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LACK CHILDREN IN NAMIBIA are oppressed and exploited just like
their parents. They lack proper education, due to poorly qualified
teachers, and poorly funded schools, and the education they receive is
geared to slavery, not liberation and independence. This is what has
provoked the vigorous resistance that students presently display in
Namibia.
Their parents are forced to accept this situation because their wages do
not enable them to seek an alternative. Some children do not have the
opportunity to start school at all, due to the reluctance of the government
to introduce compulsory education. Consequently, children of only ten
years old roam about the streets seeking work as cheap labourers. These
children are used as casual labour by white farmers, in violation of the
Geneva declaration which protects the rights of children. They are paid as
little as 5R (£1.20) per month and in some cases, not paid at all.
Children are also used by the present government for spying on their
peers, teachers, parents and church leaders. Children are harassed and
hindered from progressing in their education by South African security
forces, especially Koevoet (the counter insurgency unit). Those living in
the war zone, especially, risk being tortured, beaten and even killed, if
they are thought to be adversaries. They are furthermore exposed to the
danger of explosives in the vicinity of their homes. Incidents of children
dying after explosions are common in northern Namibia.
Medical facilities are also segregrated; black hospitals are overcrowded
and poorly funded and the services are not up to standard. Due to the
socio-economic conditions under which blacks live many black children
suffer from malnutrition. The poor medical services provided for blacks do
not even provide for preventive treatment for fatal diseases like malaria.
The Council of Churches in Namibia feels it has the responsibility to
bring about change, to work for a way of life without discrimination where
all Namibians accept each other as brothers and sisters. To this end, the
CCN is struggling to provide alternative education and assisting young
Namibians to go abroad to study for higher education, especially in
medicine. All in all, we want the South African colonial domination to
come to an end so that Namibia will be free. We make an appeal to all
peace-loving people to join our struggle so that our children can "have life,
and have it to the full" (John 10, v.10). That will be a start to a new
beginning.
For 20 years Oxfam has been working with us in Namibia. We feel that
an important part of their task is to witness on our behalf, to try to break
through the barrier of silence as to what it is really like for Namibians
today. Few people are in a position to do that, so the responsibility is great.
I am happy to recommend this book to you, knowing that it has been
largely written by us, the people of Namibia. It reflects the many journeys
and interviews that were made to find out what Namibia's children really
think and feel. Their voice comes through to me loud and clear with both
an innocence and a maturity born in tragedy. I hope you can hear it too.
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Abisai Shejavali
General Secretary, Council of
Churches in Namibia
September 1988
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LAND OWNERSHIP:

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH: GDF
R5.800 blacks R330.
GNP is usually 25-30% below GDP, representing wealth
created in Namibia but sent abroad, mainly as corporate
profits.
EXPORTS: diamonds, uranium oxides, base metals,
beef/cattle, fish, karakul (sheep) pelts.
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AMIBIAN CHILDREN GROW up in a stark, beautiful land in the
southwest of Africa. With abundant mineral deposits, rich fishing
grounds off the coast, plenty of good stock-rearing land, and with one of
the lowest population densities in Africa, Namibia should be a prosperous
country where children can grow up to realise their full potential. But black
children are denied their birthright. The riches of their country are
controlled by South Africa, transnational corporations and the minority
white population, and most blacks live in extreme poverty. There is not a
shred of similarity between the life of a white child and that of a black
child. A system of apartheid controls almost everything about their lives where they live, what sort of medical care they get, where they go to school
and what level of education they reach - and denies black people any
demociatic \oice in how their country is run.
bouth A trial is illegally occupying Namibia, which is one of the most
intensively militarised countries in the world, with one soldier for every
12-15 civilians
It is the children who have suffered most in the political and military
struggle for Namibia Those who weie children when war broke out 22
yea is ago in the north of the auinti v aie now watching their own children
grow up in the same atmosphere ot tear, danger and oppression. Adult
responsibilities come early to children in Namibia. In the war zone
especially, children are forced lo make choices as to where their loyalties
he, and lo fate torture and death «il the hands of.the military.
In telling the story ot the black children of Namibia, Oxfam hopes to
draw attention not on!) lo the appalling difficulties and dangers they face
but also to their courage and determination as they and their parents try to
build a better life. Black Namibians are working and hoping for a future
independent Namibia where a new generation of children, both white and
black, can grow up together in freedom and equality and without fear.
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HISTORY
HE HISTORY OF NAMIBIA over the last 100 years is one of conflict,
foreign occupation and the constant exploitation of resources by
foreign interests. The original inhabitants of Namibia are the San, huntergatherers who inhabited large areas of Southern Africa. In the northern
areas the Ovambo, Kavango and Caprivi people are crop farmers and
herders and share language and trade with their neighbours in southern
Angola and Zambia. The Nama, Herero, Damara and Baster people are the
stock herders of Namibia and were sometimes in conflict over water and
grazing rights.
In the early years of the 19th century, Namibia was visited by explorers,
hunters and missionaries, but official colonial occupation began in 1884
when the German flag was hoisted for the first time in Luderitz Bay, and
the colonists named the country German South West Africa. As white
settlers were allocated land formerly used by Africans, the Herero, Nama
and Bondelswart peoples who inhabited the southern and central parts of
Namibia joined forces to resist the occupation. Between 1904 and 1907 wars
of resistance were fought by the Herero and the Nama. The German
colonial army responded with extreme brutality. Over half the population
of southern and central Namibia was massacred.
After this bitter struggle, Namibians were further dispossessed of their
lands. The defeated were forced to work for the Germans on their isolated
farms and suffered extremes of oppression. However, the subjugated
southern Namibians were too few to service the diamond and copper
mines that were opening up, and Ovambo contract workers were brought
from the North to become migrant labourers for these industries.
Germany lost her colonies after the First World War and Namibia was
placed under the League of Nations mandate system. This was a scheme
whereby a more developed country was given responsibility for the
administration of a less developed former colony. The mandate was
entrusted to Great Britain, which in turn delegated its administration to the
government of the Union of South Africa. One of South Africa's duties,
under the mandate agreement, was to "promote to the utmost the material
and moral well-being and the social progress of the inhabitants of the
territory". Successive South African governments interpreted this to mean
the allocation of ever more land to white settlers, whose population
reached 28,000 by 1928. Black families were forced into reservations,
mostly in the far north.
In 1945, trusteeship of Namibia was transferred from the League of
Nations to the new United Nations, which from the first declared itself
eager to lead all mandated territories towards independence. South Africa
refused to relinquish Namibia, demanding the right to annex the country.
In the 1960s the South African Government enforced a policy which
divided blacks into ethnic groups, forced them off their lands and into
labour reserves. These 'homelands' were intended to become small quasination states, with the trappings of constitution but no real powers of
independent government.
Annexation was turned down by the United Nations which, in 1966,
ordered South Africa to withdraw. South Africa refused, so in 1967 the
United Nations established the United Nations Council for Namibia
(UNCN) to administer Namibia on the UN's behalf until independence.
The UNCN has always been denied access to Namibia. In 1971 the
International Court of Justice advised that South Africa was occupying
Namibia illegally.
In 1966, the South West African People's Organisation (SWAPO) began
the liberation war against South Africa's forces. SWAPO was recognised by
the UN General Assembly in 1973 to be the "sole authentic representative
of the Namibian people". In 1977, the five western countries with the
greatest economic ties with Namibia - the UK, the USA, West Germany,
France and Canada - set themselves up as the 'Contact Group' to negotiate
the terms of Namibia's independence from South Africa. The following
year, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 435 calling for "the
withdrawal of South Africa's administration and the transfer of power to
the people of Namibia" and outlined the terms for free and fair elections
leading to full independence.
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The South African government agreed at the time to Resolution 435 but
has consistently delayed implementation. In 1985, a government was
appointed by South Africa as a "legislative and executive authority for the
territory of South West Africa". This "Transitional Government of National
Unity" (TGNU) does not derive its authority from the people of Namibia.
There have been no national elections to choose any of the representatives
for this government. The TGNU' has been negotiating proposals for a new
constitution for Namibia, despite its unelected status and the fact that it
has been boycotted by "the sole authentic representative of the Namibian
people" i.e. SWAPO.
Namibia's independence has been further delayed by the decision made
by the US administration in 1981 to introduce the idea of 'linkage': the
insistence that Namibia's independence be made conditional on the
withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola.
Today, in 1988, the 'Contact Group' has faded into inactivity, but peace
talks are taking place between Angola, Cuba, the United States and South
Africa. SWAPO is exluded from these talks and the United States
continues to support UNITA in Angola. The Namibian people, while
longing for peace, are understandably cautious. Dr Shejavali, the General
Secretary of the Council of Churches in Namibia, said in an interview in
September, 1988, "We are happy to hear that these four governments are
discussing peace in Namibia . . . This is our wish but we also become
confused by South African officials. Pik Botha announced that the
implementation of Resolution 435 will commence this year, while the
South African appointed Administrator General speaks of ethnic elections
in Namibia . . . we are also seeing military vehicles going in the wrong
direction - going north."
to
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Nora, aged 14, has a different vision of how things might have been.
Asked what she thought would have happened if the land hadn't been
taken by the whites she said:
"We would have shared. We wouldn't have kept it. Namibia is a big
land. There is enough good land for everyone. We have been pushed
away, pushed to the dry places, where the soil is bad."
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APARTHEID FROM THE INSIDE

APARTHEID FROM THE OUTSIDE

"Apartheid takes the sunshine from my eyes."

Robert Rhodes James, British Member of Parliament for
Cambridge:
"When I visited Namibia and went to the war zone on the
Angolan border... what I saw was a deeply shocking and moving
experience for me...
"As the House knows, I was born and brought up in India, and I
have been exposed to poverty. I have seen the ravages of war
and poverty in India and Africa: one does not become cynical but
one is perhaps occasionally hardened. Nevertheless, what I saw
in Namibia shocked me. It is not amusing to visit a black hospital
in which there are no drugs or even bandages and then go to a
white one that is equipped as well as Addenbrookes in
Cambridge. It is not amusing to see the contrast between white
and black education; or to see the South African Defence Force
in operation; or the massive deployment of the defence force; or
the suppression of the people.
"What makes this even sadder is the warmth, kindness and
good will of the Namibian people and the realisation that the
country has the potential to be economically viable and
happy...
"I give the House the following warning, which I also
endeavoured to give the South African government and others
who are interested in the area. Sarajevo was further away from
this country than Southern Africa is today. Who can say, if a
conflagration were to explode there involving the super powers,
that it could be contained?...
"I have one political ambition: one day to stand in a free and
independent Windhoek."
Hansard, June 30, 1988

"If apartheid is meant to protect our 'ethnic groups', why are
whites not separated into ethnic groups? Why are they just one
white tribe?" Lindy
"I don't like apartheid. I don't like people treating me like a do;
because I'm poor. They made me poor. I know I am poor but
they make me feel poor." Benzal(13)
"I don't like just speaking Damara. Apartheid teaches us
Damara. I don't want to always speak like this [through an
interpreter]. In the shops, we are pushed aside and they give the
first chance to the whites. But it's the same money. They put our
money in the bank too." Malaiagi(16)
"I was brought up in the old location. We were all mixed up,
with Damaras living next to Ovambos. In 1959 they moved us
and we were settled in 'ethnic groups'. You can see the letters
painted on our doors: '0' for Ovambo, and so on. They split us up,then they say we fight and don't get on." Rosa
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Two boys from the North in front of a church
destroyed in the fighting. The buckets they
are carrying on their heads are filled with
leaves which they will feed to their cattle.
Children have to travel dozens of kilometers
in the war zone, sometimes crossing into
Angola, to find food for their cattle.

The lives of white children and black children
in Namibia are very different. These children
are playing in the orchestra at the whites-only
Conservatoire, which has excellent facilities
for instrumental teaching and also has classes
in drama and art.

APARTHEID
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ACIAL DISCRIMINATION IS NOT NEW in Namibia. The
administrative machinery established by Imperial Germany was
absolutely clear in its intentions. The territory was divided into two
sections. The better of the two, containing most of the good agricultural
land and almost all the known mineral resources, was earmarked for the
whites. The other section, in the north and northeast, where the Germans
had hardly penetrated, was left for blacks and reserves were set up.
Since that day, South Africa's administrative policies have fragmented
Namibian life along ethnic and racial lines. Structures have been imposed
to enforce discrimination against the black population and allow the whites
and foreign companies to develop and plunder the best of the country's
natural resources. South Africa has neglected the development of black
agricultural potential, while encouraging white farming, and put immense
resources into foreign-owned, white-run mining. Namibia, which has an
underdeveloped manufacturing industry, has become a profitable market
for South African goods. The white population enjoys considerable
affluence; the majority of blacks live in poverty.
The cornerstone of apartheid in Namibia is Proclamation AG8 of 20
April, 1980, which created 'representative authorities' as a second tier of
government, thus entrenching the imposed ethnic divisions already
deeply rooted in the 'homelands' system. Under AG8, there was a single
authority for all whites but blacks were classified into 'ethnic groups'
irrespective of where they lived.
The 11 'representative authorities' were given economic responsibility
for servicing their 'population groups'. Education, health, old age pensions
and welfare services were to be provided by these second tier
governments. National concerns such as defence, external affairs and
national security remained in the hands of central government.
Central government pays a nominal amount towards the current
expenses of the 'representative authorities', who also have the power to
raise funds from their own 'population group'. This means that economic
inequalities between white and black have become enshrined in law because the taxable income of black ethnic groups is considerably less than
that of the far richer white minority group. The white administration, with
only 6% of the total population to look after, has at its disposal funds
almost double in size those of the rest of the 'representative authorities' put
together. South Africa has, by creating this divisive administrative system,
effectively discriminated against black Namibians in health, housing,
education and social services.

Drawings by Namibian children. The church is
an important part of their lives. Note the white
soldier, with a gun, on the right—and the
open-air classroom, top left.

SAMUEL'S STORY:
THE STRUGGLE FOR EDUCATION

S

AMUEL IS ONE OF THE 40,000 black Namibian children who do not
automatically have a place at school. He failed his Standard 7
examination and, due to pressure for places, could not get back into his
school. Under the apartheid system he could only be absorbed into another
ethnic group's school if they had places. They did not.
Samuel is a diffident boy. He finds it difficult to talk about his rejection
but feels very strongly about it.
Samuel and his social worker explain his struggle.
Samuel: I visited all the secondary schools trying to get a place, then I
phoned all the schools outside Windhoek. I still had hope, but schools
won't accept other schools' failures.
Social Worker: I had a long argument with the Department of Education
who told me that it is the responsibility of the ethnic tier government and it
is not a national responsibility. I had to push this case.
Samuel: They even made me take an IQ test. I think I failed my exam
because it was the first external one I have ever sat. Almost all the kids
failed who were sitting the test for the first time. The people who passed
were sitting it for the second time.
Social Worker: Even the principal said I was doing wrong trying to get this
child a place in school, that he had failed and was a failure. His whole
family depends on Samuel - his mother gets R200 (£50) for him and his
brother to feed them and keep them at school, but they withdrew this
allowance because he couldn't get back to school. It is like child benefit.
Samuel: I passed the IQ test and eventually I got a place. If I hadn't I'd
have gone to night school. I want a technical profession like an electrician.
Hardly any school here does technical subjects, so I haven't got a chance. I
tried one school and they said I should go to an industrial school - yo! It's
like the school where they send people who are misbehaving. They didn't
even know you had to be sent by the court.
Social Worker: They are so desperate to pass on the problem they told me
he should go to a school for mentally retarded children.
Samuel: Our schools would improve if we could get English. We had a
meeting but some of the parents wanted Afrikaans - they were scared we
would fail even more because we start to learn English so late . . . but we
must have English if Namibia is to stand on its own one day. Who wants to
speak in Afrikaans?

School for these children from a mining
community only happens once a week—on a
Sunday.

EDUCATION
STATISTICS

I EDUCATION
A T THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, white settlers feared education of
f i b lacks. They felt that their own secure positions as traders, farmers
and skilled workers would be threatened if blacks could join the labour
market on equal terms. Their attitude is summed up in the words of a
missionary named Hoeflich: "For its development . . . the country does
not need educated Negros, but competent, intelligent workers The main
emphasis will therefore be on education for obedience, order, punctuality
sobriety, honesty, diligence and moderation rather than academic
learning.
,
Y w o n the South African General Election in
1948, they introduced "Christian National Education", a separate
education system in Afrikaans, with the teaching of history as the
unfolding of God's plan for the Afrikaner nation. For blacks the aims were
different. Although the Eiselen Commission Report stated that black
children could do as well as their white counterparts in academic tests it
recommended a four year primary education aimed at literacy and basic
knowledge of English and Afrikaans. The rest of the syllabus was to consist
ot tribal heritage, agriculture, religion and hygiene
These
recommendations formed the basis of the Bantu Education Act of 1953 The
same spirit prevailed in the education system developed for Namibia
Schooling in Namibia is segregated. For white children education is free
and compulsory; children of other races are under no legal obligation to
attend school, but if they do so they usually have to pay for the privilege
Education is provided by the 'representative authorities', and although the
state contributes something towards the cost, the final sum to be spent on
education is determined by the amount of money the authority can raise bv
taxing its own 'ethnic group'.
Judge Hans Berker, in an advisory opinion to the Cabinet given
in
5
March, 1988, stated that:
"The members of the white population group are receiving infinitely
better services and financial benefits than those of other population
groups.. . . From the start the Representative Authority of the whites had
at its disposal funds almost double in size to the rest of the representative
3
u
i o f l ° g e t h e r ' remembering that . . . the whites represented only
y
about 7% of the total population."
Judge Berker went on to say that as the whites received more because
they were white, this was counter to Article 3 in the United Nations'
Fundamental Bill of Human Rights, and therefore illegal.
The inequality of educational provision is only too obvious. Where many
black children study in overcrowded classes, with under-qualified teachers
and few resources, white children enjoy low pupil/teacher ratios, modern
science laboratories and excellent sports facilities.
There is a very high drop-out rate amongst black school-children
particularly in the North. Parents find difficulty in paying school fees and
children s labour is often needed to help the family survive The poor
standard of teaching; the irrelevance of much of the curriculum- and the
emphasis on Afrikaans when many black children would prefer to learn
English, are additional reasons why children leave school early Many
children attend irregularly, and often have to repeat years, making for very
wide age ranges at all levels.
In the 1986/7 school year the marked inferiority in black education was
revealed in the examination results. Of the black pupils who sat the
Standard 8 exam only 23% passed.
Some of the 'representative authorities' have been unable to take
responsibility for their 'ethnic group' and have ceded it to the Central
Government. The debt to Central Government has been passed on to the
parents of those at school, in the form of higher school fees. This resulted
in a boycott of schools in Hereroland.
Fear of economically independent black Namibians, and a long-held
philosophy that they must be trained only to hold inferior positions
continue to underly the entire education system in Namibia today
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PORTRAIT OF ELI AS
E

LIAS IS QUIET, SHY AND VISIBLY AFRAID. He has spent the last
three years trying to get an education in the heart of the Namibian war
zone. Since 1985 he has gone to classes knowing that in doing so his life
was at risk. Less than 100 meters from his school is a South African military
base shared by infantry troops and the police counter-insurgency unit,
Koevoet.
Elias was looking forward to passing his Standard 8 at the end of 1988,
but this cannot now happen. For three months Elias has not attended a
single class. His school stands empty, the windows shattered and the walls
cracked.
Elias has already seen friends of his injured and killed as a result of the
base being where it is. Misdirected mortars and bullets fired in panic are a
constant hazard. Initially reluctant to talk about his experiences, Elias says,
"The students here are really afraid. There is always intimidation from the
police and the army, and they have told us that if SWAPO attacks their
base they will fire straight into our school.
"On February 27th there was an attack on the base. There were lots of
pupils at school and we tried to hide under our beds. Seven of my friends
were shot and two died later."
Elias and his schoolfellows joined the school boycott to put pressure on
the government to remove army bases from the vicinity of schools and
hospitals.
"I don't like not going to school, but if the army bases get removed it will
be worth it. The South Africans want to keep Namibians out of schools and
prevent us from getting an education. Our teachers are intimidated and
have to leave. With these oppressors here we can't learn and progress".
In a two week period in 1987, 14 schools were destroyed by bombs and
fire. South African security forces blamed SWAPO but officials from the
Ovambo administration found footsteps leading to a Koevoet base which
tallied with those found round bombed schools.
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Students In VHndhoek join In the schools
boycott in support of students in the war
zone, who refused to go back to their schools
untiltheannybaBesbesUeineschooliwen
renwved. Many schoolchildren have been
kHIed and in/wed because of the presence of
these I
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