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Workshop 1 - Exploring Global Poverty Challenges 
 
Aims  
 
Participants to explore what poverty means  
Explore case studies of communities living in poverty and analyse the causes and effects.  
Explore how climate change is linked to poverty 

 

Timing Activity  Resources  
5 mins Intro to session – possible links to rest of day.  

Explain the purpose of the day and this workshop 
 

5mins  Activity 1 - What is poverty, agree or disagree 
  
Mark one of the room agree the other disagree 
Read out statements about poverty – if they agree they should run 
to the agree end/disagree - opposite 
Poverty Is… (Choose a few key ones – no need to do them all) 
 
…Not having enough money to be able to eat 2 meals a day+ ($1 a 
day) 
…Not being able to afford food, and clothing ($2 a day)  
…Not having any access to clean water and sanitation 
…Not being able to read or write 
…Not being able to have voice in my community  
…Not being able to live in a place that is safe from flooding 
…Not being able to vote in elections  
…Not having a doctor or nurse living in my area 
…Not being able to afford new clothes for special occasions 
…Not being able to afford the bus fare to visit a relative in another 
town 
…Not being able to afford a special treat for your children’s 
birthday 
 
If time – and ‘will’ in the group try to write a group definition of 
poverty  

Agree/disagree 
sign on wall.  

10 mins  Activity 2  - Where do you stand 
 
Activity to get YP to visualise gap between rich and poor.  
 

1. Each person is given a card with a name, job and wage.  

2. Explain that everyone in the room has a different job and 
wage on their card. 

3. Ask them to imagine a scale stretching across the room 
from the world’s poorest to the world’s richest and ask them 
to stand where they think they might be. 

4. Ask them to mingle with each other and order themselves 

Printed 
‘Workshop 1 
resource - 
Wealth 
inequality game 
- name 
cards.doc’ – cut 
up so that you 
can hand out 
one character 
per students. 
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from richest to poorest  

5. Pick out a few people across the scale to explain who they 
are. Then ask them to read out their salaries from poorest to 
richest – typically the class has organised itself in perfect 
economic order. 

6. Now ask them to forget about their salary and organised 
themselves in terms of standard of living, life opportunities 
and general wellbeing. They should rearrange themselves 
quite a lot. Now lead a discussion as to who moved and 
why. The class will realise poverty is not all about economic 
wealth. 

7. Tell them how it would look using the distances below…   

Their cards: 

Jobs Wage 

How far apart 
they’d stand  on a 
to-scale model… 

trader 
1,030,000,00
0 100km 

banker 100,000 10m 
teacher 27,000 270 cm 
nurse 22,000 220 cm 
care worker £12,500 125 cm 
labourer 12,000 120 cm 
finance 
manager 11,000 110 cm 
teacher 540 5.1cm 
doctor 500 5cm 
farmer 180 1.5cm 
garment 
worker 137 1.1cm 
Doing 
handywork in 
an IDP camp 29 on the line 
 
If time, show where average incomes in different countries would 
be… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question members as to why they have placed themselves along 
the line.  
What does it show about the gap between rich and poor? 
What has happened in people’s lives to enable them to move up 

US 33,000 3m 
UK 25,000 2.5m 
Thailand 5,400 50cm 
China 4,100 40cm 
Peru 3,000 30cm 
India 2,000 20cm 
Bangladesh 340 34mm 
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the line?  
 
Some facts 
The total earnings of the richest 25 hedgefund managers could 
have paid for 30 hospitals, employed more than 300,000 nurses for 
a year, or vaccinated every child in poverty from five preventable 
diseases (£8.3 billion, or an average £331 million each).  

Two bankers can earn more in a year than Malawi spends on 
its entire health system  

15 Activity 3 - What is the Global poverty 
Challenge? 
 
Split group into 6 groups 
Give each group a case study. Explain this session they’re looking 
at the challenges of these case studies and the next session they 
will learn more about how Oxfam is tackling these problems. 
 
Ask the groups to examine their case study and consider  
‘what is the global Poverty challenge in this example, break down 
into the key factors affecting poverty in the case study. 
Ask them to write their ideas on flip chart using the framework  
(if preferred use wheel outlined below)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
A good way to start off this activity is to take an every day example 
of a challenge from the student’s lives and break these down into 
socila, environmental, political and economical factors for e.g.: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social, i.e people Environmental. 
  
Political, power Economical –money 
  

Often late for school: 
Social, i.e people Environmental. 
I feel sleepy in the morning 
and find it difficicult to get 
up 

Trains don’t run when 
leaves on line 

Political, power Economical –money  
The school doesn’t crack 
down on late comers so I 
don’t make an effort to be 
on time. 

Mum’s car sometimes 
doesn’t start 

Printed 
‘Workshop 1 
resource - 
Global 
Challenges 
Case 
Studies.doc’ 
 
Flip charts with  
Framework  
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15min Activity 4 - How is climate change linked to 
these case studies? 
 
Once the students have had a good chance to break down the 
case studies ask them to put a star next to any of the factors that 
might be linked to climate change – e.g. they would put a star 
next to increased flooding in Bolivia. 
 
They might find more things are starred then aren’t. 
 
Now arrange the students in a circle with a ball and ask the 
student  holding the ball to pick one of the things they starred then 
to throw the ball on asking either ‘So?’ Or ‘Why?’ depending on 
what kind of example the choose.  So for example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may want to round up by asking: 
 
What is the one obvious common element in all the case studies? 
(i.e – climate change) 
And therefore what is the one issue that will have far reaching 
impact on poverty in general? (i.e. climate change). 

A ball  

 

Throw 
ball 

Throw 
ball 

Throw 
ball 

Throw 
ball 

Student 1: 
People are 

going 
hungry. 
Why? 

Student 2: 
Farmers 
have no 

food. Why?

Student 3: 
Crops fail. 

Why? 

Student 4: 
More 

droughts in 
West Africa. 

Why? 

Student 5: 
To do with 

climate 
change. 

Throw 
ball 

Throw 
ball 

Throw 
ball 

Student 1: More 
droughts in 
West Africa. 

So? 

Student 2: 
Crops fail.

So? 

Student 3: 
Farmers 
have no 

food. So? 

Student 4: 
People go 

hungry. 


