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Introduction 
 

It has been suggested that high economic growth will eradicate extreme poverty at a global 

level, as wealth trickles down to the poorest and ‘rising tides lift all boats.’ Along with the 

emerging economies in other ‘BRICS’1, India has experienced high growth rates since its 

economy was liberalised during the 1990s. Although India’s growth rate has recently slowed, 

it reached the impressive level of 10.3% in 2010, compared with a modest 1.7% in the UK. In 

2013, India’s economy was still growing three times faster than Britain’s2. 

 

However, contrary to optimistic predictions, growing wealth has not yet trickled down to the 

poor. In 2010, the World Bank reported that 32.7% of India’s population, equivalent to almost 

400 million people, were living on incomes of less than US$1.25 per day3. What’s more, 

income inequality in India actually doubled between 1991 and 20114 despite the significant 

increase in national wealth. In the meantime, the total wealth owned by India’s billionaires 

rose from less than 1% of GDP at the time of economic liberalisation in the 1990s to 10% of 

GDP in 20125. 

 

                                            
1
 Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa 

2
 World Bank http://bit.ly/1lRakVX  

3
 World Bank http://bit.ly/1pm4lwk  

4
 BBC http://bbc.in/1li2qrD  

5
 Oxfam India http://bit.ly/1qEHIlO pg 2 

The purpose of this resource is to use the case study of India to help 

develop young people’s understanding of the many facets of inequality and 

encourage them to share their new perspectives with their peers. 

http://bit.ly/1lRakVX
http://bit.ly/1pm4lwk
http://bbc.in/1li2qrD
http://bit.ly/1qEHIlO
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                        Housing in Lucknow for the wealthier upper middle class rises above rag pickers’  

                        shacks. Photo: Tom Pietrasik/Oxfam 

 

Other inequalities in India are also striking. There are massive income differences between 

India’s richer and poorer states. For example, approximately 40% of the inhabitants of the 

state of Chhattisgarh lived below the poverty line in 2012. In Goa the figure was only about 

5%6. Women are also unequal to men. Despite the universal right to education being 

enshrined in Indian law since 2009, 82% of men are literate compared with only 65% of 

women7. 

 

Growing inequality is now part and parcel of the Indian landscape. In Delhi’s satellite city of 

Gurgaon, the gleaming headquarters of multi-national corporations rise next to people who 

live and work on the pavement. The proliferation of gated luxury housing, private hospitals 

and exclusive schools in India’s cities reflects the rapid accumulation of private wealth by a 

small minority. For a personal view of this phenomenon see novelist Rana Dasgupta’s pointed 

observations in his book ‘Capital: A Portrait of Twenty-First Century Delhi.’ 

 

Oxfam’s and other research indicates that high and rising levels of inequality are not simply 

unjust. They also make our economies grow more slowly; and become more volatile and less 

capable of reducing poverty. The purpose of this resource is to use the case study of India to 

help develop young people’s understanding of the many facets of inequality and encourage 

them to share their new perspectives with their peers. 

 

 

 

                                            
6
 Reserve Bank of India http://bit.ly/1nJ3jox  

7
 India Census 2011 http://bit.ly/1pMgpGm  

http://bit.ly/1nJ3jox
http://bit.ly/1pMgpGm
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                         The end of the school day in a Delhi slum. Is low quality education for the poor a  

                         driver of inequality? 

                         Photo: David Levene/GCE UK 

 

 

 

Smile Foundation is an Indian NGO focusing on education, healthcare, livelihoods and 

women’s empowerment. In 2010 Smile Foundation took the unusual step of producing I Am 

Kalam, a mainstream Bollywood film. Their aim in making the film was to ‘reach out to people 

around the world, drawing their attention to support the movement of educating every child in 

India to secure a better future.’ I Am Kalam achieved critical acclaim both inside and outside 

India and won a number of international film festival awards.8 

 

In 2014 Into Film asked Oxfam Education & Youth to present screenings of I Am Kalam at the 

Into Film Festival for young people. The screenings and this resource offer opportunities to 

use the medium of film to learn about the dimensions of inequality and promote discussion 

between young people.  

 

This resource was produced independently of Smile Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
8
 Smile Foundation http://bit.ly/1q8xcDi  

http://bit.ly/1q8xcDi
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Curriculum making 

 

We have provided full footnotes and references for this resource to assist with curriculum-

making. In addition teachers will find these materials useful: 

 

Into Film website: http://bit.ly/1vGDgaF  

 

I Am Kalam website: http://bit.ly/1y64sLP (includes stills, clips, music, reviews, news) 

 

Full trailer for I Am Kalam - http://bit.ly/1oD8oSZ (Youtube - 4’ 08”) 

 

I Am Kalam Wikipedia entry - http://bit.ly/1y638bJ  

 

Smile Foundation - http://bit.ly/1kmVoBb  

 

Background reading 
 

Oxfam – ‘Working for the Few: Political capture and economic inequality’ (Oxfam – 2014. 

Briefing paper) http://bit.ly/KrlO45  

 

Oxfam India – ‘India: Moving Towards Equal Opportunities For All?’ (Oxfam – 2013. 

Discussion paper)  http://bit.ly/1mTlVqs 

 

Oxfam – ‘A Tale of Two Britains’ (Oxfam 2014. Media briefing) http://bit.ly/1grneLb  

 

Rachel Williams – ‘Why girls in India are still missing out on the education they need’ 

(Guardian, 11 March 2013. Newspaper article) http://bit.ly/1grDiXK  

 

John McLaverty – ‘All children are equal, but some are more equal than others’ (Oxfam – 

2014. Blog post) http://bit.ly/X1WgkP  

 

Jean Dreze & Amartya Sen – ‘An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions’ (Allen Lane – 

2013. Book) 

 

Rana Dasgupta – ‘Capital: A Portrait of Twenty-First Century Delhi’ (Canongate – 2014. 

Book)  

 

Development Education and Film (Policy and Practice: A Development Education Review – 

Issue 18 – Spring 2014. Online journal) http://bit.ly/1ADMmUD  

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/1vGDgaF
http://bit.ly/1y64sLP
http://bit.ly/1oD8oSZ
http://bit.ly/1y638bJ
http://bit.ly/1kmVoBb
http://bit.ly/KrlO45
http://bit.ly/1mTlVqs
http://bit.ly/1grneLb
http://bit.ly/1grDiXK
http://bit.ly/X1WgkP
http://bit.ly/1ADMmUD
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Inequality Action Guide 
 

For more about Oxfam’s perspective on poverty (summarised on pg 1 of the Action Guide) see  http://bit.ly/KrlO45 
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