
LIFE IN EXILE
THE KASSINGA RAID THE FIRST SETTLEMENT FOR NAMIBIAN refugees was established

outside Lusaka, the capital of Zambia, in the 1960s. This catered for just
a few hundred Namibians. By the end of 1974 the number had risen to
several thousand and the Zambian Government responded by providing a
new site. It was here that SWAPO set up the Nyango Health and
Education Centre.

The centre at Nyango was built from scratch. By 1978 it was home for
over 5,000 Namibians, mainly women and children. There was a hospital
run by SWAPO. Deputy Secretary for Health and Social Welfare, Dr
Libertine Amathila said, "I am proud of this hospital. We built it from
nothing, bit by bit. This is so important for us. Even the crooked corridors
give us pride, because this hospital was constructed by women who had
never built a house before."

An effort is made to produce as much food as possible to meet the
settlement's needs. Vegetables, maize and beans are grown, ducks and
pigs are bred.

Adult literacy classes have been started and schools are provided up to
the third year of secondary school. The syllabus used is Zambian and the
classes are conducted in English.

After the massacre at Kassinga, Namibians in Angola were moved to
Kwanza Sul Province where they established a new centre. Some 10,000
are of school age and 7,000 below eight years old. Many people lived at first
in tents provided by aid agencies, but now homes, workplaces, hospitals
and schools have been built.

As at Nyango, there is a complex of schools, library, kindergarten, and
so on. There are further specialist training courses in practical and technical
skills, such as nursing, carpentry, typing, weaving and sewing. At first,
aims were limited to providing essentials such as clothing; now each family
is being encouraged to make bricks and start building their own homes.

In an independent Namibia new skills will be needed and much
emphasis is placed on training for administration, management,
commerce, accountancy and media work.

In 1976 the United Nations Institute for Namibia (UNIN) opened in
Lusaka to provide training for Namibians, recognising that many whites
will probably leave the country at independence.

Although many children have been born and brought up in a camp they
understand that their home is Namibia. Dr. Shejavali, General Secretary of
the Council of Churches, said, "If you write a book about children in
Namibia do not forget the children in the camps. They know where
Namibia is, they know they are Namibians."
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OLLY'S STORY
OLLY'S MOTHER IS IN EXILE in Kenya. His father is in Russia. They

crossed the border when he was five.
"In the North people are suffering too much. I came down to Windhoek

with my grandmother when I was 11. My sister is schooling in Windhoek
and I am here in the South.

"I can remember my mother and father only by photo . . . I've learned
that my mother is studying hotel management and I used to communicate
with her by letter, but I haven't heard from her for a while.

"At first I thought it was bad that my parents had left me, now I think
they have done a very good thing. My grandmother explained it to me and
I realise that they left for a purpose - to free our Namibia.

"I only know my sister here, I don't know how many they have there. I
think I have at least one more sister but I don't remember her name.

"When I came from the North I had to go back a standard because I
didn't know Afrikaans, then I transferred to the private school in Gibeon -
an independent school is better than a state school - I'll have a better
future. I heard about the school from my father who wrote to me from
overseas. I was told: "Just get on the train up to Gibeon, there will be a car
waiting for you there". When I arrived the one in the car asked, "Who is
Oily?" At first I was scared and asked him why he wanted to know. I
didn't know him and I don't just tell anyone who I am.

"The Council of Churches in Namibia pays for my schooling and a
family in the Ovambo section took me in because they knew of my
suffering. My sister is taken by another family.

"I'd like to be a doctor here in Namibia. I speak Ndonga, Kwanyama,
Oshiherero, Afrikaans, Nama and English. I wouldn't want to go to study
in America or South Africa. America supports South Africa and they
oppress us. It would be no problem to learn another language.

"When I was young I heard about SWAPO and didn't know what it was.
I tried to get information and people explained. I learned that South Africa
is very wrong. I then decided to be on the side of the Namibians because
they are fighting for the real thing."

Oily was then told that the interviewer knew his mother in exile. His
eyes really shone. His whole face came alive. He was eager to find out how
she was and when he found he could write a letter to her he was really
excited. When the interviewer took a photograph of him he had changed
from shorts into long trousers to look smart for his mother.

He began his letter in English, "My dearest mother . . . "
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Namibia is a country in crisis. Its children's future is threatened by
South African occupation, apartheid and war. When Namibia is no

longer Africa's last colony there will be a chance for this situation to
change. With independence and free and fair elections, it will be possible
for a radical restructuring process to begin so that chronic poverty can be
alleviated and life for the majority of people can start to change for the
better.

Yet even when independence is achieved, Namibia and its children will
still be vulnerable.

The experience of the independent countries in Southern Africa has been
one of destabilisation and disruption as a result of military action by and
economic pressure from South Africa.

Under colonial rule, traditional support systems and family networks
have been severely undermined. The state social and welfare provision is
totally inadequate for the black population and an enormous financial
investment is needed in health services, schools, housing and agriculture.
The task ahead for an independent government is daunting.

This book is a record of the lives of children in Namibia in 1988, ten years
after the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 435. The
signs are that increasing international pressure can bring about an eventual
withdrawal by South Africa and the implementation of the Resolution.
However, the people of Namibia realise the difficulties that lie ahead, and
see independence as "just the start of the struggle". At independence,
generous and appropriate assistance from the international community
will be essential to help Namibians create a better place for their children to
grow up in.

Let us hope that in another ten years time, the lives of children in
Namibia will have been transformed and they will look to the future with
confidence, in a peaceful and prosperous country.
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