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MOZAMBIQUE: DATES & EVENTS

Country Profile

MOZAMBIQUE'S peculliar shape results from a
long history of foreign rule and the 19th century
artitian of Africa. The caplial, Moputo (once
urengo Marques) |8 in the extreme south, close
to the South Atrdcan bardir, the remalndar of the
country stretching over 2,000km to the narih,

Mast of the population Is thinly dispersed
tiroughout the rural interlar, whila the maln cities
are on the coast, There Is o wide mix ol Alvican
peoples and the population also Includes Asians,
Porluguess and & variety of mived-race people.
Portugueso Is the natlonal language although
more than 30 different African languages are
spoken,

Arath traders wera the first significant fordign
influance on Mozambique, trading with the
anclent eivilisation of the south and ralding the
narth for slaves and lvory. The West ‘discoverad’
Mommbigue when the Portuguess explorer Vasco
de Gama vached Hs cosst In 1498, By the 17th
conlury, the Portuguese dominated the constal
ragions and began occupation of the Interior,

Moezambigue achieved Independence from
Portugal only In 1975 aftat FRELIMO (the
Mozambigue Liberation Front) had fought ten
yedrs of bitter gueriltta war, FRELIMD, which still
govemae Mozambique, established a ons party
socialist state. Mozambigue today Is an active
member of the Organtsation for African Unity
(0AL), the Non-aligned States Movement, Lhe
Southem African Development Coordination
Canference (SADCC) and along with Zimbabws,
Zambla, Tanzania, Bolswana and Angola, Is one of
the Fronlline States opposed to the apartheld
system in Sauth Africa.

Over BO%: of Mozamblgue's people live by
subsistence faming In the countryside, growlng
maize and other groins, beana and cassava. The
climate Is tropleal with a hol ralny season from
October o Manch and a slightly cooler dry season
in the remaining months. The northem and central
uplands are particudlarly fertlle with sich solls,
while parts af the south are prond to drought. Tha
principal rivers rise to the wasl In the southem
African Interiorand are subject to serlous looding.

Tha main communications routes run trom sast
to west, linking the nelghbouring states to the
coust but falling to sérve much of Mozamblque
itsalf. The country’s strateglo coastal position
olfers Impertant rall and port facilities 1o other
southem African states; these facllitles are its
maln source of forelgn exchange. Mozambigue's
principal sxports have been; fabour, to South
Alrica, cotton, cashew nuts, prawns, sugar and
copra. All have declined In recant years. Industry
andmining have not been significantly developad.

Today Mozamblgue s an extremaly poor country
seriously short of food, its economy davastated by
warr, and sufferng heavily from its proximity to
South Africa.

6th Century AD
1498

1572

1885
1891

1926
1962
1964

1970
1975

1976

1977-1980

1980
1981-82

1983

1984

1985

1986

1986

1987

Arab and Asian merchants start trading with Mozambique.

Vasco de Gama, Portuguese explorer, becomes the first
European to reach the coast of Mozamblique.

First major military expedition by the Portuguese Into the
interior of Mozambique.

¢

Berlin Conference establishes Mozambique's frontlers.

Establishment of the three foreign chartered companies
which controlled over half Mozambique's land until 1941.

Antonio Salazarinstalled as dictator in Portugal.
Foundation of the Mozamblque Liberation Front— FRELIMO.

Portuguese troops massacre Mozamblcan natlonalists at
Mueda, FRELIMO abandons peaceful protest against
Portuguese rule —the liberation war begins.

Election of Samora Machel as new President of FRELIMO.

Independence. Nationallsation of all health, education and
legal services. 90% of Portuguese settlers leave,
representing the majority of the skilled labour force.

imposition of UN sanctions against Rhodesla. Mozamblique
foregoes major forelgn exchange earnings from Its transport
routes to Rhodesla.

Zimbabwean liberation movement, ZANU, allowed to operate
out of Mozambique. Rhodesia retallates by attacks on
Mozambique & support for antl-FRELIMO dissidents.

Major flooding of Limpopo & Incomati rivers.

Independence for Zimbabwe.

Anti-government forces of the Mozamblque National
Resistance, MNR, step up attacks on major transportroutes.
Increasing insecurity coincldes with widespread droughtin
several provinces; food and consumer goods become scarce.

4th FRELIMO Congress introduces revised policles in favour
of the peasant farming sector. Government appeals for
international aid for drought relief. Mozambican economy In
chaos.

Mozambique signs the Nkomati Accord with South Africa.
Despite this non-aggression pact, MNR activity continues.
Zimbabwean troops help guard the main Tete and Belra
transport routes.

Seizure by joint Mozamblque/Zimbabwean forces of MNR
base in central Mozamblque reveals evidence of continulng
South African backing forthe MNR.

Fighting intensifies In the densely populated northern
provinces. Government figures indicate one-quarter of the
population displaced or affected by the war.

Death of President Samora Machel In unexplalned air
crash. President Chissano appointed as successor. All
national efforts now focus on the fight to secure the country
against MNR attacks, with help from ZImbabwe, Tanzania
and Malawi. ’

Economic reform introduced. Devaluation of Metacal. Major
UN Geneva conference of emergency ald donors.

Fighting Intensifies in south; major massacre hy MNR at
Homoine, Gaza Province.
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