender equality 
score

Fairness score

Population



HIGHEST OR LOWEST?

•  London 2012 Olympics athletes (highest score is best) 

•  London 2012 Olympics medal total (highest score is best)

•  Life expectancy (highest score is best)

•  Average income per person (highest score is best)

•  Fairness score (lowest score is best)

•  Population (highest score is best) 

•  Gender equality score (highest score is best)

•  Carbon footprint (lowest score is best)



TIME TO THINK
• What differences do you notice 

between the countries?
• Do any of these statistics surprise 

you? Which ones and why?
• Do you notice any patterns between 

the numbers of Olympic medals and 
athletes a country has and its other 
indicator values?



QUESTIONING THE DATA
• Which country has the lowest value 

for this indicator?
• Which country has the highest value 

for this indicator?
• Choose two countries. What is the 

difference between their indicator 
values? Repeat this for another pair 
of countries.



THINKING ABOUT MAPS
• Which countries have the highest values for these 

indicators?
• Which countries have the lowest values for these 

indicators?
• What do you think might be the reasons for the 

differences in average income per person 
between countries?

• What do you think might be the reasons for the 
differences in the Olympics medal total between 
countries?

• Do you think these inequalities are fair?



INCOME PER PERSON



OLYMPIC MEDALS
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