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Arrangement of the book
This book is arranged to proceed from the general to the particular,
and is divided into four parts:

Part One explains the point of the book, and provides an
introduction to the issues that will be discussed.

Part Two outlines the social, political, and developmental aspects of
disability in general terms, mainly through interviews with
disabled people who are engaged in development.

Part Three illustrates these issues through concrete examples from
selected developing countries, and shows how social action on
disability has been approached in widely different cultural and
political contexts.

Part Four draws things together and tries to resolve some of the
contradictions that are apparent in the arguments.



A note on language

Throughout the text the phrases 'the Third World', 'the South', and
'developing countries' are all used to refer to countries which are, in
the main, not industrialised and which are the targets of 'Western'
aid and development efforts. Similarly, 'the North', 'the West',
'developed countries', and 'the industrialised countries' are used to
refer to the wealthier nations of the world which are, in the main,
donors rather than recipients of aid.

I am only too conscious that these terms are most unsatisfactory
in all respects: their use implies a view of the world which I certainly
don't like and do not wish to reflect. But what to do? These phrases
are understood, and when making generalisations and comparisons
it is more or less impossible to avoid such widely current labels. I
can only say that I deeply regret their use, but have not been able to
come up with reasonable alternatives.

The use of language in discussions about disability is a matter of
sensitivity and concern. It deserves more than a cursory note at the
beginning, and is treated in depth in Chapter 7.
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