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LIFE IN THE WAR
ZONE

THOUSANDS OF PARENTS LIVING in the north today were children
themselves when the war first broke out in 1966. Their own childhood

was marked by the terrors of war, and they are now watching their own
children accepting as normal a situation the rest of the world would regard
as intolerable. Children are exposed to the sights of a particularly brutal
war - people beaten to death, houses burnt down, military vehicles flying a
red ribbon to designate a SWAPO 'kill'. Many of them seldom see their
fathers, who are away fighting in the war or working as migrant labourers;
daily life is frightening and uncertain. It is not surprising that some
children turn to delinquency and aggression. The older children in
particular are forced to take sides and make judgements of a kind many
adults would find too challenging. Childhood ends abruptly for most
Namibians today.

Because so many men have left to join the liberation movement and to
work as migrant labourers, many black families, particularly in the North,
now consist of women, old people and children, and the work of growing
crops and caring for herds falls on them. Children travel dozens of
kilometers, occasionally crossing the border into Angola, to find food for
their herds, because the fighting and sporadic droughts mean water and
grazing for cattle are scarce.

Farming, the main source of income for most families in the north, has
suffered heavily because of the war. Many people have fled, leaving their
land untended. Those who stay find their fields constantly driven through
and their crops crushed by Casspir armoured carriers. Entire harvests are
destroyed under the pretext of a 'hot pursuit' operation. Cows and goats
are used as target practice by South African soldiers. The flattening of
kraals (rural homesteads) by military vehicles is not an unusual occurrence.
Compensation is almost never offered and families are left destitute.

Civilian casualties are increased by the debris of war. Unexploded bombs
and ammunition litter the war zone. Children have been maimed and
killed after picking up live mortar bombs, mines and grenades left after
clashes between PLAN and SADF.

In recent years, SADF have taken to setting up their bases in the shadow
of schools and hospitals. Inevitably, these bases attract military attacks.
Schoolchildren have been intimidated and threatened by the security
forces. There have been cases of Koevoets breaking into school dormitories
at night and assaulting and raping the children.

From dusk to dawn there is a curfew. Imposed some years ago as a
security measure, it has been condemned by a wide range of public
opinion in the country. Anyone leaving their house during those hours is
liable to be shot by the security forces and, though no accurate figures
exist, many children are known to have died.
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CASUALTIES OF
THE WAR

THE TRAUMA OF WAR
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A 15 YEAR OLD SCHOOLBOY called Portius Blasius, from Onhemba in
Ombalantu, had his face severely burned when members of the SADF

pressed him against the hot exhaust pipe of a military truck. Portius was
being questioned on the whereabouts of SWAPO fighters. Two SADF
soldiers were later found guilty and fined R500 each.

Herta, a 14 year old schoolgirl from Onanhende, under questioning
about SWAPO movements, was repeatedly raped by a member of the
security forces while two other soldiers held her down. It was five days
before she got hospital treatment.

Titus Paulus, 13 years old, was roasted over an open fire by members of
the security forces because he was unable to give information about the
guerrillas. Paulus was admitted to Onandjokwe Lutheran Hospital with
severe burns on his back.

A 17 year old pupil from the David Bezuidenhout High School in
Khomasdal, Rebecca Mulyafiko, was shot dead by security forces while
travelling home from a party after curfew. The boy with her, Israel
Mawandingi, was shot in the back and is partly paralysed.

Line Eelu was 13 when she was picked up by soldiers of the SADF. They
wanted information about the activities of SWAPO in the Ongandjera
district. Line knew nothing. She was beaten and tortured with electric
shocks. Several days later she was still in hospital in a state of hysteria.

Joseph was tortured by the security forces. They pumped green gas into
a bag which was placed over his head. He claimed he was nearly
suffocated and was only released on the promise that he would implicate
others. He fled and is in hiding in fear of his life.

The scarred and peeling face of 15 year old
Portius Blasius, pictured several days after
members of the SADF pressed him against
the burning hot exhaust of an idling Buff el
truck. He was being interrogated about
SWAPO insurgents supposedly in the area.



FIGHTING
CONSCRIPTION

" 1 A # H E N 0 N E LOOKS AT YOUNG conscripts, one sees tears in their
f t eyes. These tears are not of fear but of powerlessness. These are

tears caused by the realisation that they cannot do anything about
conscription." ,

Justus Garoeb, leader of the Damara Administration
In 1986, Erick Binga appealed against conscription in a test case in which

he claimed that the South African Parliament did not have the power to
make laws for the territory of Namibia. He lost his case.

The lost appeal caused great anger and depression among young
Namibians but did not stop others from trying again. In 1987, Alfons
Kotjipati and Edward Amporo also asked that their call-up instructions be
declared null and void. Alfons said:

"The prospect of having to render military service and to engage in
active combat against fellow Namibians, whom I regard as patriots, causes
me grave concern and anxiety . . . the call-up system in Namibia is applied
on a selective, arbitrary and ethnic basis. Persons resident in Ovambo and
Kavango are automatically as a matter of fixed policy exempted from
compulsory National Service. On the other hand, all other Namibians are
subject to call-up."

Edward said:
"If I were conscripted and forced to fight South Africa's cause . . . I

would be fighting the very ideals and values I believe in, namely the
termination of South Africa's occupation of Namibia, my country's
independence and self determination."

Edward and Alfons also lost their case.
A young student said recently:
"We make the choice to fight for South Africa, our oppressors, or to run,

be detained or fight for PLAN. We students have to face this choice. We
have decided that with the End Conscription Campaign we must mobilise
the youth against the army of oppression . . . we must not be used by
Pretoria as puppets against our own people."

For a young person, having to make a choice of this kind is terrifying.
The students' organisation NANSO has been unable to keep up with the

demand for "End Conscription Campaign" T-shirts.
In August, 1988, the End Conscription Campaign in South Africa was

declared an illegal organisation by the South African Government.

The South A frican authorities are
Namibianising the war by conscripting young
blacks into the army straight from school in
southern and central Namibia.
Because of the strict control of the media, and
the high rate of illiteracy, blacks in southern
and central parts of Namibia can find out little
about the war in the north. Conscription is
unavoidable, and refusal to serve in the army
is punished by several years in prison. In a
situation where jobs are scarce for unskilled
men, an army wage is an attraction for many
blacks.

"FORCED INTO THE
RACIST ARMY"



CONSCRIPTION
I N SOUTH AFRICA, ALL YOUNG white men are conscripted into the

army and many of them are sent to fight in Namibia or across the border
in Angola. Most blacks in South Africa are not conscripted, but in Namibia,
blacks from central and southern areas are called up, as well as young
white men. Because of the strict government control of the media, the
conscripts have little access to information about the war. Some of them go
to fight believing they are defending their country, though in reality they
are fighting in an army which is illegally occupying it. The reason blacks
from the North are not conscripted is presumably because, living in the
war zone, they are more aware of the realities of the situation and too
sympathetic to SWAPO to be reliable troops.

In January 1988, a proposed End Conscription Campaign for Namibia
was widely supported by the churches, students, human rights lawyers,
women's groups and the ethnic administrations of Damaraland and
Ovamboland.
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WAR
Killing, murder, rape and torture
why teach the children
that this is their future?
Who put the gun
in the hands of the child?
Who thinks it's fun
to brainwash so young?
Are adults so sick
to think it's a joke
to see their son struggle
with things of no hope?
Don't teach the child wrong
it's a terrible mistake
You're singing Man's swan-song
you're teaching to hate.



"THEY BATTLE WITH US FOR
THE HEARTS AND MINDS
OF OUR CHILDREN"

I N 1981, THE REALISATION that South Africa's fight to retain power in
Namibia could not be won only on the battlefield was expressed by

General Charles Lloyd,senior SWATF commander. He said:
"We cannot win this war through military means. We could destroy our

military enemy. But that is not to say that we will destroy SWAPO, which
is a political thing as well, that is in the minds of the people. As you know,
bullets kill bodies not minds. So, we can destroy the military enemy, but
that is not to say that we have destroyed the ideology of SWAPO."

SWAPO has insisted that it will not make deals with the 'TGNU' or
compromise on Resolution 435. It is therefore in South Africa's interest to
attempt to break the loyalty that people have for the nationalist cause, for
SWAPO and for the mainstream churches. The strategy which has been
evolved is the "Hearts and Minds Campaign". It is often aimed directly at
children.

A spokesperson for the Ovamboland adminstration described the
campaign in his area:

"It entails subtle propaganda in the form of leaflets, lectures at schools
and the formation of so-called cultural groups such as Etango and Ezuva.

"Army leaflets and pamphlets are distributed surreptitiously (usually at
night) at schools and in the rural areas. The intention of these is to portray
a positive image of the army and a negative picture of the non-
collaborators.

"Pro-TGNU and pro-SADF films are shown. The army tries its utmost to
get involved in young people's sporting activities in the North, for example
by conducting soccer clinics.

"The army entices children with sweets and canned foods'in their efforts
to win the hearts and minds of the young - who can so easily be impressed
by gestures of 'goodwill'. The South West Africa Broadcasting
Corporation, which is supposed to be an impartial source of information,
presses anti-SWAPO propaganda down everybody's throats every day."

School children are reported to have been recruited as spies by the army.
A pupil at Max Makushe secondary school, 200 kilometres east of Rundu,
told his teachers that he had been offered R50 (£12.50) for each piece of
information he passed on to the army. A 16 year old boy, Jacob Andreas,
admitted to being a security spy and informer after being discovered with a
hidden tape recorder at a students' congress in 1986.

Within secondary schools, the government Department of National
Education collaborates with the SADF and SWATF to operate a school
cadet system. All young white boys are compelled to join, and training
takes the form of talks on ideology as well as basic military tactics.



REFUGEES AND
EXILES
SOME 80,000 NAMIBIANS ARE NOW in exile. Many are in camps in

Angola and Zambia. Some are studying in Zambia, Britain, the United
States and elsewhere. Most are longing to return to Namibia.

The decision to cross the border is not taken lightly. Many people have
to trek through the war zone of Southern Angola, risking land mines and
mortars and being caught by South African troops. To leave the land of
your birth, knowing that you will have to live in a refugee camp, speak in
another language, get very little news of your family or friends, is an
enormous undertaking. It highlights the seriousness of the situation at
home.

Life is not only difficult for those who flee, but also for those left behind.
Mothers are desperate to hear news of their children and children are
sometimes left in the care of elderly relatives, their parents unable to risk
taking them with them.
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