PROJECT EFFECTIVENESS REVIEWS
‘enhancing effectiveness through evidence-based learning’

Safe Age of Marriage and Women’s Economic
Empowerment: Yemen 2012/13
The “Safe Age of Marriage and Women’s Economic Empowerment” (SAMWEE) project in Yemen is implemented in
collaboration with partner organisations in Hodeidah and Hadramout governorates of Yemen, and has had two aims:
firstly, to promote safe age of marriage (that is, to deter early marriage) through national and local-level advocacy and
campaigning, and secondly, to strengthen women’s livelihoods through improving opportunities for employment and
self-employment.
Under the safe age of marriage component of the project, advocacy work was carried out at a national level with the
aim of establishing 18 years old as a new norm for the minimum age for marriage. At the same time, awarenessraising campaigns were carried out in several districts in two governorates of Yemen, Hodeidah and Hadramout,
in order to change local attitudes towards the acceptance of early marriage. The campaigns involved working to
inﬂuence district authorities, sheikhs and religious leaders, as well as conducting workshops and awareness-raising
sessions for the general public.
The second component of the project, on women’s economic empowerment, itself had two sub-components. One of
these focused on advocacy for gender-sensitive employment politices in government bodies and private companies
in Hodeidah and Hadramout. The second component aimed to promote opportunities for self-employment for women
in rural communities, by providing microcredit and business skills training. These activities were carried out in three
districts, Hais district in Hodeidah Governorate, and Sey’oun and Sah districts in Hadramout Governorate.
What affects a woman’s ability to control her own
circumstances and fulfil her own interests and priorities?
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Figure 1: The ﬁgure presents the different
dimensions and characteristics of women’s
empowerment assessed in this effectiveness
review.
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Evaluation method

Results

The survey was carried with a random sample of 218
women in the three project districts who had received
at least one microcredit loan from one of the partner
organisations between 2010 and early 2013. Many
of these women are known to have taken more than
one loan from the partner organisations (the median
number of loans these women reported having borrowed
since 2006 was two), and some of these women also
received business skills training as part of the project.
The survey was also carried out with 339 women from
the nearby comparison districts. The questionnaire
collected data relating to households’ (and specifically
women’s) access to and use of credit, engagement in
household businesses, indicators of material wellbeing
and socio-economic status, and outcomes related to
women’s empowerment. At the analysis stage, the
statistical tools of propensity-score matching and multivariable regression were used to control for differences
between the supported and comparison women in their
demographic and socio-economic characteristics.

The results show a positive effect on the availability of
credit and on households’ use of credit in the districts
where the project was implemented. This effect is
clearest in Hadramout Governorate. However, significant
numbers of respondents reported that decisions over
whether to borrow and how to use their loans remained in
the hands of their husbands or other male
household members. There is some evidence that the
credit enabled women to engage in productive activities
to a greater extent than they otherwise would have, but
there is no apparent change in the contribution they make
to household income. In terms of women’s empowerment,
there is reasonably good evidence that women surveyed
in the project districts in Hadramout score positively on
more of the characteristics of empowerment than women
in the comparison districts, in particular on attitudes to
women’s domestic and economic roles, self-efficacy,
access to credit, and group participation. Approximately
10 per cent of the women in the project districts recalled
having participated in training or a workshop on safe age
of marriage at some time in 2006. However, there does
not seem to be any difference between women in these
districts and those in the comparison districts in terms of
opinions on early marriage.

Rating key: - Evidence supporting large impact;
- Evidence
supporting more modest impact; - Evidence of large impact, but only
for specific sub-groups/measures;
- Evidence of modest impact, but
only for specific sub-groups/measures;
- No evidence of impact

Outcome

Rating

Commentary

Access to credit

Households in project districts have better access to credit than those in
comparison districts, particularly in Hadramout Governorate.

Increased women’s
economic activity

Some evidence that women in project districts were engaging in
productive activities than in comparison districts – but no change in their
degree of contribution to household income.

Improved material
wellbeing

Evidence of greater dietary diversity among households in the project
district in Hodeidah Governorate, and of increased ownership of
household goods in Hadramout. Some indication of higher school
attendance in both districts, though this is less clear.

Overall index of women’s
empowerment

Women in the project districts in Hadramout on average display
significantly more positive characteristics of empowerment than do those
in comparison districts. In Hodeidah, this is true only of characteristics
directly linked to the project activities (access to credit and participation in
community groups).

Going forward
A workshop has been planned to share the results of this Effectiveness Review with partners and other stakeholders,
and the results will feed in to a broader review of recent studies involving other international organisations and local
partners. With this project ending in the near future, Oxfam and partners will no longer be providing microfinance
directly, but will instead facilitate links between rural communities and established microfinance institutions.

Photo credit: Wolfgang Greesman

Full versions of this report are available on Oxfam’s Policy and Practice website: http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/
For more information, please contact Oxfam’s Programme Performance and Accountability Team - ppat@oxfam.org.uk

