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Philippines Typhoon Resource 
 

Introduction 
 

On Friday 8 November 2013, Super-Typhoon Haiyan struck the islands of the central 

Philippines. Haiyan was one of the strongest storms ever to be recorded over land, with wind 

speeds of up to 195mph and waves 6m high lashing the shore. 

 

The impact of Typhoon Haiyan was particularly severe. The storm affected over 10 million 

people. At least 8,00 lost their lives. In some areas 98% of buildings and structures have been 

damaged and transport and communications are seriously disrupted. 

 

As is often the case, the impact of Haiyan upon the poorest and most vulnerable people has 

been the greatest. 40% of the inhabitants of the affected areas live below the poverty. Most of 

these people have no savings and will have lost all their assets. Their accommodation would 

have been poorly built and therefore particularly at risk to storm damage.   

 

Oxfam‘s target was to reach half a million people with emergency assistance, starting with 

20,000 in the first three months. The priorities are to provide the most vulnerable families with 

safe water and sanitation facilities and help protect people from public health risks. By August 

2014 Oxfam had reached 730,000 people.  

 

 
  Photo: Vincent Malasador/Oxfam 
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About this resource 

 

This resource is designed to be delivered as an assembly and consists of a PowerPoint 

presentation and accompanying script. The script can be accessed on the ‘notes’ section of 

the PowerPoint. The assembly is written for KS3 pupils but may be adapted as required for 

older or younger pupils. 

 

The resource is divided into five sections. 

 

The sections are: 

 

Section 1: Slides 1 – 5. What is a disaster? 

Section 2: Slides 6 – 10. Super-Typhoon Haiyan. 

Section 3: Slides 11 – 18. What makes some disasters worse than others? 

Section 4: Slides 19 – 24. Responding to disasters. 

Section 5: Slides 25 – 27. Get involved. 

 

Sections 1, 2 and 5 provide an assembly about the impact of Super-Typhoon Haiyan on the 

Philippines and how young people in the UK may respond to this event. The resource 

suggests that appropriate responses are organising a fundraising event and/or campaigning 

with Oxfam to help create a fairer and more just world for everyone. 

 

Sections 3 and 4 provide greater detail about why some disasters have a worse human 

impact than others and how the international community responds to disasters. They provide 

the basis for a classroom lesson. 

 

After downloading the resource you may like to delete the sections you do not require. 

 

Critical thinking 
 

These questions are suggested to promote critical thinking and discussion. 

 

Section 1. What is a disaster? 

 

 To what extent do you think it is accurate to describe extreme weather events in the 

UK as ‘disasters’?  

 

Section 2. Super-Typhoon Haiyan 

 

 Have all the people who were affected by Super-Typhoon Haiyan been affected 

equally? What are the factors that influence the impact of the storm on individual 

families? 
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Section 3. What makes some disasters worse than others? 

 

 Which of these factors do you think were most important in influencing the impact of 

Haiyan on the Philippines? Why do you think this? 

 

Section 4. Responding to disasters 

 

 To what extent do you agree with the sequencing of the responses to a disaster? 

Would you change the order of the responses? Are there responses you think are 

important that have been left out? 

 

Section 5. Get involved 

 

 Are fundraising and campaigning the best ways young people can get involved? What 

other ways are there for young people to demonstrate their support and solidarity with 

people in the Philippines? 

 

Other resources 

 

Dealing with Disasters online pack 
 

The Dealing with Disasters online pack includes classroom activities about why disasters 

happen and what we can do to help. It is suitable for ages 11-14 and can be downloaded 

here: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/dealing-with-disasters 

 

Oxfam’s Visitor Centre – the Logistics Warehouse 
 

A visit to Oxfam’s Logistics Warehouse in Bicester brings Oxfam’s emergency work to life. 

The Visitors Centre displays the equipment Oxfam sends to the scenes of humanitarian 

emergencies. To find out more and book a free visit for your school or youth group email 

stockteam@oxfam.org.uk 

 

 

The Visitor Centre at Oxfam’s 

Logistics Warehouse 

Photo Amy Christian/Oxfam 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/dealing-with-disasters
mailto:stockteam@oxfam.org.uk
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Educational Support for Fundraising 

 

Active global citizenship is about young people doing something about the issues they care 

about. Raising money can be a meaningful and important form of action. 

The following downloads should help you ensure your pupils reap the most benefits and learn 

new skills from their fundraising. 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/teacher-support/educational-support-for-fundraising 

 

Curriculum making 
 

The size of this resource prevents a full exploration of a complex disaster, for example by 

looking at  its impact on women and girls and its impact on law and order. Instead, it focuses 

on a limited number of key themes. For a fuller exploration of the theme, see Dealing with 

Disasters (above).  The following links provide background reading and further ideas for 

curriculum making. 

 

 Oxfam Philippines page: http://bit.ly/QFdavN  

 BBC Typhoon Haiyan page: http://bbc.in/1gO8zbg  

 Guardian Typhoon Haiyan page: http://bit.ly/1dggklq  

 Philippines delegate Yeb Sano links climate change and natural disasters at the 

COP19 UN climate change conference (Youtube video): http://bit.ly/1h2k4M4  

 Typhoon Haiyan and climate change Q&A (the Guardian): http://bit.ly/17ZBMLr  

 

Your resources 
 

Please share any new resources you develop by emailing education@oxfam.org.uk  
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