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GLOSSARY AND ABBREVIATIONS

Agroforestry: an integrated agricultural production system for crops, trees and
shrubs. '

Bilateral Aid: aid which flows directly from government to government.

Biodiversity: the earth’s abundance of life forms - plants, animals, and micro-
organisms together with the genes they contain and the ecosystems to which
they belong.

Common Property Resources: natural resources such as land, ponds or forests
in which a group of people have co-equal use rights.

Multilateral Aid: aid which flows from government to government through
intermediary agencies, such as the UN, EC, World Bank, or IME.

Population Growth Rate: the annual growth rate of population calculated from
the difference between birth and death rates.

Poverty: the World Bank definition is an income within the range of US$275 ~
370 per year, or less than $1 per day. (World Development Report, 1990).

Poverty line: the income level below which a minimum nutritionally adequate
diet plus essential non-food requirements are not affordable.

Terms of trade: the ratio of a country’s index of average export prices to its
average price index.

DAC Development Assistance Committee of OECD

EC European Community
ESRC Economic and Social Research Council
FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, a multilateral trade
agreement designed to negotiate rules and standards for the conduct
of international trade, signed in 1947.

GDP Gross Domestic Product, of a nation state, the value of goods and
services produced in a year, i.e. including exports but excluding
imports from GNP.

GEF Global Environment Facility

GNP Gross National Product, of a nation state, the value of all goods and

services produced in a year, before allowing for depreciation (capital
consumption) of assets.

HICs High Income Countries, those with a GNP per capita of US$6,000 or
more in 1988.

IIED International Institute for Environment and Development

IMF International Monetary Fund, one of the institutions established by
the United Nations at Bretton Woods in 1944, to provide finance for
governments facing short-term deficits on their foreign balance of
payments.



ITDG
ITTO
LDC

LICs

MICs

MTO
NATO
NGO
ODA
OECD

PEC
SILICs
SIMICs
TNC

TFAP
UN

UNCED
UNCTAD
UNDP
UNFPA
UNHCR
UNICEF
UNIFEM
WB

WHO
WRI

Glossary

Intermediate Technology Development Group
International Tropical Timber Organisation

Less Developed Country; or more usually one of the 43 Least
Developed Countries, so designated by the United Nations because
of their low per capita incomes and little, if any, industrialisation.

Low Income Countries, those with a GNP per capita of US$545 or
less in 1988.

Middle Income Countries, those with a GNP per capita of more than
US$545 but less than $6,000 in 1988.

Multilateral Trade Organisation

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
Non-Governmental Organisation
Overseas Development Administration

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, whose
membership includes the industrialised countries of West Europe,
North America, Japan and Australasia.

Primary Environmental Care
Severely-Indebted Low Income Countries
Severely-Indebted Middle Income Countries

Trans-national Company, a large company operating in several
countries and sometimes with owners drawn from several countries.

Tropical Forestry Action Plan

United Nations, international organisation established after World
War Two, to maintain peace and assist economic and political
development through regional Commissions in Europe, Africa, Asia
and the Far East, and Latin America, and also through specialist
agencies, including the World Bank, IMF, and UNCTAD.

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Fund for Population Activities

United Nations High Commission for Refugees

United Nations Childrens’ Fund

United Nations Fund for Women

World Bank, one of the institutions established by the United Nations
at Bretton Woods in 1944. It has two arms, the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International
Development Association (IDA). The World Bank provides loans for
large scale capital projects, the IBRD provides non-concessionary
loans, and the IDA cheaper loans to poorer countries.

World Health Organisation
World Resources Institute
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