
A sporting chance?

Use the Olympics to explore inequality



ENGLISH SESSION

Equal or unequal lives?



WHAT DOES INEQUALITY MEAN?
We can think of inequality as the difference 
between the things some groups of people 
have compared to other people.

It is a bit like looking at how a big a slice of 
cake one person has compared to another. 



INEQUALITY BETWEEN COUNTRIES

There is inequality between 
countries in the world.

This means things are not 
shared fairly between 
countries.

For example, some 
countries are wealthy while 
others are extremely poor.



INEQUALITY WITHIN COUNTRIES

There is also inequality within countries.

This means things are not shared fairly 
within the same country.

For example, some people may have more 
money than others.



THINKING ABOUT INEQUALITY
Inequality is not just about how money is shared 
between and within countries.

There can also be inequality in the kinds of 
opportunities people have in life.



TIME TO THINK
• Did people line up in roughly the correct order? 
• How did you decide where your place was in the 

hierarchy? 
• How did those at the bottom and the top feel 

about their treatment? 
• How did you feel about the position or treatment 

of other group members? 
• Did everyone play by the rules?
• Why do people play by rules that are unfair to 

them?





TAKE A STEP FORWARD IF...

1. You receive or received a primary school 
education.

2. You receive or received a secondary 
education.

3. You are never short of food or water.
4. You can afford to see a doctor and buy 

medicine when you have health problems.
5. You have the power to influence people in 

your community.



TAKE A STEP FORWARD IF...
6. You have people who care about you and 

protect you.
7. You don’t have to do dangerous things in 

order to survive.
8. You can afford a place to live.
9. You have good enough reading and 

writing skills to get a job that provides a 
regular salary. 

10. If you lose your way of making an    
income, you can probably find another.



FOR THE OLYMPICS

Some people are very happy about the 
Olympic Games coming to Rio de 
Janeiro in 2016.

What do you think might be the benefits 
of hosting the Olympic Games?



Find out about some of the protests that 
took place in the lead up to the Rio 
Olympics.

AGAINST THE OLYMPICS

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/22947992

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/22947992
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