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Get into film with I am kalam 

Inequality in india  
Age range: 11 - 14 years                   Time: 1 – 1 ¼ hours 

    

Outline 

This learning workshop is designed to help young people develop their knowledge 
and opinions in relation to inequality through peer teaching. Inequality is a new topic 
for many young people and teachers. Therefore, the resource uses the case study of 
India, and in particular the feature film I Am Kalam, to make the topic accessible. 

Young people begin by presenting workshop activities to each other within a small 
group or class. Once they feel confident about how to best present the activities, 
they progress to deliver them to other groups and classes and organise a screening 
of I Am Kalam. Young people should feel free to edit and amend the activities to make 
them fit for purpose, and the support of a teacher or other adult will help young 
people learn, plan and deliver the workshops effectively.  

In the workshop participants learn about the dimensions of inequality in India and 
develop critical thinking skills. Next they organise and host a screening of I Am Kalam 
followed by a discussion. Finally, they raise awareness about inequality with a wider 
audience (the school community, the local media etc). 

 

Learning objectives 

 To critically evaluate the importance 
and impact of growing inequality 

 To draw conclusions about how far a 
feature film can accurately represent 
an issue like inequality 

Outcomes 

 Young people will organise and host a 
screening of I Am Kalam 

 Young people will develop the skills 
and confidence to chair a discussion 
about inequality 

Key questions 

 To what extent is inequality an 
important social issue? 

 How useful is a feature film for 
learning about social issues like 
inequality? 

Resources 

 Factsheet: Welcome to India 

 Powerpoint presentation: Raising 
awareness about inequality 

 Activity Sheet  
 Film: I Am Kalam available from Into 

Film www.intofilm.org  

Curriculum links  
England 

KS3 & KS4 Citizenship (2014) – Purpose of study, aims, subject content. 

Wales 

ESDGC (Choices and Decisions) and PSE (Active Citizenship) – National 
Curriculum for Wales.  

Scotland 

Social Studies – Scottish Curriculum for Excellence. 

http://www.intofilm.org/
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Session outline 
 

Starter (10 min) 

A Mind Map. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Two or three young people will deliver the presentation and lead the workshop. 

They do not participate in the starter. Instead they spend the time setting up and 

preparing their presentation. One young person or an adult will need to explain 

this activity. 

 

 The rest of the group divide into working groups of three or four. They will need 

sugar paper and either sticky notes in two different colours or pens in two 

different colours. The advantage of using sticky notes is that they can be moved 

around the page as the discussion evolves. 

 

 Each working group presents the issue of inequality as a mind map. They begin 

by writing the issue in the centre of the page. Around the issue they write or stick 

facts they know about inequality or reasons why inequality is important. The 

Welcome to India fact sheet may help with key information. A good idea is to 

begin with a definition and then think of examples. They then draw lines to show 

which points are connected. 

 

 The young people finally use sticky notes or pens in a different colour to record 

things they’d like to know about inequality or questions they have about 

inequality. 

The Issue 

INEQUALITY 
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 If time permits groups could share their mind maps, but this is not necessary. 

 

 

 
                 Making a mind map 

                 Photo: Nigel Willmott/Oxfam 

 

Presentation and discussion (35 mins) 

What are the impacts of growing inequality? 

  

 The group making the presentation leads the discussion about inequality. As the 

discussion proceeds, working groups add to and/or amend their mind maps. They 

should be reminded to do this after each slide. 

 

 There are two ways to make the presentation: 

 

1.  Deliver the presentation as a factual narrative 

2. Deliver the presentation as a series of open and critical thinking questions 

supported by the factual narrative 

 

The approach that will work best depends on the audience. For example the 

critical thinking approach will work best in a small group or class. The narrative 

approach will work best in a larger group or assembly. 

 

 The Welcome to India fact sheet may help with basic background information. 

 

 If you are not viewing I Am Kalam at this point, omit slide 8. 
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Differentiation 

  

Make it easier: The teacher or group leader leads the presentation and discussion. 

 

Make it harder: Young people could identify and research examples of inequality 

from other countries. There are some examples in http://bit.ly/KrlO45 pgs 5 - 9. 
 

 

Plenary (20 min) 

Making sense of it all 

An Issue Tree. 

 

 An issue tree helps young people to explore the causes, effects and solutions of 

an issue. 

 

 The working groups return to their amended mind maps. They use these to 

construct issue trees. 

 

 Each working group draws a fruit tree in outline. They begin by labelling the trunk 

with the chosen issue (inequality), the roots with the causes of the issue, the 

branches with the effects of the issue and the fruit as the possible solutions to 

the issue. 

 

 Working groups finish by presenting their issue trees to each other and identifying 

how much agreement there is within the group. 

 

 
                An example of an issue tree 

                Photo: Caroline Irby/Oxfam 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/KrlO45
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Further ideas (if you have time) 

 

 Young people could undertake internet research to explore the impacts of 

inequality in other countries. Good examples include the USA, the UK, Brazil, 

South Africa and China. They should ask to what extent India is typical of 

changes in other countries. 

 

 Young people could create a poster, piece of artwork, PowerPoint presentation, 

leaflet, poem, rap, video or drama to share their findings with others. This could 

be done individually or in pairs or groups. 

 

 The Oxfam Education website has additional free, downloadable resources to 

support young peoples’ understanding of inequality. 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources 

 

Terms of use 

Copyright © Oxfam GB 

You may use photographs and associated information in this resource for educational 

purposes at your educational institution. With each use, you must credit the photographer 

named for that image and Oxfam.  You may not use images and associated information for 

commercial purposes or outside your educational institution. All information associated with 

these images relates to the date and time the project work took place. 
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