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Facts about India 

Capital: New Delhi 

State Capital of Rajasthan: Jaipur 

Population (2012): 1237 million people 

Population of Rajasthan (2011): 68 million people 

Official languages: 22 official languages, Hindi is widely spoken  

Money: 1 rupee = 100 paise (£1.00 = 101 rupees) 

Highest point: Kangchenjunga (8,586 metres above sea level) 

Lowest point: Kuttanad (2.2 metres below sea level) 

Climate: India’s climate varies greatly, ranging from tropical monsoon in the south to alpine in 

the Himalayan north. The hot and dry Thar Desert is located in Rajasthan 

Major religions: Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism 

Average life expectancy (2012): 64 for men, 68 for women 

GDP per capita (2012): US$1420  

Percentage of population living in extreme poverty (2010): 32.68% 

GINI Index (2009): 0.50 

 

 

 

Welcome to India - factsheet 

India is the seventh largest country in the world by total area and has the second largest population 

after China. Life is very unequal in India. India has the second-largest number of billionaires in the 

world but also one third of the world’s poor. Life is particularly hard for women and girls. Three 

quarters of the rural population live in absolute poverty and malnutrition is more common in India than 

in sub-Saharan Africa.   

 

The film ‘I Am Kalam’ in set in the state of Rajasthan. Rajasthan ranks 17th out of India’s 23 states in 

terms of Human Development. The Human Development Index (HDI) is an overall measurement of 

people’s income, health and education. Only 67% of people in Rajasthan are literate, compared with 

74% of people in India overall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

 India has the world’s largest film industry 

 India now has 14,000 multi-millionaires with 

fortunes greater than $10million 

 Indian Railways is the largest employer in 

the world, providing jobs to over 1.3 million 

people 

 India is the largest democracy in the world. 

814.5 million people were eligible to vote in 

the 2014 Indian General Election 
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The map shows India and the location of 

Rajasthan 
Map: Wikimedia Commons* 


