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Abbreviations

AAA Agro-action Allemande (Welthungershilfe) 

AFDL Alliance des Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du Congo

ALTI Aide aux Lépreux et Tuberculeux de l’Ituri

APC Armée du Peuple Congolaise

CAC Communauté Anglicane du Congo

CME Centre Médical Evangélique

COOPI International Cooperation of the Italian Government 

CUEB Centre Universitaire de Bunia

DRC Democratic Republic of the Congo

Ex-FAZ Ex-Forces Armée Zaíroise

FAC Force Armée Congolaise

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

IDP Internally Displaced Person

MLC Mouvement de Libération du Congo

MONUC Mission de l’organisation des Nations Unies au Congo

MSF Médecins Sans Frontières

NALU National Army for the Liberation of Uganda

NGO Non-governmental Organisation

NRM National Resistance Movement

OCHA Office for the co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs

OMS Organisation Mondiale de la Santé

PEV Programme Enlargi de Vaccination

RCD Rassemblement des Congolais pour la Démocratie

RCD/ML RCD/Mouvement de Libération

RDC République Démocratique du Congo

RPA Rwandese Patriotic Front 

UPDF Uganda People’s Defence Force

WHO World Health Organisation
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Bunia
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Map of the Karamoja province
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Methodology

The field research covered several selected areas and institutions in Kitgum and Kotido districts
of Uganda. Literature reviews and key-informant interviews were conducted. Participatory
appraisal group sessions were conducted with the local council executives, opinion formers and
religious leaders, groups of women, and groups of ‘abductees’ who had returned or escaped
from Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) detentions. Questionnaires were administered to various
categories of respondent. Lists of 50-100 households were solicited and randomly chosen for
interviews at various places visited. See Appendices 4 and 5 for the questionnaire administered
and list of persons interviewed.  

The field research covered the districts of Kitgum and Kotido. In Kitgum district the following
areas were selected:

● Padide Camp. This being the largest camp for internally displaced people (IDP), secure and
easily accessible.

● Kitgum Town. This being the administrative centre with urban setting. 
● Patongo Sub-county (Agago County). This rural area being the victim of LRA incursions as

well as the Jie and the Dodoth intrusions and cattle rustling. 

In Kotido, the following locations were chosen:

● Labwor County. Principally because it is a transit zone which has continuously suffered at
the hands of the Karimojong cattle rustlers and from intermittent LRA incursions. 

● Kiru Parish (Abim Sub-county). Being the converging area with the largest watering point
at Kulo Akado for the Jie, Dodoth, and Bokora during their annual migration.

● Kotido Town. This being the district headquarters, surrounded by the armed Jie and
transient Turkana from Kenya.

Several hospitals were visited to ascertain the impact of small arms on the health sector.
These included:  

● Government Hospital and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Kitgum, both hospitals being in the
combat areas.

● Abim Hospital and Kotido Health Centre in Kotido district. These were chosen because they
were reference focal points for small arms casualties in the district. 

● Matany Hospital in Moroto District. This was chosen because it is the recipient of most small-
arms victims from Kotido and Moroto districts in Karamoja. The wounded Karachunas fear
going to Kotido Health Centre, because it is near the Army barracks. 

In order to assess the impact of small arms on education, Kitgum Public Primary School and
Kitgum Boys’ Primary school were visited. Interviews were conducted with representatives of
the following agencies: AVSI (Kitgum), World Vision International (Kitgum), Action Faim
(Kitgum), Oxfam (Kitgum and Patongo), World Food Programme (Kitgum).
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Constraints

The researchers encountered the following constraints on their work:

● Information and data requested were not always available. For example, some district
officials declined to provide data on crime rates caused by small arms and the calibre of
small arms used, claiming that they needed permission from higher authorities under
the Official Secrets Act.

● Tension due to the unpredictable security situation prevailed in the areas under study.
The security agents had to monitor and give clearance on a daily basis for travel to and
from areas of study. In Kotido there was a permanent threat of road ambushes by
Karachunas. 

About the researchers

The research was carried out on behalf of Oxfam GB by ADOL (Action for Development of
Local Communities), an NGO based in Kampala (PO Box 24626, tel. 041-543810).  The
research team consisted of Dr Bruno Ocaya, Darlington Lorika, Joseph Owor, Saul
Wanakwanyi, and Caroline Lamwaka. 
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1/ Executive summary

1.1. Besides security organs of the Ugandan Government, there are a number of armed
groups operating with impunity in Kitgum and Kotido districts. These are the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA), Boo-Kec (which means ‘bitter vegetable’), and the Jie and
Dodoth warriors. These armed groups principally use AK47s, sourced mainly from
Sudan. There is at least one gun per family of five among the Jie and Dodoth pastoralists.

The impact of small arms on the general population is as follows: 

1.2. There have been permanent and temporal displacements of people in Kitgum district
and Labwor County as a result of LRA insurgency, and the Jie and Dodoth cattle rustlers.
Eight permanent camps, holding 82,645 persons, are operational in Aruu and Lamwo
counties of Kitgum district. Temporary displacements occur in Agago (east Kitgum) and
Labwor County (Kotido district) during incursions by the LRA and cattle rustlers. 

.
1.3. Most deaths and injuries have been caused by gunshot wounds as a consequence of LRA

insurgency, cattle rustling, acts of undisciplined soldiers of the Uganda People’s Defence
Force (UPDF), road ambushes, and feuds. Deaths and injuries from cattle raids are
heaviest between May and October, putting tremendous strain on the hospitals of Abim,
Kaabong, and Matany.

1.4. Over 11,000 children and adults were abducted by LRA in Kitgum between 1990 and
2000. The young boys and girls are targeted to carry LRA booty and later be trained as
child soldiers. Young girls are also assigned to LRA combatants as wives. Some are
exchanged for guns while in Sudan. The Jie and Dodoth armed warriors mostly abduct
girls and boys from eastern Kitgum and Labwor County. Some of the girls are taken as
housewives, while others are raped, defiled, and abandoned. Some abducted men and
boys have been sacrificed in rituals.

1.5. All armed groups (LRA, UPDF, Vigilantees, LDUs, Boo-Kec, Jie and Dodoth pastoralists
among others) have committed human-rights violations against the population of
Kitgum and Kotido. Victims of human-rights violations have no recourse to justice,
because the perpetrators are armed and are above the law. 

1.6. The human cost of small arms among the vulnerable groups of Kitgum and Kotido has
been high. Children have been particularly affected and traumatised by the insecure
conditions in which they live. In addition to those who have been abducted, many
children have been denied their right to enjoy a good early-childhood development
environment in which they are given a basic education, access to health and recreational
facilities, and good nutrition. In LRA attacks and cattle raids, children have been killed
or injured in cross fire or burnt in houses. Those who survive are exposed to all forms of
child abuse, hunger, and starvation. Orphaned children are more vulnerable to poverty
and are forced into early child labour or are obliged to become heads of households at a
young age.
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1.7. Women have been greatly impoverished, rendered widows and sole breadwinners,
supporting many orphans and extended families. Women of all ages are exposed to
sexual abuses (i.e. rape, defilement, and indecent assault) and sexually transmitted
infections (including HIV/AIDS, syphilis, and gonorrhea). Women have also been burnt
in huts, and many have died in crossfire between the combatants. 

1.8. Men have also been severely affected by the consequences of the violence. In particular,
their culturally construed role of protector has been overwhelmed by the violence of
attacks, leaving many powerless to help their families. 

1.9. Due to the armed civil strife, economic and development activities have been greatly
constrained, leaving the youth unemployed, idle, and frustrated. Some have got
involved in petty crimes or become alcoholic. In the case of girls, they are frequently
exposed to early pregnancies, early marriages, and sexually transmitted infections (STIs)
with dire consequences to their generation. The youth who own guns have lost
traditional respect for elders. 

1.10. The elders are thoroughly impoverished. They saw the fruits of their long lives’ work
(livestock, granaries, houses, and other property) vanish into thin air overnight. They
lost sons and daughters through abductions and killings. Some have had to raise
grandchildren without resources. Others were so traumatised that they committed
suicide. The very weak and disabled were abandoned in the villages and starved to
death. 

1.11. Small arms have made Kitgum and Kotido very insecure places, rendering the delivery
of social services dangerous and difficult. In Kotido, most development initiatives have
stagnated or are performing at their lowest capacities because of insecurity caused by
road thugs. Service providers have always to be escorted during the execution of their
duties. In Kitgum, frequent LRA and Boo-Kec road ambushes have greatly hampered
service delivery, confining it to the area within a 5km radius of the trading centres.
Persistent insecurity due to the proliferation of small arms in Kitgum has frustrated
development efforts and interfered with the implementation of district programmes.
Service delivery in education and health has been severely affected. Schools have to be
closed during cattle raids. The LRA targets hospitals and health units in Kitgum to
obtain drugs and trained medical personnel. 

1.12. The insecure environment created by the activities of various armed groups has made it
difficult to access health services. Surveillance and monitoring of diseases has been
disrupted. These have affected the population and particularly children, many of whom
are dying from curable and preventable diseases. 

1.13. LRA insurgency and armed mobile pastoralists have depleted livestock and greatly
reduced food production in Kitgum and Labwor. Most people now rely on hand hoes for
crop production. This has significantly reduced the acreage under cultivation. The LRA
and cattle rustlers constantly interfere with production schedules. Armed pastoralists
deliberately uproot crops and graze their livestock on food crops growing in cultivated
plots. During attacks, granaries are burnt and food reserves are destroyed, leaving the
population without seeds for subsequent planting. 
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1.14. The possession of small arms has greatly affected the power relationships within
families. Sons with guns rarely obey their parents. The gun – especially in rural pastoral
Kotido – settles feuds and personal vendettas. Likewise, family relationships are
strained, due to constant displacements separating wives, husbands, and children. Girls
are exposed to early sexual contact as a result of poverty and displacements.

1.15. The armed groups terrorise the people of Kitgum and Labwor, who live under constant
threats from the various forces. Civilians fear, hate, and distrust the armed groups
because of the repeated atrocities inflicted upon them. They do not expect impartial
treatment from any of the groups.  

Arising from all these impacts, the following measures need to be taken:

● Establishing a sustainable and peaceful environment for settled life of the people 
in Kitgum and Kotido Districts.

● Addressing the plight of the widows, orphans, and child-headed households.
● Determining the fate of people held in camps, and the fate of those abducted, 

including children. 
● Controlling gun trafficking and access to light weapons.

For further information and copies of the full report, please contact Julia Saunders, Policy
Adviser (Conflict and Arms) at Oxfam GB, 274 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 7DZ, UK, tel. +44
(0) 1865 312253 or by email jusaunders@oxfam.org.uk.
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2. Proliferation of small arms in Kitgum and Kotido districts1

Background

2.1. The districts of the Acholi region have been plagued by armed conflict since 1986. Easy
access to small arms2 within the population became pronounced during the insurrection
by Alice Lakwena’s Holy Spirit Movement. After the collapse of the Lakwena rebellion,
its successor, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), which infiltrates the Acholi region from
Sudan, has increased access to small arms, with adverse impacts on the rural population.
The LRA’s objective appears to be the destabilisation the Ugandan state by attacking the
local population.  They avoid military confrontations. 

2.2. The Karimojong pastoralists have access to a large number of small arms from various
sources: the Uganda Army; weapons looted during the Teso rebellion; and guns coming
from Sudan, Kenya, and the Acholi region. Small arms have aggravated inter-ethnic
conflicts and cattle raids within Karamoja and the neighbouring districts. The abundance
of illegal guns in the hands of Karimojong pastoralists has encouraged them to disregard
the human rights of their neighbours with impunity during their annual seasonal
migration in search of water and pasture. The Government has responded by arming
Local Defence Units (LDUs) and Anti-Stock Theft Units in the districts that neighbour
Karamoja. Due to poor resourcing and inadequate controls, some Government-
sponsored security forces use illegitimate means – such as demanding bribes, conniving
with criminals, and participating in extortion – for personal gain.

2.3. The conflicts fuelled by small arms in north and north-eastern Uganda have resulted in
wanton loss of lives, untold suffering, destruction of property and infrastructure, abuse
of human rights, and displacement of many people. Insecurity is experienced differently
by – and has different consequences for – men, women, and children, but all sections of
society are deeply affected.  

General situation

2.4. The conflict arising from the use of small arms in Kitgum district during the last 15 years
has resulted in deaths, wanton destruction of property, internal displacements, violations
of human rights, and trauma on a very large scale. All sections of society have been
deeply affected, although insecurity is experienced differently, depending on age and
gender. Many cases of abductions, mutilations, rape, defilement,3 orphanhood and
widowhood, psychological disturbances, and denial of access to basic social services are
some of the countless experiences undergone by the population of Kitgum and Kotido
due to conflicts fought out with small arms. 

2.5. The economic impact of small arms and light weapons in the two districts are far-
reaching and cut across sectors, compounding the pre-existing conditions of cumulative
poverty and underdevelopment. Human-resource developments have been immensely
hindered, and social infrastructure (schools and health facilities among others)
destroyed or left in disrepair. The conflicts have continued to undermine the effective
exercise of civil administration and the traditional powers of elders.

1 
Comparative data on the two districts are reflected in Appendices 1 and 2.

2 
‘Small arms’ for the purpose of this report means firearms that are easily portable and orpressure-detonated.

3 
‘Defilement’ here means having sex with a minor.



2.6. The acquisition of small arms has also intensified ethnic rivalry and animosity among
the different pastoral groups within Karamoja. As a result, armed cattle raids,
indiscriminate killings and destruction of property have been common among the
warring pastoral communities. Armed pastoralists, through seasonal migration in search
for water and pasture, have extended the conflict to neighbouring communities by
rustling most of their livestock and committing all sorts of atrocities. In particular,
Kitgum and Labwor County in Kotido have been adversely affected by the Jie and
Dodoth cattle rustlers. 

Types and sources of small arms
The types of small arms that the armed groups source, acquire, and use in Kitgum and Kotido
are detailed in Table 1.

Table 1: Types of small arms used by various armed groups
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LRA ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ -

BOO-KEC ✔ ✔ - - - - - - - -

JIE ✔ ✔ - - - - - - - ✔

DODOTH ✔ ✔ - - - - - - - ✔

SOURCE OF ARMS

CALIBRE 7.62 – 38 7.62

Source: Various respondents.
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4 
The LRA and Boo-Kec (Bitter Vegetables  armed robbers) operate mainly in Kigum district, while the Jie and the Dodoth mostly 

operate in Labwor County and Eastern-Kitgum.
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2.7. The main source of small arms and ammunitions for all the armed groups is trade with
Sudan.  Community Based Service Officer in Kotido, Sambey Logira, noted:‘Towards the
Uganda-Sudan border at Karenga, there is a market for guns where an automatic rifle
fetches UG Shs 150,000 (US$100), a pistol goes for UG Shs 50,000 (US$34), and a bullet
for UG Shs 200 (US$0.1)’. In Kotido guns are exchanged for produce in times of famine.
The District Planner in Kotido stated: ‘A bag of sorghum was equivalent to one AK47
gun’. The collapse of successive regimes in Uganda since 1979 provided opportunity to
the Karimojong to access many of the small arms they now possess. Other guns are
seized during clashes among the various armed groups, including with government
forces. 

2.8. The civilian populations in Kitgum do not admit to having guns, although government
security personnel say there is a small number of illegal guns among the local
population. In Kotido, guns are mostly owned by the Karachunas (young warriors) of
the Jie and Dodoth ethnic groups. There is at least one gun per family of five among the
Jie and Dodoth pastoralists. The Ethur, Ik, Nyangiya, and Mening (who are
predominantly agricultural ethnic groups in Kotido) have reportedly no guns within
their communities.

Moroto, Regina
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“My husband tries (to go cattle raiding).
I don’t encourage it. I worry about the
fighting. In these days you can easily lose
your husband - I could lose my husband.
For me, a good husband is one who has
respect from other people, but who
doesn’t go to raid.”



3. Impact of armed attacks on the general population

Displacements

3.1. There have been internal displacements of people in Kitgum district as a result of LRA
insurgency and cattle rustlers from Jie and Dodoth in Kotido. Between 1992 and 1996
there were mainly temporary displacements, in which people sought safety in the nearby
bush at night and returned in the morning. The bush was preferred at the time because
the LRA used village paths and operated from homesteads during the night. At night,
the UPDF and other paramilitary units were known to be in their bases, making it safe
for LRA rebels to operate with impunity.

3.2. However, in January 1997 the LRA changed their mode of operation, unleashing a new
wave of terror and fear among the civilian population of Lamwo and Aruu counties. In
three days of attack, 412 people were killed, 221 wounded, 1,252 huts burnt, 823
granaries burnt, and 34 women raped. In these attacks, the use of small arms was
supplemented by cruder weapons. Some of those killed were hacked to death with
machetes and blunt objects. Several were burnt in their houses, and many hunted down
in the bush. As a result of this intensified wave of violence, people’s limited guarantee of
life and security in their homes completely vanished. Permanent camps had to be
established to absorb and settle the internally displaced persons from the sub-counties of
Padide, Lokung, Madi-Opei, Agoro, Atanga, Palabek Kal and Palabek Gem. People in the
mountainous sub-counties of Lokung and Agoro sought refuge in the hills of Lalak and
Lotuturu. Agnes Achola, (56), a health worker at Padide camp, noted: ‘We fled from
home at Potika, Lututuru, Agoro sub-county. They (the rebels) killed 39 people there.
They cut people, cut breasts, cut tongues and cut off necks of victims with machetes. The
killings were combined with burning of houses, property, and foodstuff. Families were
forced into single huts and burnt. There were 670 people who fled from Agoro.’

3.3. As a result of the armed conflict between the LRA and the UPDF, a total of 82,645 people
in Kitgum district are still in camps and have not returned to their respective homes.
Table 2 shows the composition of the permanently displaced populations in various
camps in Kitgum. 

3.4. According to Olaa, the Community Development Officer, Kitgum, life in camps breeds
‘alcoholism, promiscuity, crime, despondency, low self-esteem and dependency’.

3.5. There are no permanently displaced people in camps in east Kitgum and Labwor county
in Kotido district. However, there are temporary displacements during incursions by the
LRA and cattle rustlers, at which times people move to trading centres or settle near
military units for protection and return to their villages when the situation normalises. In
the March-April 2000 raid by the Jie, a total of 32,445 people were displaced in Agago
County (East Kitgum); while 8,312 were displaced in Labwor County. During intense
inter-ethnic raids among the pastoralists in Kotido (Jie & Dodoth), temporary refuge is
often sought in population centres. 
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Deaths/injuries 

3.6. Small arms have caused many deaths and injuries in Kitgum and Kotido. These are mainly
consequences of LRA insurgency, cattle rustling, acts of indisciplined UPDF soldiers, road
ambushes, and feuds. The LRA kill and injure to contain leakage of information from their
camp to the UPDF. Their other motive is to subdue and coerce support from the local
communities. Some indisciplined members of the UPDF have also killed and maimed
civilians. Many indiscriminate deaths and injuries are sustained during the  Karimojong
raids. An elder from Patongo sub-county lamented  ‘The moment the cattle rustlers see you,
they just shoot you’. Some of the injured find their way into hospitals and health centres.
Table 3 shows reported deaths and types of injuries from small arms sustained by various
categories of the population between 1998 and 2000.

Table 2: Internal displacement arising from the use of small arms in Kitgum District, 2000.

NAME OF CAMP POPULATION IN THE CAMP BY SEX

MALE FEMALE TOTAL

Palabek Kal 7,030 10,023 17,053

Palabek Gem 4,089 4,436 8,525

Padide 9,865 11,553 21,418

Lokung 8,035 7,871 15,506

Atanga 4,885 6,780 11,665

PotIka A 1,223 1,581 2,804

PotIka B 1,466 1,405 2,871

Agoro 1,128 1,275 2,403

TOTAL 37,271 44,924 82,645

Source: Draft District Development Plan 2001/2003.
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Julanda Atoo washing dishes outside her
‘home’ in Padibe displaced camp. The
camp, now home to 30,000, was set up
after a wave of attacks by the Lord’s
Resistance Army drove families from
their homes in surrounding villages.
Those with homes close to the camp move
out to work the land during daylight
hours, and return at night.
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Table 3: Injuries and deaths caused by small arms in Kitgum and Kotido Districts

Location Population category Cause and types of injury Year

1998 1999 2000

Kitgum Government Hospital CIVILIANS Gun —Shot- Wounds Male 46 10 43

Female 7 7 10

Children 2 1 3

Deaths from Male 0 11 15

Gun —Shot- Wounds Female 0 1 1

Children 0 2 3

Bomb-Blasts & Land Mines Male 3 5 4

Female 0 0 0

Children 0 1 4

Deaths by Male 8 7 5

Bomb-blasts  & Female 0 3 1

Land Mines Children 0 1 1   

MILITARY Gun —Shot- Wounds 144 39 54

Road Traffic Accidents 62 53 72

Bomb Blasts & Land Mines 5 6 16

Deaths in General 21 13 19

St. Joseph’s Hospital CIVILIANS Gun —Shot- Wounds Male 47 29 49

Female 4 4 2

Children 1 2 1

Deaths from Male 6 4 3

Gun —Shot- Wounds Female 0 2 1

Children 1 0 2

Bomb Blasts & Land Mines Male 10 3 7

Female 10 1 2

Children 3 2 1

Deaths by Bomb Blasts & Male 4 2 2

Land Mines Female 1 1 1

Children 2 0 1

Abim Hospital CIVILIANS Gun —Shot- Wounds Male 7 6 9

Female 1 3 6

Children 0 1 1

Deaths from Male 3 2 4

Gun —Shot- Wounds Female 0 1 1

Children 0 0 0

Bomb Blasts & Land Mines Male 0 0 0

Female 0 0 0

Children 0 0 0

Deaths by Bomb Blasts & Male 0 0 0

Land Mines Female 0 0 0

Children 0 0 0

Matany Hospital CIVILIANS Gun —Shot- Wounds Male N/A 63 142

Female N/A 8 16

Children N/A 2 3

Deaths from Male N/A 0 5

Gun —Shot- Wounds Female N/A 0 0

Children N/A 0 1

Bomb Blasts & Land Mines Male N/A 0 0

Female N/A 0 0

Children N/A 0 0

Deaths by Bomb Blasts & Male N/A 0 0

Land Mines Female N/A 0 0     

Children N/A 0 0  

Source:  Hospitals listed above
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3.7. The table reveals the following facts:

● Gun-shot wounds are the main cause of deaths and injuries (particularly among males)
in both Kitgum and Kotido. 

● Deaths due to bomb-blasts and land mines occur only in Kitgum. This can be ascribed
to LRA insurgency.

● Nearly ten times as many people are injured by gunshots than by mines/bomb blasts
(536, compared with 56 in the records of the four hospitals available for 1998-2000).

● 69 people were killed by gunshots, compared with 40 by mines/bomb blasts.

3.8. However, Table 3 does not fully reflect the picture obtaining on the ground, for the
following reasons:

● It is difficult to establish the scale of casualties among the LRA, because they carry
away their wounded and bury their dead immediately.

● It is not possible to ascertain the number of casualties among the Karimojong
pastoralists, because the dead and wounded are abandoned on the battlefield. It is,
however, estimated that on average about 50-100 people are either killed or wounded
in massive inter-ethnic cattle raids within Karamoja. 

● In Kotido, in particular, deaths in vendettas are neither reported nor investigated by
the security organs; therefore no records are available.

3.9. The following observations are important in helping to understand the nature of, and
trends in, deaths/injuries caused by small arms in Kitgum and Kotido districts:

● The deaths from small arms in Kitgum have dropped from their peak in 1997, due to
reinforced security and reduction in clashes between the UPDF, LRA, and the
communities. 

● Boo-Kec are thugs masquerading as rebels in the Kitgum area who purposely stage
road ambushes and attack homesteads for loot. They cause deaths and injuries only
when they meet resistance.

● Deaths are more frequent on LRA infiltration routes and pastoralists’ migration routes.
The parishes of Madi-Kiloc, Bobii, Panyinga, Dyangbii Paluga, and Agoro in west
Kitgum are most affected by LRA incursions, while Agago in Kitgum east and Labwor
county in Kotido are most affected by cattle rustlers.

● The deaths and injuries from cattle rustling peak in the months of May-October,
because it is traditionally the recognised period for cattle raiding.

5 
See Appendix 3 for selected cases of human-rights abuses.
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3.10. Kenneth Onekalit, (13), a Primary Year 4 pupil of Laguti School in Atanga sub-county,
was among three out of four children who sustained bullet wounds after they were
abducted by LRA rebels on 12 December 2000 at 10 p.m. at Laguti. Onekalit said he
sustained the gunshot wounds when UPDF ambushed and attacked them at Laguti at
around 2 a.m. on 13 December. His young uncle, Innocent Okello, died shortly
afterwards. Another, Dennis Odoch, was also shot in the left arm. Onekalit and Odoch
were recovering slowly in Kitgum Hospital, where they were admitted in December
2000. Onekalit recalled the incident: ‘The government troops started firing at us. The
bullet got me on the buttocks, passed through the stomach and ripped off parts of my
intestines. I fell down and cried in pain. My young uncle, Innocent Okello, with whom I
was abducted, was shot in the knee. The knee bone was shattered. He bled profusely.
The UPDF brought me together with my uncle to Lacekocot Health Centre. The
following morning, Okello died’.

Abductions and returnees

3.11. One obnoxious aspect of the LRA insurgency in Acholi and Kitgum is the abduction of 
the civilian population. The elderly and women are abducted to carry loot and are later
abandoned or killed. The young boys and girls are targeted to carry LRA booty and later
be trained as child soldiers.Young girls are assigned to LRA combatants as wives. Some
are exchanged for guns while in Sudan. According to Ochen Julius Christopher (18), an
escapee from LRA camp, ‘Kony (leader of LRA) had 36 wives from abductions by the time
I escaped in December 1997’. 

3.12. The abductees go through periods of severe difficulties. They witness violence, brutal
killings, torture, bombardment, rape, defilement, and forced marriages. Young children
experience great physical and emotional stress due to pressures they undergo in
captivity. Otim Francisco Ray (17), an escapee, stated: ‘We were forced to kill using axes
to save our lives. If you obeyed all the orders, you are initiated into the LRA with holy
water to drink. This ritual is repeated every two weeks until you are confirmed into their
army.’

3.13. The LRA concentrate on abducting children for the following reasons: 

● Adults are no longer willing to join and support their cause.
● Children are easily indoctrinated and brainwashed through terror and brutality. For

instance, they are caned 50 strokes and others are killed in front of them to instil fear
and enforce compliance and total loyalty. 

● Children are easily accessible in large numbers as they travel to and from school and 
in school. 

● Children are more reliable. They rarely escape, because of the blind loyalty inculcated
into them, and because they cannot easily retrace routes to their homes.
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Tables 4 (a) and 4 (b)  show the reported number of civilians abducted by LRA between 1990 
and 2000, per age and sex, in Kitgum District. 

Table 4(a): Children below 18 years abducted between 1990-2000 in Kitgum District

ABDUCTEES BY SEX

MALE FEMALE TOTAL

No % No % No %

Not returned 1,526 41.7 527 41.5 2,053 41.6

Returned 2,134 58.3 704 58.5 2,838 58.4

TOTAL 3,660 100 1,271 100 4,931 100

Table 4(b): Adults abducted between 1990-2000 in Kitgum District

ABDUCTEES BY SEX

MALE FEMALE TOTAL

No % No % No %

Not returned 2,430 43.1 254 21.1 2,684 39.2

Returned 3,208 56.9 949 78.9 4,157 60.8

TOTAL 5,638 100 1,203 100 6,841 100

Source: Leaders of Agoro Clan.

3.13. The following observations can be deduced from the two tables: 

● Slightly more adults (60.8 per cent) compared with children (58.4 per cent) returned
from LRA captivity during the period under review.

● An almost equal proportion of male and female children returned or are still in
captivity.

● Among the adults, relatively more females (78.9 per cent) compared with males (56.9
per cent) returned from LRA captivity. 

3.14. The Jie and Dodoth mostly abduct girls and boys from eastern Kitgum and Labwor
County. Some of the girls are taken as housewives, while others are raped, defiled, and
abandoned. Men and boys have been abducted and sacrificed in rituals. Between March
and May 2000, one male teacher was abducted from Adilang sub-county in Kitgum and
taken to Kulodwong, where he was sacrificed by having his stomach split open, his head
and private parts cut off, and his intestines hung on a tree.  A similar fate met two
students on holiday in Alerek sub-county in Labwor County. Records on abductions by
the Jie and Dodoth warriors are scanty or not available.
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3.15. Although the returnees are generally known to be hardworking, they face a myriad of
problems in their attempt to reintegrate into the communities. Among others these
include the following:    

● Recovering from the traumas they have undergone.

● Gaining acceptance by their families and community.

● Coping with provocation from unsympathetic peers and individuals.

● Being rendered invalids while in captivity.

● Constraints arising from poverty and lack of life skills.

3.16. Ayoo Jennifer (15), who now heads a family of eight orphans, tearfully narrated her
abduction in 1996 and her life in LRA captivity: ‘I was among six girls sleeping in a hut
when we heard a bang on our door, and before we knew it, rebels attacked us. We were tied by
ropes and ordered to move into the rebel group. At that time I was only 10 years old and in P.2 at
a School in Madi-Opei. The rebels meandered with us towards Kitgum Matidi, where UPDF
attacked us. We were made to run back to Lokung Center, from where we continued to Sudan. I
was really very tired but remembered that whenever you complained that you were tired, you
would be killed. So I persevered. I thought of escaping, but I was tied to others. We were not
supposed to drink or eat anything without permission from the rebels.

All the girls we were abducted with were distributed to rebels as wives, except myself, because I
was still young. While in Sudan, we were trained how to strip and assemble guns. We were often
escorted to Uganda to loot food. Captives who failed to return with sufficient loot were caned 50
strokes. During one of the incursions, I was forced to kill an old man using a log. It was
traumatising and painful to me. Two of my colleagues were killed because they did not obey LRA
command.

When I escaped from LRA in 1999, I found that both my parents had been killed. I am now the
head of the family. I find it very difficult to manage a family of eight. I cannot dig, because of
chronic chest pains I developed due to severe beatings and the heavy loads I carried during
captivity. The relief food I receive from the camp is inadequate and irregular.’
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Other violations of human rights

3.17. Other human-rights violations have occurred in Kitgum and Kotido districts as a result
of possession of small arms. They involve extra-judicial killings, confinement, rape and
defilement, forced marriages, armed robberies, torture, burning of houses and granaries,
harvesting of crops, and looting of property. All the armed groups (LRA, UPDF,
Vigilantees, LDUs, Boo-Kec, Jie and Dodoth pastoralists among others) have in one way
or another committed human-rights violations against the population, as demonstrated
by some of the cases below.5

● In 1998 most schools built with grass were burned, and LRA rebels destroyed scholastic
materials in Agago County. The rebels also attacked Catholic Mission at Patongo
burning a tractor and looting solar panels and a radio communication system. About
15 children were abducted and between 20-30 people were killed by LRA rebels.

● In June 1999, UPDF took away six women, including an elderly lady, and raped the
women at Paloga Trading Centre. The following morning, the same soldiers killed 30
children who were abducted by LRA and were returning home at Oriibung parish in
Madi-Opei sub-county.

● On 9 November 2000, Boo-Kec attacked Yuaya parish in Lamwo County, killing one
person in Bobii parish. They captured two children and looted unspecified quantities
of maize flour meant for distribution at Padide camp.

● In February-April 2000, the Jie pastoralists killed 80 people, looted animals and
property, burned homes, destroyed fields of crops, and sodomised one person in
Agago County. A woman was raped by eight armed Jie pastoralists, and another raped
the whole night before she was left to her fate. Elders from Patongo mourned: ‘Rape is
deliberate. What they do is an act of total humiliation to people. We do not understand
their motives.’

● In 1990 the LRA attacked Abim sub-county, burned houses and granaries, looted drugs
from Abim hospital, and abducted 38 students from Abim Secondary School and
several civilians. In 1998 they also attacked Morulem dispensary, looted drugs, and
abducted three nurses and unspecified number of civilians.

● In Labwor County, armed Jie and Dodoth pastoralists allow their animals to graze in
cultivated plots, and they rustle livestock, loot food, defile girls and rape women,
waylay pedestrians and motorists, and abduct girls and boys upon return from their
seasonal migration.

3.18. The civilian communities in the conflict areas have limited recourse in the event of
human-rights violations, because the perpetuators are armed. They find themselves in a
state of helplessness, since neither the army, the LRA, Boo-Kec, or the Karimojong
warriors protect them. In fact, law-enforcement officers are reluctant to arrest and take
warriors to courts of law for fear of reprisals, thereby allowing them to settle conflicts in
their own way.
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4. Impact on vulnerable groups

Children

4.1. Children have been the most affected by the proliferation of small arms. In addition to
those who have been abducted, many children have been denied their right to enjoy a
good early-childhood development environment in which they are given a basic
education, access to health and recreational facilities, and good nutrition. In LRA attacks
and cattle raids, children have been killed or injured in crossfire or burnt in houses.
Those who survive are exposed to all forms of child abuse, hunger, and starvation. They
also suffer trauma by witnessing human-rights violations committed with small arms.
Orphaned children become more vulnerable to poverty and are forced to begin early
child labour or are obliged to become heads of households at a young age. Anna Regina
DIko, the District planner, had the following to say about the plight of orphans in Jie and
Dodoth: ‘The orphans are forced to become shepherds under difficult circumstances. During
raids, the raiders tie them to trees. Some are forced by raiders to drive the raided cattle for long
distances and later abandoned. Some get lost and others are killed.’

4.2. Grace Achayo, now turned 19 years, was abducted by LRA rebels on 10 October 1995 in
Padide.  Her testimony contains all the ingredients of human-rights abuse suffered by
children as a result of the use of small arms:

4.3. ‘We were sleeping in the house. The rebels came at around midnight. They kicked the
door open and flashed their torch. We woke up. They told us to get out. We were
shocked and in a state of fear. We could not get up. They started beating us. Some were
kicking us. Others were dragging us. They dragged us outside. I was in the house with
my sister.  My sister Sabina (12) and I (14) were abducted and taken to Sudan. My
mother was badly beaten. In our area they abducted 12 people: two girls, a woman, and
nine boys. We were all forced to carry heavy luggage of looted food up to Adjumani,
where the woman was left. The rebels had debated whether to kill her or not.

4.4. We continued carrying heavy loads of looted food items. Our feet were swollen.
Children between 8 and 11 years who could not walk were killed along the way. Even
the older ones who could no longer walk were killed. The rebels entrapped the
abductees by asking whether they wanted to rest. If one answered ‘yes’ unknowingly,
they would direct their fellow rebels to ‘take you to rest’ - a euphemism for killing you.
They would kill you by the wayside or under a tree by beating you with a big stick at the
back of the neck or cut you with a machete or use a bayonet to pierce you. The rebels
said we were spies of government and that if we escaped we would tell the government
their whereabouts and activities.

4.5. We passed through thickets, thorns, and stony paths. The stones entered our feet, thorns
pierced the feet and stuck on the legs, the elephant grass pierced the body and legs. The
rebels walked with us very fast or ran whenever they sensed that government troops
were pursuing them. Any break in the line while walking or running is interpreted as an
attempt to escape, and you would be killed. We came to a place called Lobainjo, about 20
miles Northwest of Kitgum. There, we found a bigger rebel group and their commander.
We were now about 140 girls from different areas in Kitgum. There were more boys
abducted than girls. The rebels were now 400 in total, carrying sub-machine guns,
mortars, RPGs, SPG, AK47, and short-range rocket launchers (B 10, B 12).
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4.6. When we entered the defence of the Arabs in Sudan, the Arabs transported us in a
vehicle. In Sudan, I was given to a man aged 48 years. The man had ten wives, and I
became the eleventh. I had to accept whatever the man wanted me to do. If I had
refused, he would have reported me to Kony, where I would have been beaten and
probably killed in the presence of other girls to send signals to them not to refuse men
given to them. I saw an Aboke girl, Lakot, killed because she refused to have anything to
do with the commander she was given, one captain Onen.

4.7. It was very painful to me to accept the 48-year-old man because I had never known a
man. At first I refused him.  He then beat me and pierced me with a knife until I
submitted.  I stayed with him for two years and nine months. He would order me to
cook within unrealistic deadlines. Whenever I failed to meet the deadlines, the
punishment was ‘to drink ten litres of water or eat all the food or both’. I would eat
while vomiting, as he beat me up. He was as well rough in bed. He said that they were
not supposed to be soft to civilians, because civilians would learn all about them. They
had to be tough, rough and beat women so that the women would fear them and not be
bold or assertive. The man had syphilis, and I contracted the disease. I only got
treatment after I returned to Uganda.

4.8. While in Sudan, we were trained to become soldiers. We were sent to fight the Uganda
government soldiers on 28 August 1999. We entered the country from Atiak. When I
reached Pabbo, I became aware of the presence of government troops. We had reached
the main Gulu-Juba road when government soldiers started shelling our positions.  We
all scattered and I escaped. I went to a Mzee’s (Elder’s) place who took me to the UPDF
at Pabo. I was then taken to Gulu barracks (UPDF barracks) and then to the World Vision
Centre in Gulu. I was admitted in Lacor Hospital, where I spent three months under
treatment for syphilis. I am back in School now, and the World Vision now pays my
school fees at Anyadwee Queen College.”

Women and men

4.9. The majority of the women in Kitgum and Kotido do not carry guns, and they have
limited opportunity for income-generating activities. In Kitgum and Labwor County,
women suffer heavily when they lose their husbands and relatives from LRA
insurgencies and cattle rustling, because they have to provide for their children/grand-
children, orphans, and extended families. Women who conduct petty businesses to earn
income for their families often fall victims to LRA rebels, cattle rustlers, thugs, and
undisciplined government soldiers, to whom they have to hand over their hard-earned
cash. Sometimes they lose their lives in the process.

4.10. The role of women of all ages in providing for and seeking safety for children has
exposed them to all sorts of sexual abuse (rape, defilement, and indecent assault among
others) and sexually transmitted infections (including HIV/AIDS, syphilis, and
gonorrhea). Many women are shot in crossfire and burned in the huts during cattle raids.
Women bear the brunt of poverty that ensues after cattle raids and LRA invasion.
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4.11. In Jie and Dodoth, many women are neglected by their polygamous men when the
family loses livestock in raids. Loss of animals has a very negative impact on pastoral
women, because they depend mainly on milk and blood for survival. It is important to
mention that there are no widows in the Karimojong pastoral setting, because of their
society’s strong adherence to levirite practices (whereby a brother of a deceased man
inherits responsibility for the widow).

4.12. Betty Abuk (22) of Madi Opei Sub-county said: ‘In February 1997, LRA attacked our
village and we were displaced to the hills. We had nothing to eat. We ate roots, wild
yams, and small fruits. Some people died. Eight children died of hunger. We stayed for
five months without coming down from the hills. On 18 June 1997, 48  men went down
stealthily to get food. Rebels cut all of them to death with machetes, and their bodies
were dumped together in a heap. After waiting for them for two days, seven women and
eight girls went down to check. Only two elderly women returned. The rest of the
women and girls have never been seen. I survived abduction because I remained in the
hills.’

4.13. Though usually discounted from most definitions of vulnerable groups, the impact of the
conflict on men should not be overlooked.  The overwhelming violence of the robbers,
raiders, and rebels makes a mockery of the ordinary man’s culturally construed
obligation to protect his family and home. The resulting feelings of failure, humiliation,
and rage are compounded by the loss of status symbols (such as cattle) and the
experience of dependency while living in IDP/refugee camps.

Young people and elderly people

4.14. Due to the civil strife arising from the widespread presence of small arms in Kitgum and
Kotido, economic and development activities have been greatly constrained. The youth
are often unemployed, idle, and unable to realise their ambitions. Many become involved
in petty crimes or turn to alcohol. In the case of girls, they are exposed to early
pregnancies, early marriages, and sexually transmitted infections (STI), with dire
consequences to their generation. The youth who own guns have lost traditional respect
for elders. There have been several incidences in Jie and Dodoth where youths have
killed members of their community, including their immediate families, because of
disagreements especially over marriage6 and the sharing of raided cattle.  

4.15. The elders are thoroughly impoverished as a consequence of the indiscriminate use 
of small arms. They see their hard-earned life savings, in the form of livestock, granaries,
houses and other property, vanish in thin air overnight through the activities of LRA,
UPDF, cattle rustlers, and recently, the Boo-Kec. They have lost sons and daughters
through abductions and killings. Some have had to raise grandchildren without 
resources. Others were so traumatised that they lost the will to live and committed 
suicide. In some cases, those too weak or too disabled to leave the villages are 
abandoned and starve to death. 
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Lorochom, an elder, reflected on the
changes. “When I was initiated, we were
fighting with the Bokora and Jie. Fighting
then was fair. You would fight for one
month with spears, then you would not
fight again for one or two years. Now it is
constant and many die. In those days the
elders would meet and say ‘Look, we
people are getting finished. But these days

the elders are not listened to. The young,
the herders, have stupefied the institution
of the elders. They are our sons. But when
they have nothing to eat, we elders have
nothing to give them. That’s why the
relationship is not working: when you
have nothing to give them, you have no
control over them. the women don’t fight,
or the elders. It is the youth.”

6 
The disagreement often centres on sharing bride price and determining the number of animals for bride price.
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5. Impact on the social sector

5.1. Small arms have made  Kitgum and Kotido two of the most insecure places in Uganda.
This has rendered the delivery of social services dangerous and difficult. In Kotido, most
development initiatives have stagnated or are performing at their lowest capacities
because of insecurity caused by road thugs. Service providers have always to be escorted
during the execution of their duties, which creates an additional financial burden usually
not budgeted for. Diko, the District Planner Kotido, remarked: ‘When one is for instance
travelling out of Jie County to Kaabong in Dodoth County, one has to carry armed
escorts’. She added: ‘Within Jie, there is no insecurity, but to move to the next county of
Dodoth, one has to budget for escorts. This situation applies to everyone: Government,
NGOs, and individuals. Even if you are carrying armed personnel, you may still be
attacked and killed.’ Some incidences of road ambushes limiting service delivery by
Government and NGOs are cited in Appendix 3.

5.1. In Kitgum, frequent road ambushes by LRA and Boo-Kec fighters have greatly hampered
service delivery. Because of the LRA insurgency and Boo-Kec terrorism, services are
confined to areas within a radius of between 2 and 5 km from the trading centres where
these facilities are located. Persistent insecurity due to the proliferation of small arms in
Kitgum has frustrated development efforts and interfered with the implementation of
district programmes. Over the years, it has interrupted schedules of planned activities in
different sectors. Table 5 demonstrates the impact of insecurity on planned sectoral
targets achieved in Kitgum during 2000. 

Table 5: Impact of small Arms on social-services delivery in Kitgum District, 2000

SERVICES % ACHIEVED OF TARGET

Veterinary 30%

Fisheries 60%

Co-operatives Low

Agriculture 50%

Entomology 40%

Health & Environmen 50%

Road & Housing 60%

Water supply 85%

Education (primary),

Welfare & Mass

Mobilisation 68%

Source: Draft District Development Plan 2001/2003
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5.2. Kitgum District has not been meeting its development  plans over the years,
for several reasons:

● Many projects were abandoned in the villages when people were forced into camps by
the prevailing insecurity.

● Camps have limited land for expansion and development.

● High-calibre personnel are difficult to recruit.

● Insufficient funds are available for implementing development projects.

Education

5.3. Education in Kitgum rural areas has been interrupted due to insecurity caused by the
widespread proliferation of small arms. The relocation of the rural population into
permanent camps saw the closure of many rural schools. These schools were
amalgamated within the camps into what has come to be known as ‘displaced schools’,
catering for the displaced children and staffed by displaced teachers. Because of
overcrowding in these schools, basic facilities are inadequate and inappropriate. Armed
groups occasionally threaten teachers, making it difficult for them to perform their duties
effectively. Most parents are so impoverished that they can hardly  pay school fees or
buy the required scholastic equipment for their children. In areas where there are no
permanent camps, like Kitgum east and Labwor County, schools are closed when
communities move to trading centres for refuge during attacks by LRA and cattle
rustlers. They reopen only when the situation ‘normalises’.

5.4. The primary-school dropout rate in Kitgum is quite high and currently stands at 35 per
cent. It is exceedingly high among girls. According to the Kitgum Community
Development Officer, Ambrose Olaa,  ‘For every 100 girls who enroll in P.1, only about
six complete P.7’. Dr Theresia Pellio, the Medical Superintendent St. Joseph’s Hospital,
attributes this to early pregnancies arising from girls’ desire to escape the harsh
conditions of life caused by the prolonged armed conflict. There is also a general cultural
bias against educating girl children. Table 6, which examines the enrolment and
completion levels of boys and girls in a sampled primary school (Kitgum Public Primary
School), corroborates these observations. 

7 
Kitgum Public Primary School is an urban school. The situation in the camp and rural schools may be worse, given the 

conditions that prevail there.
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Table 6: Enrolment in Kitgum Public Primary School 7 1998-2000

YEAR CLASS

Sex P.1 P.2 P.3 P.4 P.5 P.6 P.7

1998 Female 187 178 195 228 155 154 52

Male 179 160 185 230 165 157 112

1999 Female 207 170 212 195 177 183 84

Male 215 191 193 187 187 174 110

2000 Female

+ Male 482 336 461 451 436 326 218

Female 104

Male 114

Source: Kitgum Public Primary School.

5.5. Note the following from the table:

● The dropout levels for girls are generally higher than for boys.

● The completion levels are very low when compared with enrolment levels, 
regardless of sex.

5.6. The Karimojong pastoral communities have laid more emphasis on informal education
than on formal schooling for their children. The boys are taught how to herd and protect
their livestock. The girls are taught how to cater for the home and family. Formal
education has been considered unattractive and disruptive. Successive governments
have not been successful in reversing this cultural bias. The traditional culture is still
maintained, but now the boys are also trained to handle guns and use them to protect
their livestock and to raid. This has maintained the poor enrolment rates in schools. The
possession of guns, however, has had an impact on education in different ways: 

● School attendance is irregular because of the frequent inter-ethnic cattle raids.

● The school retention and completion rates are low, especially for girls, because
educated girls do not fetch a high bride price. The Kotido District Director of Education
and Sports, Ongwen Ogwal, had this to say: ‘Our enrolment is very big in the lower
primary, thereafter it starts dropping. In Kotido District the enrolment for P.1 to P.3 in
2000 was 44,000 while that for P.4 to P.7 was only 13,825.’

● Teachers and local authorities cannot enforce discipline because of the 
possession of the gun.

● School funds and teachers’ salaries are often robbed in transit.

● Staffing levels cannot be maintained because of insecurity. 
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5.7. In Labwor County, education has been greatly affected by gun-toting warriors from Jie
and Dodoth during seasonal migration. Schools are occasionally displaced, looted, and
burned down.  School development projects have frequently been interrupted by the
threatening presence of cattle rustling warriors.  

Health

5.8. Insecurity caused by small arms has had a profoundly adverse effect on health-service
delivery in Kitgum District. The LRA target hospitals and health units to obtain drugs
and trained medical personnel. Some health personnel have been abducted for
recruitment into the LRA field medical services. The insecure environment created by the
various armed groups, including the Jie and Dodoth cattle rustlers, has made it difficult
to access health services. It has disrupted surveillance and monitoring of diseases, as
well as organisation and delivery of health care. These have affected the population,
particularly children, who are dying from curable and preventable diseases. Tables 7 (a)
and 7 (b) show that malaria, diarrhea, pneumonia, and acute respiratory tract infection
(ARTI) are the major curable diseases from which people now suffer and die, due to
insecurity. Measles, which is a preventable disease, still persists in the population.  There
is also the presence of acute and mild malnutrition (marasmus, marasmic kwashiorkor,
and kwashiorkor) among the children affected by the LRA incursions and cattle raiders.

Table 7(a): Diseases in children under 5 for the years 1998-2000

DISEASES YEARS

1998 1999 2000

HOSPITAL HOSPITAL HOSPITAL

St. Joseph’s St. Joseph’s St. Joseph’s Kitgum Abim

Kitgum Kitgum Kitgum Gov’t.

Malaria 1,590 1,888 1,762 2,135 4,968

Diarrhoea 206 624 412 + 2,288

Pneumonia 492 316 218 + 735

ARTI 152 483 316 +751 N/A

Measles 13 18119 100 N/A

Marasmus 368 217 169 + +

Marasmic

Kwashiorkor 10 16 7 + +

Kwashiorkor 232 64 68 +412 +82

Others N/A N/A N/A 915 N/A

Source: Hospitals mentioned in table.
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Table 7(b): Morbidity among the population in Kotido District during the year 2000

DISEASE MONTH

Jan Feb Ma Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

ARI 279 526 874 401 620 564 820 419 99 123 N/A N/A

Anaemia 36 124 114 19 93 46 90 72 187 40 N/A N/A

Diarr. 506 309 554 223 322 391 477 217 340 115 N/A N/A

Malaria 1,117 788 1,055 509 1,333 1,433 1,921 831 1,340 570 N/A N/A

Measles 99 109 174 47 40 74 50 19 10 4 N/A N/A

Protein/
Energy
Malnutrition 12 61 106 12 4 27 59 79 41 29 N/A N/A

Source: District Director Health Services Kotido

5.9. The overcrowding, coupled with poor sanitary conditions, has created health hazards in
the camps, straining the existing meagre health facilities. Children are easy prey to
communicable diseases like measles, cholera, and respiratory-tract infections. The
environment at the camps is conducive to the outbreak of epidemics. In 2000, for
instance, there were outbreaks of measles, cholera, and dysentery in nearly all the camps
in Kitgum.

5.10. Vaccination programmes have been interrupted by the presence of armed groups, hence
the prevalence of measles in the communities. Martin Oboke, the Clinical Officer in
charge of Patongo Health Centre, lamented the state of vaccination programmes in
Kitgum district: ‘I am not satisfied with the immunisation programmes at all. The
programme is not effective, because of the insurgency. Outreach posts have closed. The
health unit serves only nearby places like Patongo trading centre and the catchment area
of about two miles radius.’

5.11. In Labwor, hospitals and health centres have become refuges for the temporarily
displaced. ‘While there, people break bulbs, destroy and steal hospital properties’,
observed a community leader in Abim. During inter-ethnic cattle raids among the
pastoralists, the hospital facilities in Karamoja are overstretched. Paul Owiny, the Clinical
Officer Kotido Health Centre, pointed out, ‘Whenever there is a raid, there are usually
many casualties, which overwhelm the hospitals of Abim, Kaabong and Matany. The few
doctors have to work around the clock to attend to all the injured. In raids, between 50-
100 men are usually wounded from the average of between 150-300 people who go to
raid.’  At the peak of raids within Karamoja, health workers desert the rural health units
because they fear attack by the warriors.  Insecurity has also limited referrals from rural
health centres to the main hospitals and dispensaries. 
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Conflict and displacement create poverty
and social decomposition, conditions in
which AIDS can spread rapidly. Helda’s
husband Olal died after developing AIDS
in 1997, and Helda too is sickening. “I’ve
been in hospital for two weeks with TB. I
wanted a daughter (Regina, Helda’s only
daughter, was sitting nearby.) I like her.
She’s good to me, and she works hard at
school, and does well. I’m only sorry I
have to leave her.”
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6. Other impacts

Food  supplies

6.1. As a result of LRA insurgency and the activities of armed mobile pastoralists, the
production of livestock and food has greatly been reduced. Livestock used in animal
traction for food production has greatly been depleted in Kitgum and Labwor. Most
people now rely on hand-hoes for crop production. This has significantly reduced the
acreage under cultivation. Similarly, the LRA and cattle rustlers constantly interfere with
production schedules as people are displaced and confined within limited use of land. In
many cases, the pastoralists deliberately uproot crops and graze their livestock on food
crops growing in cultivated plots. Esther Luk observes: ‘ Their (Jie) cattle eat all the
cassava and the potato leaves; no one should complain, or else he or she would be shot.’

6.2. During attacks by the various armed groups, granaries are burned and food reserves 
are destroyed, leaving the population without seeds for subsequent planting. The people
have to rely on relief organisations for food and seeds, of which the supply is often
inadequate and irregular. According to Oscar Ogwang, the LC1 Chairman in Kiru, 
‘Even with relief food we sometimes get, the armed groups waylay the vehicles and
disrupt the distribution’.   

The balance of power

6.3. The possession of small arms has greatly affected the power relationships within families
and communities, and between the armed groups and communities. 
Within families and communities, the following conditions prevail:

● Sons with guns rarely obey their parents. Feuds and personal vendettas are settled by
the gun, especially in rural pastoral Kotido. The presence of guns within the family
creates an atmosphere of fear among family members, regardless who possesses them.

● Family relationships are strained by constant displacements separating wives,
husbands, and children. Girls are more vulnerable to early sexual experiences as a
result of poverty and displacement caused by the armed groups.

6.4. In terms of the relationship between the community and the armed groups, 
the following holds:

● The presence of the small arms is terrorising the people of Kitgum and Labwor, who
live under constant threats from the various armed groups—the Jie, Dodoth, Boo-Kec,
and Government security forces. They live in a state of ‘no war, no peace’.

● Civilian communities fear, hate, and distrust the armed groups because of the
repeated atrocities inflicted upon them: massacres, rapes and defilement, abductions,
arson, forced internment, and forced marriages, among others. They do not expect
impartial treatment from any of the groups. Commenting on the relationship,
Ventorina Olwoch said: ‘We cannot take the rebels to court. Neither can we take
government soldiers or Jie warriors to court.’ 
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Helda Atoo adding the finishing touches
to a small clay pot outside her home on
the outskirts of Kitgum town. Helda sells
the pots at Kitgum market.

Like amy families, Helda’s has been forced
off  their farm and into the town by the
activists of the Lords Resistance Army,
the rebel group based in Sudan.

“What we miss most because of the rebels
is land,” Helda pointed out. “And
becausewe miss land, we miss food. We
have famine and disease... Keeping
children is difficult here. In town we have
to buy everything... The land is there, but
we can’t go back.’



Conflict’s Children: the human cost of small arms in Kitgum and Kotido, Uganda

34

7. Conclusion

7.1. Small arms have played a major role in creating the devastating poverty and misery
experienced by the majority of the civilian population in Kitgum and Kotido districts.
The armed groups in these areas have continued to commit atrocities and violate human
rights with impunity: they are guilty of destroying lives and property, rape and
defilement, abductions, physical damage, displacements, and arson. Despite this, there is
stoic resilience which helps civilians to cope with day to day survival activities. Angello
Lodaga (56), a Catechist at Padide camp, summed it up: ‘No one thinks about us. We
scratch a living by day. Even God seems to have fogotten about us.’

7.2. The proliferation of small arms presents are the following major challenges:  

● To control gun trafficking and access to small arms and light weapons.

● To establish a sustainable and peaceful environment for the people in Kitgum 
and Kotido Districts.

● To address the plight of the widows, orphans, and child-headed households.

● To determine the future of people in camps and the fate of those abducted, 
including children. 

7.2. The people affected by armed conflict in both Kitgum and Kotido districts interviewed
for this report frequently expressed the view that they have lost faith in the
government’s ability to respond to their plight. For the last fifteen years, the government
has failed to contain the LRA insurgency effectively.  Similarly, the unchecked possession
of guns by the Karimojong has created mistrust between the victims of cattle rustling
and the government, and animosity between the victims and armed Karimojong
pastoralists. To break the current pattern of violence, both the government and civil
society should promote peaceful co-existence between Karimojongs and the people of the
neighbouring districts. The military approach to disarmament in Karamoja should be
reconsidered.  Disarmament of the Karimojongs should be treated as part of a wider plan
for regional disarmament under the auspices of Inter-Governmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) and the Organisation of African Unity (OAU).   
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Appendix 1

Selected information on Kotido and Kitgum Districts

KOTIDO DISTRICT KITGUM DISTRICT

GENERAL

Area (Sq.km) 13,208 16,136

Population 242,000 499,100

Male 115,800 244,400

Female 126,200 254,700

Density 19 31

Ethnic Groups Jie and Dodoth (mainly pastoralists) Luo (peasant farmers)

Ethur, Nyangia, Ik (Teuso), and Mening

(mainly cultivators). Luo (peasant farmers)

Estimated Number of Guns 35,000 150

ADMINISTRATION

Counties (3) Jie, Labwor, Dodoth (4) Agago, Aruu, Lamwo, Chua

Sub-counties 19 26

Parishes 52 117

LAND USE

Arable (Ha) 805,000 1,246,800

Under Cultivation (Ha) 57,226 162,085

Forest (Ha) 232,400 77,712

Rainfall (mm) 650-1,250 1,000-1,500

LIVESTOCK

Cattle (Estimated 1999-2000) 430,000 3,276

Goats (1999-2000) 150,000 30,065

Sheep (1999-2000) 200,000 6,700

Pigs (1999-2000) 5,300 6,729

Poultry (1999-2000) 110,000 1,648,300

EDUCATION

Primary Schools 83 299

Secondary Schools 3 24

Technical Schools 1 2

T.T.Cs. 1 2

HEALTH

Hospitals (2) Abim, Kaabong (2)  Kitgum Government, St. Joseph,

Kalongo,   Health Units 23 30

ECONOMY

Activities Livestock rearing, crop production, petty Crop production, livestock rearing,

trading, charcoal burning,brick making, charcoal burning, brick making,

grain milling, alluvial gold mining, tourism brewing, grain milling, apiary, trading,

black smithing, metal works.

Small Scale Industries Grain milling, brick making, furniture Grain milling, cotton ginning,

works and bee keeping carpentry, garment manufacture

AGRICULTURE

Food Crops Sorghum, millet, maize, groundnuts, Millet, simsim, rice, maize, beans,

simsim, sunflower, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, sunflower, sweet potatoes,

cowpeas, cassava, beans, fruits, vegetables cassava, vegetables.

Cash Crops Livestock, cotton Cotton, tobacco

Source: Planning Offices in Kotido and Kitgum districts.
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Appendix 2

Selected socio-economic indicators for Kotido and Kitgum Districts

INDICATORS KOTIDO KITGUM UGANDA
GENERAL
Illiteracy rate (% of pop age 15+) 78 60.7 38.2
Life expectancy at birth (years) 42.2 41.3 40.5
Fertility rate (births per woman) 7.9 6.8 6.9

EDUCATION
Gross enrol. Ratio, prim (%schl age pop) 24 64 91
Gross enrol. Ratio, sec (% schl age pop) 1 10 13
Pupil-teacher ratio, primary 54.0 65 88.6
Pupil-teacher ratio, secondary 21.0 45 19.2
Dropout rates % (prim. & sec. school)⁄ 88.0 55 40.0

HEALTH
Infant mortality rate (per thou. Live births) 145 166 97
Under-5 mortality rate (per thous. live births) 246 279 203
Maternal mortal. rate (per 100,000 live births) 650 700 506
Population per physician 26,033 36,008 18,6000
Population per nurse 5,207 7,000
Population per hospital bed 1,200 380
Pop. 0.5km radius of health unit (%of pop.) 10 8.9
Latrine coverage (% of pop) 6.3 20 47.6 

WATER AND SANITATION
Access to safe water (% of population) 38 45 26.4
Bore-hole usage (pop. per operational B/hole) 1:700 1:575 1:300
Temporary dwelling units (% of pop.) 97 90 58.6

Source: Planning Offices in Kotido and Kitgum districts.
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Appendix 3

Selected testimonies on violations of human rights by LRA, Boo-Kec, UPDF, and cattle rustlers

(A) Incidences of human-rights violations:

● Between 3–9 January 1997, LRA attacked Lamwo in Aruu County. 412 people killed
412, 860 wounded and 1,062 huts burnt.

● In January 1997, LRA attacked Sitobo village. 12 people were killed, four injured, and
all the houses were burnt.

● In 1997, LRA ambushed an Oxfam vehicle along Acholibur-Dure road. The driver was
abducted and released after three days. The vehicle was destroyed from the driver’s
side with RPG. The property in the car was looted.

● In March 1997, LRA abducted 40 people (three pupils of Pajule Lajany Primary School
and 37 villagers) from Pajule. Two pupils, two LRA soldiers, and six girls out of the 12
females abducted later died at Ajulu.. 

● In July 1998, LRA looted property and abducted 40 girls from Kalongo Secondary
School. They also destroyed Akwang Primary School in Paimol. 

● In October 1999, LRA attacked Luzira village in Patongo sub-county. Four people 
were killed, unspecified numbers of houses and granaries burnt, and many people 
were displaced. 

● In February 2000, LRA attacked Padide Camp. 12 people were killed, five injured, and
800 houses burnt. 

● On 14 June 2000 LRA attacked Palabek Gem Camp, killed one person and burnt 87
huts.

● In October 2000, LRA ambushed a convoy of vehicles along Karuma-Pakwach road. Six
vehicles were burnt. As the LRA were being pursued by UPDF, ten abductees
drowned while attempting to cross River Nile.

● In October 2000, LRA ambushed a World Vision Field Worker along the Kitgum-
Acholibur road. The Field Worker escaped, but his motorcycle was burnt.

● In October 2000, LRA attacked UPDF barracks at Minakulu. They captured four 
women and four UPDF men. A woman captive tried to escape and was shot dead. 

● On 9 November 2000, Boo-Kec attacked Yuaya Parish in Lamwo County. 
One person was killed in Bobii parish, two children abducted, and an unspecified 
number of people beaten.

● In March 2000, a policeman shot a male civilian dead.
● On 26 December 2000, a soldier in Kitgum shot a fellow soldier dead. On the same day,

a soldier sprayed bullets on civilian women at Ngomoromo before shooting himself
dead.

● In 1999, the Jie attacked several villages in Labwor County, killing eight people,
burning houses and looting household property.

● In May 1999, a Jie warrior killed a teacher in Kopoth Primary School in Dodoth County.
In October 2000, armed warriors threatened to kill three teachers of Kosolo Primary
School.

● In August 2000, Jie warriors ambushed and shot a relief vehicle belonging to ADRA
(Adventist Relief Development Agency) at Chamkok along Abim-Kotido road. The
driver was wounded.
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Appendix 4

Questionnaire on the impact of small arms on the population in Kitgum and Kotido Districts,
January 2001

SET NO.1 CATEGORY OF RESPONDENTS.

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:
What areas are under your jurisdiction? 
What are your responsibilities:

Small Arms and Human Development/Rights.

Qn.1.1 What do you estimate was the total number of deaths over the last one year in 
your area? ………………………………..

Of these deaths, how many do you estimate were caused by small arms? 
……………………………….. (Calculate the proportion)

1.1(a) Of those killed by small arms, how many were:

Types of causalities: Estimated Number   
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

CIVILIANS

Male

Female

Children:Boys

: Girls

Elderly

COMBATANTS

UPDF

LRA

Cattle Rustlers

Others (Specify).

1.1(b) Has there been a decrease or increase in the number of deaths from small arms?
How much Increase/Decrease? ……………………………………………………….
(Calculate absolute and proportionate numbers)

1.1(c) What do you think has caused the increase/decrease?
………………………………………………………
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1.1(d) Where are deaths due to small arms most rampant in your area? 
…………………………………………………………………………

1.1(e) Why do you think deaths are most rampant in this particular area than else where?
……………………………………………………………………………………….

How rampant is the incidence of injuries resulting from small arms over the past one 
year?  ……………………………….

Months Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec  

Frequency of Injuries

Victims : Men

Women

Children : Boys

Girls

Elderly

Combatants: U.P.D.F

L.R.A

Cattle rustler.

Others (Specify)

Types of injuries 1. Head

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Offending Groups:

UPDF

LRA

Cattle rustlers

Others (Specify)              

1.2(a) What kinds of injuries occurred?
1.2(b) What armed groups were responsible?
1.2(c) What were the reasons for/circumstances surrounding the inflicting of these injuries? 

(Why were these injuries inflicted?)
………………………………………………………………………………………………

What do you estimate was the total number of deaths in your area? …………...
How many of these deaths were caused by malnutrition/pneumonia diseases?………………….
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Months Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec  

Total Deaths

Indirect deaths 
by armed conflicts.

1.3(a) Has there been an increase/decrease in indirect deaths caused by armed conflict for 
Calculate proportion indirectly caused by armed conflict.
the last five years? …………………………..
If so can you estimate roughly?

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Total Deaths

Indirect deaths by armed conflicts.

1.3(b) To what factors do you attribute the increase/decrease.?
………………………………………………………………………………………………

1.3(c) In which particular location are deaths indirectly caused by armed conflict most 
rampant?……………………………………………………………………………………

1.3(d) Why are the deaths indirectly caused by armed conflict more rampant in these areas 
than else where? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

1.4 In the last five years have there been instances of people being displaced/dislocated 
due to the presence of small arms? …………………………

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 

IDPs : Men                   

Women       

Children :Boys                        

Girls                   

Elderly       

Initial  number of IDPs       

Number of returnees       

Never returned (Number)      

1.4(a) W h e n  d i d  t h e s e  d i s p l a c e m e n t s  o c c u r ?  

What were the immediate causes of the
movements?………………………………………………………………………………

What armed group(s) caused the displacement?
………………………………………………………………………………
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1.4(b) From where did people move? ……………………………………………………...
To where did they move? …………………………………………………………………..

1.4(c) How many people moved?

1.4(d) Did these people eventually move back to their original places of residence?
……………………………………………………………………………………….
After how long? …………………………………………………………………….

1.4(e) Were there people who never went back to their original places of residences?
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Where did they transfer residence?…………………………………………………….
What proportion were they of those who originally moved ………………………….

1.4(f) Has there been an increase/decrease in the displacement of people? ……….
How much increase/decrease has there been? ……………………………….

1.4(g) What factors attribute the increase or decrease.
……………………………………………………………………………………………

1.5 How many Ethnic groups are under your area of jurisdiction?   (Name them)
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Which ethnic group do the victims of armed conflict belong?
……………………………………………………………………………………..
Why are they most targeted? 
Has the presence of armed groups affected the relief aid to disaster victims? ………..

1.6(a) What particular instances of such can you recall? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
When? ………………………….
Where? …………………………

1.6(b) How many people were unable to access/avail relief aid? 
………………………………

1.6(c) How long were these people unable to access or avail relief aid?

1.6(d) In what way did the presence of armed groups hinder the provision of aid to these 
people? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Have there been cases/incidences of human rights violations arising from the
possession of small arms by various groups? 

1.7(a) If yes, specify:
● Kind of violations
● Location of incidences
● Time/duration of occurrences
● Number of victims/ethnic/social group.
● Armed groups involved in the violation.
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II. Small Arms and Political Conflict/Power Relations.

1. What is the population of your area?
● How many of them possess small arms?
(a)What groups of the population own/have access to small arms?
(b)What is the size of the group? How many small arms are in their hands?

What types of small arms do these groups mostly have?

2. How has the presence of small arms in your area affected the balance of power?     
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Why has the presence of small arms affected these?

3. How has  the presence of small arms affected the manner in which justice is delivered or 
conflict is resolved? 

(b) What are the existing mechanisms for justice delivery and conflict resolution ?
………………………………………………………………………………………………
How has the presence of small arms in the localities affected the relationships between men and
women?
How easily can people/groups get hold of small arms supplies, including ammunition?
How do people get hold of small arms?
Where/from whom do these supplies of small arms and ammunition come from?

Small Arms Trade and Development/Services Delivery

Have the presence of armed groups affected long-term development programmes and/or special
development programmes?

If so, how? (Cite specific instances/examples)

If not, why?

Has the operation of educational institutions been affected by the presence of armed groups and
access of people to small arms?

If so, how and to what extent? (Cite specific instances/examples)

If not, why?

Would you say that attacks and/or threats of armed groups have deliberately targeted
schoolteachers?

If so, how and to what extent?  What has been the effect of this?

If not, why?
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Have there been instances of public resources and facilities being looted or destroyed by
armed groups?

If so, to what extent and why? (Cite specific instances/examples)

If not, why?

Has the presence of armed groups and access of people to small arms affected the
implementation of vaccination and other regular health programmes?

If so, how and to what extent? What has been the effect of this?

If not, why?

Would you say that armed conflict and/or the presence of armed groups has any particular
effect on women, children, the elderly and other vulnerable social groups?

If so, what are these effects and what is their extent?

If not, why?

SET 2

Target Respondents: Doctors/hospital staff

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:

What areas are under your jurisdiction? 

What are your responsibilities:

1. How many people did you treat last year? And how many of these were victims of small
arms?

2. How many of the small arms victims died?  And how many deaths occurred in the
hospital the previous year?

3. What kind of injuries did the survivors sustained? And how many were male?, female?, 
children?, military?

4. How many patients died of deaths due to lack access to immunisation?, malnutrition and
preventable diseases? How were the deaths distributed among male?.

female?, children?, elderly?, military? 
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5. Which ethnic groups did the victims of small arms hospitalised belong to? how many of the 
victims were men?, women?, children?, elderly?, military?

6. How many small-arms victims did you treat in 1998?, 1999?, 2000?

7. How has armed conflict affected your hospital’s operations?

SET 3

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:

What areas are under your jurisdiction? 
What are your responsibilities:

1. Over the past one-year, how many patients were treated by your personnel? Of these, 
how many were victims of small arms? 

2. What kind of injuries did the survivors sustained? And how many were male?, female?, 
children?, military?

3. How many patients died of deaths due to lack access to immunisation?, malnutrition and 
preventable diseases? How were the deaths distributed among male?. female?, children?, 
elderly?, military? 

4. Which ethnic groups did the hospitalised victims of small arms belong to? how many of the 
victims were men?, women?, children?, elderly?, military?

5. How many small-arms victims did you treat in 1998?, 1999?, 2000?

6. How has armed conflict affected your hospital’s operations?

7. How many people did you treat between 1998-2000?

8. Have your field personnel been deliberately targeted or inadvertently victimised 
by armed groups?
8.1 If so, how and to what extent?  What has been the effect of this?
8.2 If not, why?

9. Has armed conflict or the presence of armed groups affected your operations?
9.1 If so, how and to what extent?
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SET 4

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:

What areas are under your jurisdiction? 
What are your responsibilities:

1. What is the total number of crimes committed over the past years?

2. How many were due to small arms?

3. Has the number increased/decreased in the past 3 – 5 years?

4. What groups were victimised?

5. How many deaths, injuries were due to small arms?

6. What types of small arms were used? What is their calibre?

7. Which groups were responsible for the deaths and injuries?

SET 5

Target Respondents:

A. Patients/victims
B. Relatives/family of victims

(Social workers may be interviewed in respect to question 4)

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:
Level of Education
What areas are under your jurisdiction? 
How do you earn your living?

Where were you born?
When did you move to this place?
Under what circumstances did you leave your place of birth/residence?

1. When, where and how did the incident that caused your injury 
(your relative’s injury/death) happen?
1.1 How many other victims were there in this incident?  What injuries did they suffer?
1.2 Who (and how many) were the attackers?  What other damage did they do?
1.3 What firearms did they use?

2. Have there been other, similar incidents in your community in the past 3 to 5 years?
2.1 What were these incidents?  What damage, injuries and casualties resulted?
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2.2 Who (and how many) were the attackers?  What firearms were used?
2.3 Have incidents of this kind increased or decreased over the past 3 to 5 years?

By how much?

3. Are there people in your community who also have firearms?
3.1 Who or what are these people?
3.2 What kinds of firearms do they have?
3.3 Where (and/or how) did they get these firearms?
3.4 Is it easy for people in your community to get firearms?

4. How has the presence of armed groups or of local people having firearms affected life 
in your community?
4.1 How and to what extent has this affected life in your community, e.g. in terms of:
● Access to basic services (health and education)?
● Access to development assistance?
● Justice delivery and conflict resolution?
● Relationships between/among ethnic or social groups?
● Relationships between men and women?
● Development of women, children and the elderly?

SET 6

Target Respondents: Women

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:
Level of Education:
What areas are under your jurisdiction? 
How do you earn your living?
Where were you born?
When did you move to this place?
Why did you leave your place of birth/residence?

1. Relate incidents in your community over the last one-year involving injuries, deaths, 
damage and/or displacement of people resulting from the presence of armed groups 
having firearms?
1.2 What were these incidents? What injuries, death, damage or disruption resulted?

How many and who were the victims?
1.2 Who (or what groups) were responsible for the incidents?
1.3 What firearms were used?

2. Are there people in your community who also have firearms?
2.1 Who or what are these people?
2.2 What kinds of firearms do they have?
2.3 Where (and/or how) did they get these firearms?
2.4 Is it easy for people in your community to get firearms?
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3. How and to what extent has the presence of armed groups affected life in your community?
3.1 How have women, children and/or elderly people are affected? 
3.2 Do you think that armed groups particularly target certain ethnic or social groups in 

your community?  What groups are targeted?  Why?

SET 7

Target Respondents: Children

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:
Level of Education:
At what level did you drop out of school? And why?
Where were you born?
When did you move to this place?
Why did you leave your place of birth/residence?

1. Are there armed groups that come into your community?
1.1 Who are these groups?
1.2 Why do they come?
1.3 What firearms do they have?
1.4 Is it good that they are there?  Why?

2. Are there people in your community who also have firearms?
2.1 Who are they? What kind of firearms do they have?
2.2 Why do they have firearms?
2.3 Where do you think they get these firearms from?
2.4 Is it  good that they have firearms?  Why?

3. Has the presence of armed groups affected you? Your community? in terms of being 
able to go to school? Getting medical attention? And doing things you think you should 
be doing as children?
3.1 In what way have you and other children been affected?
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SET 8

Target Respondents: Men

Name of Respondent: Designation: Sex: Age:
Name of Interviewer: Date: Location:
Level of Education:
How do you earn your living?
Where were you born?
When did you move to this place?

1. Can you relate incidents in your community over the last one-year involving injuries, 
deaths, damage and/or displacement of people resulting from the presence of armed 
groups or of people having firearms?
1.1 What were these incidents?  What injuries, death, damage or disruption resulted? 

How many and who were the victims?
1.2 Who (or what groups) were responsible for the incidents?
1.2 What firearms were used?

2. Are there people in your community who also have firearms?
2.1 Who or what are these people?
2.2 What kinds of firearms do they have?
2.3 Where (and/or how) did they get these firearms?
2.4 Is it easy for people in your community to get firearms?

3. How and to what extent has the presence of armed groups and/or of local people having 
firearms affected life in your community?
3.1 Do you think those women, children and/or elderly people are particularly affected?  

How?
3.2 Do you think that armed groups or local people with firearms particularly target certain 

ethnic or social groups in your community?  What groups are targeted?  Why?
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Appendix 5

List of the interviewees from Kitgum and Kotido

NAME (S) AGE SEX PLACE DESIGNATION  

1. Opira Sylvester 42 M Kitgum town Resident District Commissioner  

2. Lt.Okot Lapolo 47 M Kitgum town District Internal Security Officer  

3. Okidi Bosco 48 M Kitgum town Special Police Branch Officer. 

4. Otim Walter 49 M Kitgum town District Planner Kitgum  

5. Ambrose Olaa 33 M Kitgum town Community Development Officer.  

6. Omoya .A. Nemisiyo 54 M Kitgum town Deputy H/M Kitgum Public School.  

7. Maama Esther Luk F Kitgum town Group Woman Leader/Traditionalist.  

8. Dr.Kitara David LAgoro 28 M Kitgum town Ag. Medical Superintendent Kitgum Hosp.  

9. Dr.Vicent Oringa 27 M Kitgum town St. Joseph Hospital Kitgum  

10. Dr.Theresia Pellio 45 F Kitgum town Medical Superintendent St. Jos. Hospital  

11. Bishop Baher Ochola 60 M Kitgum town Bishop of Kitgum Diocese (COU) 

12. Komakech Robert 30 M Kitgum town C/M District Youth Council. 

13. Lawrence Okurut 32 M Kitgum town Youth (Private Business)  

14. Omoya Amos 35 M Kitgum town Program Manager World Vision Kitgum.  

15. Jeanie Annan 26 F Kitgum town Field Co-ordinator AVSI Kitgum.  

16. Filda Apio F Kitgum town ACTION L FAIM Kitgum 

17. Tom Obonyo M Kitgum town Oxfam Kitgum (Security Officer)  

18. Opokotoo George 35 M Padide Camp General Secretary Padide Camp.  

19. Angello Lodaga 56 M Padide Catechist Padide 

20. Nokrach Fidensio 42 M Padide Camp Vice C/M LC III Camp Commandant.  

21. Obote Christopher 36 M Padide Camp Teacher, Padide IDPs Primary School. 

22. Too-Oroma Michael 33 M Padide Local Council III Councillor Padide  

23. Adol Frank M Patongo Vice Chairman LCIII Patongo. 

24. Okot Obwor Joseph 65 M Patongo Elder & Member of Kitgum Land Board.  

25. Quinto Lubega M Patongo LCIII Rep. Of Lakwa Parish. 

26. Martin Oboke 43 M Patongo Patongo Health Centre 

27. Ojera Constant 34 M Patongo Records Ass. Patongo Health Centre. 

28.Otim Francisco Ray 17 M Orii Village IDP in Padide Camp. 

29. Omolo Patrick 15 M Paluga Village P.6 Pupil at Padide Boys Primary Sch.  

30. Francis Oyer 14 M Bobii Village P.6 Pupil.  

31. Otim Keneth 15 M Panyinga VillageP.4 at Padide IDPs Primary School. 

32. Olanya Robert 15 M Atangia Village Completed P.7 at Padide IDPs Prim. Sch. 

33. Oketch Benard Wasswa 16 M Orii Village S.2 Student at Padide S.S.S 

34. Ocira David 15 M Katum Village Sat P.L.E at Padide IDPs Prim. Sch. 

35. Ochaya Jacquiline 12 F Tadnot Village P.5 Pupil at Padide IDPs Prim. Sch. 

36. Otto Michael 14 M Paloga Dogudi P.7 pupil Katuma Prim. School.  

37. Francis Odoch M Patongo Oxfam Field Supervisor, Patongo S/C.  

38. Rose Mary Okello 42 F Patongo Enrolled Nurse Patongo Health Centre. 

39. Anjuleta Binery 40 F Patongo Nursing AID Patongo.  
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40. Agness Achola 56 F Padide Health worker/Traditional birth Attend.  

41. Mrs.Grace Oyoo 39 F Padide Secretary for Women  

42.Aketch Marcelina 30 F Padide Women Leader  

43. Latoo Terija 28 F Padide Women Leader  

44. Ochen .J. Christopher 18 M Kitgum town Student Kitgum Comprehensive 

45. Ogigi Christopher 15 M Padide Camp P.6 Pupil at IDPs Pri. School.  

46. Jerina Ader 45 F Padide Widow/Head of Family.  

47.Taracica Achola 52 F Padide village Peasant/IDP.  

48. Mrs.Cezarina Kidega 55 M Padide Village Peasant/IDP. 

49. Auma Ketty 36 F Padide Village Secretary for Women.  

50. Santa Achayo 48 F Padide Secretary for Women  

51. Mariana Ladule 50 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

52. Doreen Oyera 29 F Padide Health worker/Housewife  

53. Betty Abuk 22 F Padide Peasant/IDP

54. Dorcas Adong 50 F Padide Peasant/IDP

55. Corina Ayaa 40 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

56. Colline Aryemo 30 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

57. Dorine Adoch 20 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

58. Rose Achen 42 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

59. Catherine Akwero 35 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

60. Rose Aweko 36 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

61.Grace Atimo 32 F Padide Peasant/IDP. 

62. Santina Abwo 30 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

63. Esnora Book 65 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

64. Georgina Lapul 63 F Padide Peasant/IDP.  

65. Lokeri Lakot 59 M Padide Peasant/IDP.  

66. Margaret Achiro 21 F Padide Peasant/IDP. 

67. LorIka Remmy 20 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor (Kotido District)  

68. Owilli Segold Smith 19 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor. 

69. Okello Charles Daniel 17 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor. 

70. Otoke David 25 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor.  

71. Owilli Benok 27 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor.  

72. Oringo Washington 19 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor.  

73. Awitch Mercy 28 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor.  

74. Ogwang Sam Engola 23 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor  

75. Omara William George 19 M Kiru Village Youth of Labwor. 

76. Oryono Grandfield 28 M Kotido town Town Clerk Quoted Town Council.  

77. Logira Sambey 30 M Kotido town Community Based Services Officer.  

78. Diko Annah Regina 30 F Kotido town District Planner, Kotido.  

79. Ochero Noman 30 F Kotido town Welfare Off./C/man Dist. Youth Council. 

80. Obonyo Michael 43 M Abim GISO/ Chairman LCIII Abim.  

81. Opira Michael M Abim UPDF Medical Staff.  

82. Pte. Olworo Andrew M Abim UPDF Soldier Abim Barracks. 
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83. Emong Tom. M Abim Ag. UPDF Comm. Officer, Abim Barracks 

84. James Lokwi M Abim O/C Police Abim Police Post. 

85. Odoch Michael M Abim GISO Morulem S/c.  

86. Okello Ochan M Abim 2 I/C O/C Abim Police Post.  

87. John Oryet Obiero M Abim County Internal Security Officer, Labwor  

88. Pte Opira Michael M Abim Nurse/Soldier Abim Army Barracks 

89. Otoke David M Akado Secretary for Security   

90. Ogwang Oscar 30 M Kiru Chairman LCI, Akado South  

91. Koryang Charles 26 M Akado Secretary LCI, Akado South 

92. Ajore Ibrahim 25 M Abim LCII Secretary Kalakala Parish  

93. Bismark LorIka 35 M Abim Hospital Stores Assistant Abim Hospital   

94. Louko George M Abim (Labwor) ASTU (Labwor County)  

95. Okong Onasimo 60 M Akado village Elder of Labwor   

96. Ochero Simon 35 M Abim (Labwor) Records Asst. Abim Hospital.   

97. Dr.Bwanga Fred 30 M Abim Medical Superintendent Abim Hospital.  

98. Paul Owiny 35 M Kotido town Clinical Officer, Kotido Health Centre.  

99. Dr.Marina Anghileri 35 F Matany Medical Superintendent Matany Hospital  

100. Bro.Gunter Nahrich 40 M Matany Hospital Administrator, Matany Hospital. 

101. Ongwen O. Michael 50 M Kotido town Director of District Education & Sports.  

102. Kenneth Onekalit, 13 M Kitgum Hosp. Wounded patient  

103 Ayoo Jennifer 15 F Padide Camp Ex-Abductee


