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introduction
We often think of the climate emergency as an environmental issue, with its main impacts being on nature
and wildlife. This is certainly true; humans, along with all species, depend on our planet’s natural
ecosystems. However, climate change also directly impacts people themselves, and this human element
of the climate crisis is the focus of this resource. 

Climate change is threating humankind and pushing people into poverty. While the climate crisis is
affecting us all, it’s hitting some communities harder than others — and it’s the people who have done the
least to cause it who are suffering the most. It’s an injustice that our ability to cope with the climate crisis
is based on where we live, what resources we have available, and what part of society we belong to. 

Individuals and communities around the world are coming together and speaking out for their right to a
fairer and more sustainable future. World leaders need to take decisive action: to drastically cut global
emissions and massively increase support to help communities around the world to survive and thrive
despite the changing climate. It’s not too late to make significant and important differences to both
people and the planet if we all take urgent action together.
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A boy in Vanuatu juggles a ball where there was once a playing field. “We used to play football here,” says a community member.
Photo: Elizabeth Stevens/Oxfam America.

Cover photo: Elizabeth Wanjiru Wathuti founded the Green Generation
Initiative in Kenya in 2016 as a way to get more young people interested in
climate action and the environment. Part of their work is to ‘green’ schools in
Kenya by planting trees. They have planted more than 30,000 trees so far! 
Credit: Armstrong Too/Oxfam. 

This project is funded by
the European Union.
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Why is climate education important?

Education is crucial in the fight against climate change. It helps people understand the causes and
impacts of the climate crisis, encouraging the shift towards more sustainable policies and lifestyles. It
develops the knowledge, skills and values needed to adapt and respond to this emergency. And
education builds resilience, inspires hope and creates citizens who are motivated to take action to help
shape a fairer and more sustainable world for everyone. 

Oxfam Education
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How does climate change impact people differently?

Poverty
People facing poverty often don’t have access to the support they need to survive and recover from
extreme weather, such as clean water on tap during a drought, or home insurance to help rebuild after
houses are destroyed by floods. And many rely on growing their own crops for food or to sell, with no back-
up when crops fail due to unpredictable weather.

Children and young people 
Almost half of the world’s 2.2 billion children live in countries classified as at ‘extremely high risk’ from the
impacts of the climate crisis. But they are often excluded from activities that aim to reduce their
communities’ risk. 

Women
Around the world, women face inequalities that mean they are often the ones most likely to go hungry
when food is short, and to fall back on unsafe work when harvests fail. They’re likely to be the ones
walking further to collect water when it’s scarce during more frequent and harsher droughts, often at risk
to their own safety.

Minority or marginalised communities
Many rural and indigenous communities around the world rely heavily on natural resources which are being
hit by the rapidly changing climate — crops aren’t growing, and rain isn’t falling. And there’s often little
recognition or support for these communities from the authorities, meaning they’re left facing extreme
vulnerability as they struggle to find ways to survive. 

All too often, factors such as poverty, age, gender and marginalisation intersect to compound the
challenges people face and increase their vulnerability to climate change.

The launch of the draft Sustainability and Climate Change
strategy by the Department for Education in England reflects the
growing, widespread interest in climate education. Research by
Teach the Future discovered an overwhelming demand for
climate education in schools, alongside low levels of teacher
knowledge about how to effectively deliver climate education
and a narrow range of curriculum areas where it is taught. A
report by Votes for Schools analysed the voices of more than
40,000 children and young people. Published ahead of COP26,
the report found that 95% of young people are concerned about
climate change, with 75% believing that the climate crisis will
affect children’s rights. Photo: Sophie Morbey/Oxfam GB
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This resource is intended to support your
teaching rather than guide it. Additional
teaching may be required to develop learners’
knowledge, skills and understanding of some
concepts. 

Each of the five sessions includes a starter and
a main activity, as well as guidance for follow-
up discussion to further develop learners’
understanding. Additional activity and
information sheets are provided, along with an
accompanying slideshow.

This resource is designed to be flexible and
easily adapted. The suggested age range is  -
9 –11 years. However, many of the activities
could be modified for use with younger or older
learners. Depending on the availability of time
and other learning taking place, the activities
could be taught sequentially over a series of
lessons or selected and delivered as stand-
alone sessions. 

Provisional timings are provided. These are
estimates only and do not include any time
needed for setting up activities. 

Using the resource

.

About this resource

Oxfam Education
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These activities for ages 9-11 explore the human impact of climate change and provide new spaces,
approaches and opportunities for climate education, hope and action.  

Investigate the links between climate
change and human rights.

Develop understanding of the unequal
impacts of the climate crisis: why who you
are and where you are in the world matters.

Explore how communities around the world
are being affected by climate change, and
how people are responding and adapting to
these challenges.

Build empathy and promote critical thinking,
debate, and discussion.

Resource aims  

Evaluating learning

Some baseline activities have also been provided.
We recommend using these to get an insight into
learners’ understanding, values and attitudes
before you begin teaching. These activities could
then be revisited at the end of the block of learning
to reflect on how learners’ thoughts, feelings and
ideas have changed.

England: Citizenship; English; Geography;
Personal, Social and Health Education 

Northern Ireland: Language and Literacy;
Personal Development and Mutual
Understanding; The World Around Us

Scotland: Health and Well-being; Literacy and
English; Social Studies 

Wales: Humanities; Languages, Literacy and
Communication; Science and Technology

Curriculum overview*

    *See p.6 for further detail

Taking action

At the end of teaching, we suggest setting aside
some time for learners to take some form of self-
directed action, as this will reinforce their sense of
agency and counteract the potential for eco-
anxiety. We’ve put together an action guide with
ideas and advice for inspiring and supporting
young people to take action for climate justice. 
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Session 1: Climate connections
Use the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals to investigate the links between climate change
and human rights.

Session 2: Climate change consequences
Use a consequences wheel to think through the impacts of the climate crisis on a community in Malawi.

Session 3: Thinking about identities
Think about the overlapping identities that make up each one of us. Consider how these can affect how
we are treated and interact with the world.

Session 4: The climate game
Play a climate game to learn more about how different inequalities might intersect to affect people’s
experiences of climate change.

Session 5: Climate change stories
Use stories and role play to investigate how some communities around the world are being affected by and
adapting to climate change.

resource outline

Photo: Andy Aitchison/Oxfam
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Pupils should be taught: to talk and write about their opinions, and
explain their views, on issues that affect themselves and society; to
research, discuss and debate topical issues, problems and events;
to reflect on spiritual, moral, social, and cultural issues, using
imagination to understand other people's experiences; that their
actions affect themselves and others, to care about other people's
feelings and to try to see things from their points of view

Speaking and listening: ask relevant questions to extend their
understanding and knowledge; maintain attention and participate
actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and
initiating and responding to comments; use spoken language to
develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,
imagining and exploring ideas; participate in discussions,
presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates;
consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and
building on the contributions of others

Human and physical geography: describe and understand key
aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals
and water 

Learning opportunities in Health and Well-being: about personal
identity; what contributes to who we are (e.g. ethnicity, family,
gender, faith, culture, hobbies, likes/dislikes)
Learning opportunities in Living in the Wider World: to recognise
there are human rights, that are there to protect everyone; the
importance of having compassion towards others; shared
responsibilities we all have for caring for other people and living
things; how to show care and concern for others

ENGLAND
Citizenship

English

Geography

PSHE

curriculum links

Oxfam Education
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Talking and listening: participate in group and class discussions for
a variety of curricular purposes; share, respond to and evaluate
ideas, arguments and points of view and use evidence or reason to
justify opinions, actions or proposals; identify and ask appropriate
questions to seek information, views and feelings
Reading: justify their responses logically, by inference, deduction
and/or reference to evidence within the text

Mutual understanding in the local and wider community: human
rights and social responsibility; valuing and celebrating cultural
difference and diversity; playing an active and meaningful part in
the life of the community and being concerned about the wider
environment

Interdependence: the effect of people on the natural and built
environment over time
Place: ways in which people, plants and animals depend on the
features and materials in places and how they adapt to their
environment
Change over time: the effects of positive and negative changes
globally and how we contribute to some of these changes

NORTHERN IRELAND
Language and literacy

Personal Development and Mutual Understanding

The World Around Us

Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived,
interpreted and represented in different ways: I can form, express
and discuss my own opinions on a range of issues after considering
evidence and the views of others
Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by processes
and human actions: I can describe and give simple explanations
about the impact of human actions on the natural world in the past
and present
Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human
actions and beliefs: I can explore a range of ways in which identity
is formed and some of the influences that impact upon diversity in
society
Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and
opportunities that face humanity, and are able to take considered
and ethical action: I have an understanding that injustice and
inequality exist in societies. I also have an understanding of what
human rights are and why they are important to me and other
people; I can understand the consequences of my actions and the
actions of others, and how these affect local, national and global
issues

Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around
us: I can listen empathetically to different people’s viewpoints on
various subjects; I can use inference and deduction to understand
texts 
Expressing ourselves through languages is key to communication: I
can respond to others’ points of view, seeking clarity, structuring
arguments, summarising and explaining what I have heard, read or
seen; I can interact with others, talking and writing about my
thoughts, feelings and opinions showing empathy and respect.  

Being curious and searching for answers is essential to
understanding and predicting phenomena: I can understand how
my actions and the actions of others impact on the environment
and living things

WALES
Humanities

Languages, literacy and communication

Science and technology 

Mental, emotional, social and physical wellbeing: As I explore the
rights to which I and others are entitled, I am able to exercise these
rights appropriately and accept the responsibilities that go with
them. I show respect for the rights of others. HWB 2-09a

When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my
role, show that I value others’ contributions and use these to build
on thinking. LIT 2-02a
I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by
responding to literal, inferential, evaluative and other types of
questions, and by asking different kinds of questions of my own. LIT
2-07a
When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can
share information, experiences and opinions; clarify points by
asking questions or by asking others to say more. LIT 2-09a

People, place and environment: I can discuss the environmental
impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a
more environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a
People in society, economy and business: I can gather and use
information about forms of discrimination against people in
societies and consider the impact this has on people’s lives. 

SCOTLAND
Health and well-being

Literacy and English
Listening and talking:

Social studies

        SOC 2-16b
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People and their rights

This resource is about people and their rights. Its purpose
is not to explore climate science, the ecological crisis or
biodiversity loss. Though these are vitally important issues
with damaging impacts on people as part of nature, they
are well covered in other resources. 

Who you are and where you are in the world matters

The climate emergency impacts people unequally, and it’s hitting people living in poverty the hardest.
What’s more, the people on this front line of climate change are those who have done the least to cause
the crisis. The idea of climate justice explores the fact that the people who are the least responsible for
causing the emergency in the first place are the people who are impacted by it the most. This is seen most
clearly by comparing high-income with low-income countries. However, inequalities also exist among
different people and social groups within both high-income and low-income countries.

Intersectionality and interconnectedness

The term ‘intersectionality’, first coined by legal scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989, describes the way in
which different forms of inequality or oppression can overlap and amplify the discrimination and
disadvantage faced by an individual. It is associated with a long history of Black feminists speaking out
about how these interlocking systems affect their lives and experiences.
This resource explores how the unequal human impacts of the climate emergency relate to
interconnectedness or the overlapping of different structural inequalities. Factors such as race, age,
gender, ethnic background and disability combine and amplify how a person is affected by the climate
emergency.

Here’s a hypothetical example. 
For historical reasons, families from an indigenous group occupy poor-quality farmland in their
community. The climate emergency, in the form of unpredictable weather patterns, means that the
families’ incomes are disproportionally reduced by poorer harvests, and they are forced to take their
daughters out of school. The girls miss school and grow up with less knowledge than their peers about
how to adapt to climate change in the future. As they reach adulthood, the impact of the climate
emergency on these young indigenous women is further amplified by their continued limited access to
land and their poor education.  

The reverse may also happen. People with greater wealth and assets may have more opportunities to
mitigate the impacts of climate change on their lives, at least in the short and medium terms. For example,
they may occupy better land, live in a better-built house, be better educated, have better health care, be
insured against misfortune and so on. 

key ideas explored in the resource
There are three key ideas at the core of this resource.

Image: From Kate Crowley at the Scottish Climate Citizens’
Assembly, November 2020, 12:03 mins into this talk:
https://youtu.be/-4eLuFDslAM
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How to introduce intersectionality to young people

The United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) lists the 54 universally agreed rights of
children which every country has the responsibility to uphold. Article 2 (non-discrimination) is one of the
UNCRC’s four ‘General Principles’ (along with Article 12 – the right to be heard), and it provides a useful way
to begin framing intersectionality (interconnectedness) with young people.

Article 2 states that no child should be discriminated against, and this is represented in the CYPCS symbol
below. The symbol draws explicit attention to gender justice, racial justice and disability justice, and that
meeting children’s rights is inclusive and must address these intersectional inequalities fairly. Many
children possess more than one of the characteristics highlighted in the diagram below. For example, a
child may be black, be a girl and have a disability. How do we ensure that the rights of these children are
protected and upheld alongside other children?

The aim of Session 3 is to get learners thinking about the many different identities that make up each one
of us. The CYPCS symbol could also be used to begin a discussion about intersectionality and to list other
examples of intersectionality that young people can identify. Once young people grasp how different
factors are interconnected to shape a person’s characteristics, they will quickly realise that a blanket
‘one size fits all’ solution to the climate emergency will not bring about climate justice for all. 

 talking about intersectionality (interconnectedness)

How does this resource frame intersectionality?

Intersectionality is a complex and important issue. This short resource starts to develop learners’
understanding of this concept by exploring how the impacts of the climate emergency are not felt equally
across humankind. These impacts are connected, historically or socially, to other forms of injustice and
inequality. Sometimes the phrase ‘we’re all in this together’ is used in relation to the climate emergency.
The idea of intersectionality and evidence from around the world challenges this notion and suggests that
‘we’re not all equally in this together’. Another word which may help young people understand the
overlapping of different structural inequalities is ‘interconnectedness’.

An excellent practical example of this approach is David Lammy MP’s explanation of the intersectionality of
climate justice and racial justice in this TED talk. He uses a justice framework to strongly connect two
apparently unconnected issues: the climate emergency and structural racism. This connection isn’t
simply a product of geography and science. It has deep historical, political and cultural roots. This has
implications for how climate change is experienced, taught and understood.

Oxfam Education
www.oxfam.org.uk/education

Image: UNCRC Article 2 – ‘All children have these rights’:
(Children & Young People’s Commissioner, Scotland)
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In England: Consortium of Development Education
Centres (CODEC) 
 In Northern Ireland: Centre for Global Education
In Scotland: International Development Education
Association of Scotland (IDEAS)
In Wales: Wales Alliance for Global Learning (WAGL)

Learning and action materials

Take Action for Climate Justice
This guide for teachers and educators is packed with advice,
activities and inspiration for supporting young people to
take climate action. 

Sustainability and Environmental Education (SEEd)
A collated list of online resources to support teaching and
learning about sustainability and climate change. 

Transform Our World
A resource hub to help teachers bring environmental action
into the classroom. 

Global Dimension 
Browse dozens of global learning resources on the topic of
the environment and sustainability. 

Explore Climate Justice: A human rights-based approach
Created by a number of partner organisations, this resource
has been specifically designed for the Curriculum of
Excellence in Scotland. 

Reducing inequalities: exploring race and power
This resource from Connecting Classrooms through Global
Learning could be used to further develop understanding
about intersectionality. 

Climate Cymru 
Learning and action materials tailored for Welsh schools. 

Local support networks
Access local support for resources, projects and training
opportunities. 

further information
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Additional reading

Reading and resources on climate justice
Friends of the Earth have put together a useful list of film,
podcast and book recommendations for learning more about
climate justice. 

The history of intersectionality and the Black feminists
behind it
A helpful blog post by Amara Ochefu summarises the history
behind the complex concept of intersectionality. 

Selected films

Kimberlé Crenshaw — What is Intersectionality?
A short video clip of Kimberlé Crenshaw talking about the
theory of intersectionality.

Learning for Justice — Intersectionality
A useful animation which could be used to help young
people understand the concept of intersectionality.

David Lammy MP — Climate Justice Cannot Happen Without
Racial Justice
A TED talk by David Lammy MP strongly arguing that we can’t
solve climate change without racial, social and
intergenerational justice. 

Climate Ready Schools Glasgow — Climate Justice
According to a Kid 
An animation created by young people to explain the
concept of climate justice.

UNICEF — Campaigning for climate justice in the Philippines 
A youth activist outlines the youth climate justice campaign
in the Philippines.

Oxfam GB — ”Let's take action now!”
Young climate activists from Malawi join UK youth at the
London youth climate rally in September 2019.

The 77 Percent — Vanessa Nakate: Leading Africa’s climate
activists
Features Ugandan campaigner Vanessa Nakate discussing
African youth climate activism and racism within the global
climate movement.

Clover Hogan — What To Do When Climate Change Feels
Unstoppable
TED talk by youth activist Clover Hogan discussing eco-
anxiety and explaining why challenging the stories that keep
you feeling powerless can help you take the first step to
protecting the planet for generations to come.

BBC — Outer Hebrides: Islands Under Threat From Rising Sea
Levels
We think of rising sea levels as mainly affecting the Pacific
Ocean islands or the Caribbean Sea. But it’s also a threat
here in the British Isles.

Oxfam GB — The Sea Eroded All This Vast Land
How rising sea levels threatened the fishing community of
Axim, Ghana, and how the community adapted.

Oxfam GB — Films from Garu, northern Ghana. Meet Bekki
and Abass in Garu — their WhatsApp film; Families under
threat; The water pump project; What’s it like trying to
survive a drought?; When water flows, hopes grow; Are you
ready to learn?; When crops grow, hopes grow too 
Oxfam worked with the community in Garu, northern Ghana,
to document the impact of climate change on people’s
everyday lives. Some of the films finish with a link to an
Oxfam appeal which has now closed, so you may wish to
pause these just before the end.
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